303rd BG (H) Combat Mission No. 261
22 October 1944
Target: Tank Assembly Plant at Brunswick, Germany
Crews Dispatched: 39
Length of Mission: 6 hours, 50 minutes
Bomb Load: 6 x 500 Ib H.E. M43 & 6 x 500 Ib M17 Incendiaries
Bombing Altitudes: 29,400, 29,200 & 29,100 ft
Ammo Fired: 5,850 rounds

from flak. There were no enemy aircraft attacks, although two crews reported

seeing a few ME-109s. Good support was provided by 379 P-51s and P-47s. Chaff
helped keep flak to moderate and inaccurate fire. There were no casualties and all aircraft
returned to Molesworth. B-17G #42-107099 Old 99, 427BS (Lt. Drewry) returned early
due to engine trouble. Its bombs were jettisoned.

n n almost perfect mission was flown with only three aircraft sustaining minor damage

Thirty-seven B-17s dropped a total of 222 500-lb. H.E. M43 and 222 500-Ib.
incendiary bombs on the target with poorresults. One aircraft dropped 10 bundles of T185
leaflets. In the target area there were 9/10 low clouds with tops at 9,000 to 12,000 feet,
no middle clouds and 0/10 to 3/10 high cirrus clouds at 26,000 feet. Visual bombing could
not be attempted. Bombs were dropped from the high altitudes of 29,400, 29,200 and
29,100 feet by equipment. The lead Squadron, with weak equipment, had only a fair bomb
run with bombs hitting in the southwest side of the city. The high Squadron's equipment
malfunctioned, so they bombed on the lead Squadron. The low Squadron equipment was
working well and their bombs hit near the aiming point.

A Bender of Wrenches
(Author Unknown)

Here's to the men with greasy hands
Who fuel our planes when the pilot lands.
Who change the tires and oil the squeaks,

Fix the flak damage and stop the leaks.

Tend to the controls to make them fly straight,
Wait for the planes when the pilots are late.
Who smooth the scratches and rivet the panels,
Check "Loud and clear" on the radio channels.

Who read the write-ups and make the repairs,
Check the lines and wires for chafing and tears.
Who pull the chocks and walk the wings,
And do a million maint'nance things.

Who watch as the bird takes off and flies.

358BS ENGLER GROUND CREW So here's a salute to those hard-working guys
Sgt Othniel B. Thurlow, M/Sgt John R. Engler (Crew Chief), From a group of fIyer§ who sgldom ponder
Sgt Robert C. Whitson, Cpl Patrick Pecchia The men who keep us in the wild blue yonder.
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KICKING OUT A HUNG-UP BOMB AT 28,000 FEET
Unusual Experience of T/Sgt. Raymond N. Calenberg

Today we went to Brunswick,
Germany. We were briefed for
intense flak and intense fighter
opposition. That, along with the
fact that we were going deep into
Germany, made us all plenty
scared.  Everything went as
planned until bombs away.

One of the 500 Ib General
Purpose bombs wouldn’t release
or salvo. It was half in and half
out, since it was hanging by only
the rear clip on the bomb shackle
and the arming wire had pulled
free. So we had to get rid of this
armed bomb — and fast.

| called for the bomb bay doors closed and then went into the bomb bay with a
walk around oxygen bottle to see if | could reach the bomb shackle with the bottle. There
was nothing else available to reach the outer wall of the bomb bay. When | found that |
could reach the shackle with the walk around oxygen bottle, | went back into the radio
room to give instructions over the intercom to our waist gunner, who could see me from
his position, and to our bombardier, as to what | was going to do and what signals | would
use.

Then | went back into the bomb bay wearing my chest pack parachute, oxygen
mask plugged into a walk around oxygen bottle, and carrying an extra walk around bottle
to knock the bomb off of the shackle. | sat down on the cat walk and twisted my feet
around the braces.

