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HEADQUARTERS
8638D CHEMICAL €0. , AJ0.H.
MSA, A‘q 'Po Qm 63‘!-

Septwber 23 5 1942

g 1942 Unit sctivated at Penﬁlebon Fiel&, Omgen, U.Se., withcmﬁ
: porsenael‘ '
14 Fifty—ﬂve enlisted men aseigned to unit- at Fort George
“Fadpht, Washington, U.S.A., shd attached to ‘854th Chemical Co.,
M.? me&rdsxent » Fort Gﬁoﬁge ¥right, ”Iashingt.on for administration
and rabiona, _ o

lat. Lieutenant George 4. Cornes nttached to unit as Gmmnd—

¥ 942 Unit left Spokane, %!ashingteon, by trein sb 9400 P 4. for
aecr&t destinstion, Hade 2 one~hslf hour stop st Pocatello, Idaho,
where we had calisthendcs and were given ccakies by the U.5.0, en
Juna 15, 1942,

Jnue .1: 7, 16 E?hile on the traln, we had sn eight hcur stop ‘at. Denver, 5 -
" Dolorado and the men wers allowed to see the city in charge of an N.c.§.~ .
Evcn at, this, on of the men left the train end lat.er missed it.

‘Jime 18 -k 42 ?ie atopped &t mmeroua mll towns. and f:lnnl)y ardved at
S our dgstiuation, Alanogordo, Hew Moxico at 7145 P.M: ~Drew our food

“supplies and started otf oncs. ag.aﬁn for ancfher secret destination
~ at 11315 POHI .

, June 19, 1’ [ Stopped tod&y at Tucumari, &ew Eexico; Axnarillo, Texas ;
, 0, Oklehoma; for & few minutes a8t each sﬁap.

20, 1942 Todsy we atopped at Blaumvi]le, Arkansasy Little ROck,
. Arkansasj mdlcnphis, 'rennesee. .

42 Teday we gtopped wb Atlanta, Georgeia and.lster Auguata,

-

dune 22, 1942 Stopped &t Rocky Moutain, Horth Garolina.

Jurs 23 ,’7 1942 Arrived. deatination Ric}mcnd Ax'my Air Baae, Virginia, at
) 4300 PoMe

,Juno 30, 1942 The 119th Czl. Pin. Adrm and the 516t.h Cml, Ptn. AJFe8,Cs
i at,taehed to thie unit for rations.

18 , 194 Fﬂ'ty mnre enlisted men and twoe more ox‘ﬁeers asaigned to
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| DIARY OF UNIT SINGE ACTIVATION (CONT'D)
July 19, 1942 Arrived Fort Dix, Hodo &b 9150 Ao A :
duly 20, 1gk2 Ei.ght«een enlisted men a.asigned tc ondd. i - ' -
- S duay A 2 ‘fm men sagigned to unit.. Eevennywtm exﬂisted won ai' |
: Jh ﬁsathﬁ' Sque;dxen attached for x-abians enly
22, 19k2 wff:‘ioial desigrationmof unit chedlod from prosent to that .
of 8 3rz1 ‘Chemicnl Co,., &ir §peza’t».s.ons, Heavy. Slx more Enlisted men ‘
agtdgned to unit, ‘
Ju_gsg 5, L %? T&‘a enlisted men "tmnafemd due to citimnahiiz irregularities.
Tyxo enlis%eﬁ men assigued to andt. -
1942 Tvo men trangferred from unit in preparatien far feraign e
dﬁty ass&gnmant. i _ , . , ' ;
fug e‘b 6, 942 1sft U. 9. propar on board saip for fowig,n duby at 5:30 Nolhs
: A9z Arrived Hnif.:ed hin.bdom al lO:OG Y*.an{ T
T S GEORGE £, CORNES -
) : ) ' ) ) . c&ptn, 3631’(3. (}mlo Qol, AiO-H ’ - C
} - -
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- 'THIS PILE HAS BEEN W1 THDRAWN
FROM THE. RECTRES I QURTODY
OF KANSAS CTTY RECCRDS CENTER,
AGO, 601 H4RDESTY £7HNUB.
KANSAS CTTY, MISSOURI.
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HISTORICAL OFFICE |