Then, hanging on to the upright bomb bay supports, as best | could with my left
arm, | signaled for the bomb bay doors to be opened. The waist gunner called the
bombardier who opened the bomb bay doors. | was breathing out of one end of the
oxygen bottle and swinging at the bomb trip release with the other end of the bottle. For
a split second as | looked down and saw the clouds flying by | became terrifying aware
that 28,000 feet below was the enemy and | couldn’t afford to fumble now.

After four swings with the bottle, the bomb fell away! | then signaled for the bomb
bay doors to be closed and | proceeded to drag myself out of the bomb bay and into the
radio room again. Whew! What a relief! Now when I think of what could have happened,
| feel a bit light headed. But it went as planned.

My prayers must have done it, because my actions were fully controlled by
adrenalin at the time and | gave little thought of the possible consequences. And | do pray
on the bomb runs especially, during all our missions. I’'m really dragging anchor tonight!
And so to bed!
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Arwood
451

Hatch
517

Pursel
411

Ackerman

569

Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group A

125 - PFF
Geiger McCutchan
563 861
Nafius Chance
705 484
App Virag Lutz
532 830 309
Butler Kallet
523 516
Gravrock
055
Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group B
Bliss-Wallace
038 - PFF
Flesh Rose
311 597
O'Leary Underdown
197 781
Callahan McDavid Davis
885 944 609
Dubose Eisenwinter
248 666
Drewry
099

Casello-Mosel
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group C

Rosser-Douglass

557 - PFF
Fielder Heckendorf
238 972
Paullin Mickle

065 502

GmernicKki Glass Embrey Haynes
298 503 289 258
McKinley White

442 006

Twomey McGilvray
554 590
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS

CREW POSITIONS TOG - Togglier VI - Voice Interpreter DOW - Died of wounds

CMP - Command Pilot
P - Pilot

CP - Co-Pilot

NAV - Navigator

ANV - Ass't. Navigator
MNV - Mickey Navigator
ENG - Engineer

BOM - Bombardier

RO - Radio Operator

BT - Ball Turret Operator
TT - Top Turret Operator
TG - Tail Gunner

NG - Nose Gunner

RG - Radio Gunner

WG - Waist Gunner

LWG - Left Waist Gunner
RWG - Right Waist Gunner
GUN - Gunner

OBS - Observer
PAS - Passenger
PHO - Photographer

RESULTS OF MISSION
KIA - Killed in action
WIA - Wounded in action
MIA - Missing in action
POW - Prisoner of war

EVD - Evaded the enemy
INT - Interned in neu cntry
REP - Repatriated

RES - Rescued

ESC - Escaped

BO - Bailed out

DCH - Ditched

CR-L - Crashed on land
CR-S - Crashed at sea
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B-17G #43-37590 Neva-The Silver Lady

358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-97972 (No Name)

P McGilvray, Richard L., 2Lt P Heckendorf, Marvin H., 2Lt

CP Thompson, John A., 2Lt CP Erickson, Robert N., 2Lt

NAV Fearn, Charles L., 2Lt NAV Carnahan, Kenneth R., 2Lt

BOM Conder, Bill F., 2Lt TOG Severson, Jack O., S/Sgt

ENG Eckert, Raymond C., Sgt ENG Gallman, Hubert W., Sgt

WG  McGreevy, James, Sgt WG  Barris, Robert L., Sgt

RO Johnson, Paul B., Sgt RO Windle, Bill, Sgt

BT Garza, David, Sgt TG Koerner, David M., Sgt

TG Smith, Gardner B., Sgt BT Lary, Raymond W., Sgt
B-17G #43-38554 Bouncing Betty Il B-17G #42-97298 The Floose

P Twomey, John M., 2Lt P Gmernicki, Richard H., 2Lt

CP Ross, James E., 2Lt CP Judd, Chester G., 2Lt

NAV Hansen, Heber D., 2Lt NAV Jones, William M., 2Lt

TOG Casey, Lawrence, S/Sgt BOM Guerrieri, Joseph C., F/O

ENG Shaw, Vergil A., Sgt ENG Griffith, Elwood A., Sgt

BT Weaver, Robert J., Sgt WG  McClymont, John W., Sgt

RO Bzik, Paul J., S/Sgt RO Calenberg, Raymond N., Sgt

WG  Martin, Jack E., Sgt BT Greenberg, Bernard, Sgt

TG Hammond, Walter H., Sgt TG Henn, Thomas A., Sgt

B-17G #44-6006 (No Name) B-17G #43-38065 Princess Pat 2

P White, Franklin F., 1Lt P Paullin, James R., 1Lt

CP Petersen, John N., 2Lt CP Hinton, William B., 2Lt

NAV McCorkle, Robert W., F/O NAV Hunt, John W., Jr., 2Lt

BOM Ross, Robert M., 2Lt BOM Davis, Edward A., 2Lt

ENG Adams, William J., S/Sgt ENG Johnson, James P., T/Sgt

WG  Hein, Monroe C., S/Sgt BT Biestek, Stanley H., S/Sgt

RO  Vesely, Henry L., S/Sgt RO  Thomas, Henry T., T/Sgt

BT Gilman, Frederick S., S/Sgt WG  Woodward, Thomas J., S/Sgt

TG Campbell, James R., S/Sgt TG Butler, Woodley O., S/Sgt

Mission 261 - 5



358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38442 (No Name) B-17G #42-38238 (No Name)
P McKinley, Ralph C., 1Lt P Fielder, George H., 1Lt
CP Harwick, James A., 2Lt CpP Dorsett, John D., 2Lt
NAV Long, Donald C., Jr., 2Lt NAV  Buckner, James C., 2Lt
BOM Boland, Anthony J., 2Lt BOM Kruckemeyer, Thomas J., 2Lt
ENG Work, John R., S/Sgt ENG Cavagnaro, James E., Sgt
WG  Devaney, Thomas J., Sgt WG  Pizzolato, Gasper, Jr., Sgt
RO Moll, Richard S., Sgt RO Buie, Neil C., Sgt
BT Clark, Woodrow E., Sgt BT Denning, Glenn J., Sgt
TG Soule, Evan R., Sgt TG Cox, Lyle H., Sgt

B-17G #44-6503 Lady Alta B-17G #42-97557 Mercy's Madhouse - PFF

P Glass, Leroy E., 2Lt P Rosser, Samuel E., 1Lt
P Chunat, Orlyn D., 2Lt CP Douglass, Earl B., 2Lt
NAV Haider, Joseph C., 2Lt NAV Larkworthy, Bernard J., 1Lt
BOM Garcia, Robert L., T/Sgt NAV Charlton, Rufus S., 1Lt
ENG Eide, Richard W., S/Sgt BOM Green, George A., 2Lt
BT Trumbull, Vernon L., Sgt ENG O'Leary, James M., T/Sgt
RO  Brady, James M., S/Sgt RO  Rowe, Ollice Z., T/Sgt
WG  Hodges, Grady H., Sgt WG  Foster, William D., S/Sgt
TG Davis, Mark M., Sgt TG Kunkel, Joe T., 2Lt
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-102484 Heller's Angel

B-17G #43-38609 (No Name)

P Chance, Arthur F., 1Lt

CP Johnson, Robert H., 2Lt
NAV  McCarver, Eugene D., 2Lt
TOG Couch, William M., 2Lt
ENG Menasco, Elmer W., T/Sgt
RO Miller, Albert, T/Sgt

BT Moss, Shirley L., Sgt

TG Hejna, Dennis R., Sgt
WG  Torre, Leo A., Sgt

B-17G #44-6309 Duchess' Granddaughter

[5)
CcpP

Davis, Jack T., 1Lt
Kohlstedt, Donald L., 2Lt

NAV Hellesvig, Vernon M., 1Lt

TO
EN

G McKinley, A.B., Sgt
G Bloom, Dave, Sgt

RO Lewnfield, Rex E., T/Sgt

BT
TG

Martin, Richard A., Sgt
Brown, Marvin W., Sgt

WG  Harris, Everette G., Sgt

B-17G #43-38258 Forget Me Not Olly

P Lutz, John R., 2Lt

CP Schopplein, Orin H., 2Lt
NAV Carriere, Lawrence C., F/O
TOG Goudy, William F., Sgt