70 BE RETUSLD
DO THE 2 HIVES
OF THE AAF.

* EIGHTH AIR FORCE

FIRST BOMBARIMENT DIVISION

FIRST COMBAT BOMB WING
91ST FOMBARIMINT GROUP

- 863rd Chemical Co A0 -

Acti vatidon -

;“5 May I%Z) thru October 191:,1; A

s 52




| ‘EISIGRY OF 863rd GHEMICAL COPANY, ATR ATR CPERATIONS | )

o MAYs 2942 ==

Ther his'bory of" tho”SBSrd“ began with ‘the aoctivetion on 15 uay. 19: z -of the:
e ,8632'6. Chomical Coe,. Al® . Bombardment per a.uthority of G:00 4 62, HQo» Becond A.F., -
-“Fi, @eorge Wright, Washington. Btation of asctivation was Pendleton Field, Pendle- |
~ ton; - Gregon. ‘Temporary stati.on was: Ft, George Wright, Washing 2. ’Desigmted ;
" ‘Souree Unit waa §61st Chemicad Cou, AeBo. ‘:r/o\ authorized was # 3
-8 aFebruary, 1942 which authorized 2 Qfficers ‘and 68 Enlisted Mans, wPer*sonn:ef!.
‘was assigned on 19 May, 1942 by 840 # 38, HQs, Fl. Goorge W ights Source of
~ personus]l wag es follows: 1 Ealisted Man from 119th Chemical Platoon Airdrome,
- 4, Enlisted Men frem 861st Chemtoal Cos, Atr Bombi., 8O Enlisted Ho\ fron Aly Foroe
- Chemioal ':Bmini' g ‘Centor, 4th Chomical :Cosy Service Awns. = Firat - wo.s oni 80
B Hay, 1942 no officers were ;pneaont. ‘The Company was: 84111 under oh.s gui.danoo :
= f thes 4th Ohomoal iCos. 'Roster ot tho Originals" WaB ‘a8 followsx R

&/Sgt. ‘Theodore. Yankowaki fron 29th
Cple Floyd Slosat: from '861st
/6. FPailip Je Lallonioe. from 861at -
* | Pwks Dean Di Richards from86lst.
Pot, ! E'rerett Je. lhrphy from 8613t

~ Ftom 4th chmioil Oo., Sorvioe Avn the following 60 Privataa: _'

‘Roborta D. Lawyer L " R . rOsctr M - Swanson
; ‘ -~ o« .+ . lucio Reynoso.
- Harold A ' o ~° Benito Mirabal -
~ Michael T. 0"Br1on S o "0 Elmer W, Jesohke -
T James: G Spi.nottn , o o “Arro Hi Cambi. =~
erbenrt Kk S ‘ o Harold B, Yenney ,
Vino | : . : © Manfred P. Palombo .~
- Hyman rll:lodﬂoh : - I . Leo: Hagson - ‘
.. Hicomedes Le- Samghez - - ' - Jqmm J. VanWychen:
~Garl Wy Clodius ~ ) Keith Nosworthy
Jess ‘Sproul. - R o , T H. ‘Dalo‘ A,ntlew
. ‘Riechard G, Sharwood - : S <
‘Monroe J, Hotaling
© ‘George Re Wheeler
Niok Kosaok :
- “Emerson 8. Herbert
“Fernand: W. Malouin
. Williem A, Shearer C D Co - J
g Stanloy ‘Clohy - A Frnnk P. Oocina
~ Arthur H,, Romito - _ -  Stenley’ Ro. Speonor
Dominiok J. Pisaturo : T o - Poter Simlk
.Glenn: Livingston . - : ) e . ‘Rueben E. Herrera’
Fred E. Carstens ST Louis Kornblum -
Raymond J, Ogden S _ - Edmand M. Prorok
‘ John He Reck:n , , Ty SR Armnnd J. Beausoleil

. g‘,«r’

Most of the: Enlimted Mon had. ~reoai.ved their basio tnfantry training at. ,
.other stations and had beom transrorred to “the 41')1 xchmwal' Coa. for apaoiuliud‘

' training in C.WeSe , : .
‘ . 1942 ww 1st M;. Georgo‘ A, corne; ta.ttached. . 2
ntimud CWS tra.ining from: activation rdate 16 lhy. 1943 to 31 'l(ay. 194
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| JUNE-1942-= o |