ENG Candito, Christopher A., Sgt
RO Lovelock, Edward N., Sgt
BT Kapczynski, Paul B., Sgt
TG Bailey, John R., Sgt

5
CP

Haynes, Charles D., 2Lt
McClurg, Galt L., 2Lt

NAV Malone, Roy P., F/O
BOM Dando, Charles A., 2Lt

EN

G Sherrill, Elliotte W., Sgt

RO Deen, Oscar A., Sgt

BT

Freese, Paul D., Sgt

WG  Hrych, Robert C., Sgt

WG  Bates, Roger K., Sgt TG Ipsen, Allen L., Sgt

B-17G #44-6502 (No Name) B-17G #42-31830 Marie
P Mickle, James D., 1Lt P Virag, Andy R., 1Lt
CP Clark, Loren M., F/O CP Beck, Edward R., 2Lt

NAV O'Dell, Benjamin L., 2Lt
BOM Mitchell, Robert C., 2Lt
ENG Humphrey, William B., Cpl
RO Eagon, Dennis G., Cpl

BT Thompson, Val E., S/Sgt
TG Van Zile, Raymond J., Sgt
WG  Wentz, Robert D., Sgt

NAV Taylor, Albert R., 2Lt

TO
EN

G Connor, Joseph C., Sgt
G Jeter, James E., Jr., S/Sgt

RO  Vrabel, Cyril A., S/Sgt

BT
TG

Gurka, Stanley, Jr., Sgt
Bowman, John H., Sgt

WG  Allerton, Jack R., Sgt
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38289 Sweet LaRhonda B-17G #42-97781 The '8 Ball MK Il

P Embrey, Henry C., 2Lt P Underdown, Sidney L., 1Lt
CP Sharp, Bryant M., 2Lt CP Knolle, William C., 2Lt
NAV  Hewitt, Leroy A., 2Lt NAV Kenny, John P., 2Lt
TOG Garcia, Leonard A., Sgt BOM Tyree, Joseph C., 2Lt
ENG Miller, Harry C., S/Sgt ENG Kuwik, John J., S/Sgt
RO Zellar, Donald W., Sgt RO Loose, Wesley G., T/Sg
BT Duerr, Richard B., Sgt BT Guptill, Walter R., Sgt
TG Gavin, William E., Sgt TG Stevens, Richard G., Sgt
WG Peters, Arthur R., Sgt WG Botton, Pius L., Sgt

RO Taylor, Walter H., Sgt

B-17G #42-97944 Daddy's Delight
P McDavid, Philip H., 1Lt
CP Beeman, Richard, 2Lt
NAV King, Robert L., 2Lt
TOG Arendt, John L., T/Sgt
ENG Hall, Thomas M., S/Sgt
RO  Sikkema, Wilfred J., Sgt
BT Johnson, Ralph R., Sgt
TG Cregan, John M., S/Sgt
WG  Linville, Warren M., Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-38451 (No Name)

B-17G #44-6516 My Darling

P Arwood, Joe B., 2Lt P Kallet, Sidney, 2Lt

CP Johnson, Walter E., 2Lt CP Muth, Clifford F., 2Lt

NAV Fowler, William C., 2Lt NAV  McCarty, Mike D., 2Lt

BOM Counsell, Clarence L., F/O BOM Harrison, Lewis S., 2Lt

ENG Power, Thomas B., Cpl ENG Lewis, William J., Sgt

RO Curry, Paul A,, Cpl RO Clarke, Frank W., Sgt

BT Keyes, Stanton W., Sgt BT Macy, Edward J., Sgt

TG Sanchez, Crespin E., Cpl TG Terreri, Joseph, Sgt

WG  Linn, James B., Cpl WG  Killelea, Raymond J., Sgt
B-17G #44-6523 (No Name) B-17G #42-31055 Aloha

P Butler, Milton C., 1Lt P Gravrock, Howard C., 2Lt

CP Telford, Donald R., F/O CP Losiewicz, Benjamin, 2Lt

NAV Dauvis, Edward C., 2Lt NAV Klanian, Charles S., 2Lt

BOM Hackler, Maurice G., 2Lt BOM Downey, Francis G., 2Lt

ENG Bird, Harry G., Sgt ENG Levine, Raymond, T/Sgt

RO  Christ, Donald R., Sgt RO Engleman, George B., T/Sgt

BT Miller, Donald E., Sgt BT Relford, Robert R., Sgt

TG Johnson, David T., Jr., Sgt TG Hensel, Phillip W., Sgt

WG  Peterson, Robert E., Sgt WG  Elliott, John C., S/Sgt
B-17G #44-6517 Old Cock B-17G #43-38705 (No Name)

P Hatch, Logan B., 2Lt P Nafius, Verner H., 1Lt

CP Holtorf, Ernest H., 2Lt CP Moody, William S., 2Lt

NAV Divine, Fred H., 2Lt NAV  Mundell, William K., 2Lt

BOM Friedlander, Henry, F/O BOM Cummins, James E., 1Lt

ENG Fuczka, Peter, Sgt ENG Ellis, Richard R., S/Sgt

RO Broughton, Averell M., Jr., Sgt RO Birkinholz, Irving, T/Sgt

BT Buchanan, Paul A., Sgt TG Jinkens, Billy B., S/Sgt

TG Patterson, Charles A., Sgt WG  Rydquist, Roy K., S/Sgt

WG  Free, Ennis B., Jr., Sgt BT McGinley, James E., S/Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38532 (No Name)

B-17G #43-38563 Jackie

P App, Robert G., 2Lt P Geiger, James E., 2Lt

CP Smith, Richard L., 1Lt CP Lovell, Brook H., 2Lt

NAV Dennis, Walter F., 2Lt NAV Dimick, Donald L., F/O

BOM Dee, Martin R., F/O BOM Emery, Roy F., 2Lt

ENG Leach, Norman L., Sgt ENG Stockman, Leonard G., Sgt

RO Matlock, Austin M., Sgt RO Licht, Wilfred L., Sgt

BT Brady, Gene F., Sgt BT Wentz, Roland L., Sgt

TG Nabors, Herschell F., Sgt TG Germaine, Joseph R., Sgt

WG  Polaski, Duane L., Sgt WG  Doctor, Gordon C., Sgt

B-17G #42-97861 lza Vailable Il B-17G #44-8125 Sparky - PFF

P McCutchan, Eugene R., 2Lt P Casello, John J., Maj

CP Middleman, Arthur B., 2Lt CP Mosel, Arnold, 1Lt

NAV Conard, Willard G., 2Lt NAV Davis, Darius R., Capt

BOM Bays, Gordon C., 2Lt MN Clark, James G., 1Lt

ENG Kress, Richard H., S/Sgt BOM Zwayer, James P., Capt

RO Frey, Alan E., Sgt ENG Conley, Donald H., S/Sgt

BT Scott, Howard E., Sgt RO Groth, Gerald J., T/Sgt

TG Wherry, Robert E., Sgt BT Crawford, Frank J., Sgt

WG  Pearson, George D., Sgt TG Lovold, Ole, 2Lt

RY Krenkel, Karl H., Sgt WG  Bialobrzeski, Joseph C., Sgt
WG  Koshar, Jerome J., Sgt
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-37597 Earthquake McGoon

B-17G #42-102569 Miss Lace

P Rose, Jack W., 2Lt P Ackerman, Stewart S., Jr., 2Lt

CP Cornyn, T. John, 2Lt CP Barrios, Alfred R., 2Lt

NAV Russo, William D., 2Lt NAV Jenkins, John ., 2Lt

BOM Nazarian, John K., 2Lt BOM Oswald, Alois G., Jr., 2Lt

TT Dyson, Flake S., Sgt TT Creaghan, Robert E., Sgt

BT Brinkley, Lynn M., Sgt BT Highfill, Thomas W., Sgt

RO  Hale, Ralph E., Sgt RO  Ribesky, John V., Jr., S/Sgt

TG McCall, Lamar H., Sgt TG Wiencek, Edward J., Sgt

WG  Cottle, Clyde J., Jr., Sgt WG  Proper, George M., Sgt
B-17G #43-38248 Jigger Rooche |l B-17G #43-38197 (No Name)

P Dubose, Carl L., Jr., 1Lt P O'Leary, James W., 2Lt

CP Droll, Louis P., 2Lt CP Reed, Louis E., 2Lt

NAV Malone, William A., 2Lt NAV Laverty, Leo E., 1Lt

BOM Johnson, O.D., S/Sgt BOM Lyda, Robert E., 2Lt

TT Jones, Jesse T., Jr., S/Sgt TT Kernodle, John T., Sgt

BT Duffel, Robert L., S/Sgt BT Czerwonka, Joseph A., S/Sgt

RO Kollmar, Donald L., S/Sgt RO DeVaney, Bernard C., Sgt

TG Watson, Byron W., Sgt TG Carver, Harold R., Sgt

WG  Balint, Daniel, Jr., Sgt WG  DeCicco, Frank C., Jr., Sgt

B-17G #43-37666 Full House B-17G #42-39885 Sweet Rose O'Grady

P Eisenwinter, Philip D., 1Lt P Callahan, Charles A., Capt

CP Waggoner, Richard C., 2Lt CP Smith, Donald R., 2Lt

NAV Norman, Frederick J., 2Lt NAV Dye, Carl J., Jr., 2Lt

BOM Campbell, Robert C., 2Lt BOM Haakonsen, Raymond E., 2Lt

TT Ganson, Howard H., Sgt TT Erdmann, Robert A., Sgt

BT Veljkov, Paul, Sgt BT Johnson, Gene W., Sgt

RO Islava, Joseph O., T/Sgt RO Kamen, Roland K., Sgt

TG Grossman, Howard A., S/Sgt TG Dorner, Alvin W., Sgt

WG  Sears, William A., S/Sgt WG  Robins, James B., Sgt
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #42-102411 Miss Lace

B-17G #42-107099 Old 99

P Pursel, Stanley E., 2Lt P Drewry, James A., 1Lt
CP Spruner, Donald L., 2Lt CP Schneider, Richard H., 2Lt
NAV Cecce, Joseph A., Jr., F/O NAV Mayo, Archie W., 2Lt
BOM Sutton, Marvin A., S/Sgt BOM Burke, James D., 2Lt
TT Kling, John E., Sgt TT Dorrah, Walter R., S/Sgt
BT Schoch, Phillip M., Sgt TG Morin, Donald P., S/Sgt
RO Stockman, Kenneth H., Sgt RO Nash, Leslie G., S/Sgt
TG Hannah, Robert G., Sgt BT Plesinger, Michael J., S/Sgt
WG  Fugazzi, Gildo, Sgt WG  Koch, Edwin H., Sgt
PHO Skinner, Donald E., S/Sgt (Abortive Sortie)

B-17G #42-97311 Shoo Shoo Baby B-17G #44-8038 (No Name) - PFF
P Flesh, William R., 1Lt P Bliss, Robert P., 1Lt
CP Johnston, Lawrence M., Jr., 2Lt CP Wallace, Walstein W., 1Lt
NAV  Rohner, William L., 1Lt NAV Katz, Edwin Harold, 2Lt
BOM Price, John B., T/Sgt NAV DuBois, Benjamin F., 2Lt
TT Garrett, Joe W., T/Sgt MN  Caldwell, Walter D., 2Lt
BT Tambe, Angelo J., T/Sgt BOM Smoleroff, Theodore L., 1Lt
RO Elling, Myron A., Sgt TT Shumar, Carl K., T/Sgt
TG Blim, Raymond C., S/Sgt RO Herman, Benjamin, T/Sgt
WG  Fisher, Clelland F., S/Sgt TG Raley, Stonewall J., 2Lt
PHO 2?7, T/Sgt WG  Curry, Richard L., S/Sgt
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