1ot %6 16th June, 1942-

Initiala. .. ——

" Unit gontinued CWS Treining under 4th Chemical Co. : od
Unit elerted for movement, requisitioned and acquired some supplies, personnel

organized, adjusted, promoted, etc., prior to movement, .
- PROMOPIONS= |

o , - e e /6
Cpl. %o 8/6gb,  T/Sgt %o lst/Sgk.  _Cpl, to Sgh. Pfo. to COpl.
Yankowski Sloat
: e  ‘Swenson:

Hothberg - = ~ - “Kenner

- Antles . . O'Brien
Hotaling - : Palombo
‘Marschark = - Spinetta |,
Clodios ", .. /Kornblum
Reokas: o Hasson
‘Swangon - Ogden:
‘Richards: - Prorok’
.- . 8pooner

TRANSFERS TN~ . g  ‘TRANSFERS OUT=

Pfe. Alcorn = 1 June, 1942 - R Pvt. Hinexr to 864th Chlem, -
Pfo. Vodicke = 12 June, 1942 - S Pvt. Sproul to 861stiChem,.
- Pfoe Chin = 12 .June;, 1942 o - Pvt. ‘Engo to 861st Chemy -
Pvt.- Blennerhassett - 12 June, 1942 .. Pwt, Cambi to 861st Chenm,
- Pvt, Greenhow « 12 Juns, 1942 . Pvt, Gardner to 861st Chem,
- Pvte Tucker - 13 June, 1942 ) S Pvt, Kochere to :861st. Chem,
Sgte Norrison = 16 June, 1942 -~ : ' Cpl, Hotaling to 0,C,S,

- . During this pertod of preperation for movement, the unit was: assigned Officer
personnel. . On 12 June, 1942, 1st L. Geo, A, Cories was changed. from "attached"

%o "Asslgned" end assumed oommand, Lt. Cornes is e Reserve Officer, agraduate .
:0f Chemical Warfere Service School at Edgewood Arsenal and has served ‘a8 ‘& Chemical
‘0fficer in.numerous cepacities at MoChord Field, W, Gelger Field, Wn and Ft. N
Geo, Wright, Wa. On 16 June, 1942, 2nd L. Wayne A. Cupper was assigned, Lt, ° '

- Oupper was commissioned direct from civil life and was transferred to the unit
- from the Officers Training School, HQ, 2nd A.F., Ft. ‘George Wright, Was .

16th June = 30th Jume, 1942, © - - e |
; The night of 16 June, 1942 the 863rd began: the traveling which evantuan-ﬁy
Justified the self adophted title of "Roving. Chemics. . The outfit left for
Alemogordo Field. Training Station, Alemogordo, New Mexico together with the 119th
~'Chems. Plat. Adrm. and the 516th Chem, Plat,. AFSC, Lt. Cornes was Train Commander, -
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16th to 30tk June, 1942 == conto

.

. The units were met with re~routing orders at Alamogordo station and re=
mained on board the seme train, finelly arriving at Richmond Army Air Basge,
Riohmond, Virginie on 25 Juite; 1942 at 4 P.M. The three units moved %o the:
Chemical ares, consisting of 3 double deck barraoks, -supply room, day room,

office bldg, and mess: halls , o
The balence of the month was: fsp;nt;mostiy in making the newly built ares

' more presen

" the léng train journeye

P

ntable, acquiring additionel supplies and getting limbered up after
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:JULY-].G@:; = [
let to lﬁth Ju l!. 1943- :

lmf[n*a :
Only one ch,ange ogoured in Jpex’sonml, Pwrt. Murphy, who m -ssed“remmnizngm
“he trein. during ia hy over in Denver Golorade was. d.roppad from the reoords

tor Deaerti.on on; 8 ¢ uly. 1942.L N

*On fl July,, 1942 warning ordera were: received ‘alerﬁng the: unit for oversaas
zdlaty. “The supply: department: beoane. ‘the center of activity, sending out requisitions,

- shortage: li:stn, pioking up supplies, . 1aaueing individual ‘equipment, pnoking organie

- gational equipment for overseas ghipment,, paclcing "pH Barracks: bags eto. ‘Personnel
i had & rush, with allotments; insurence, wills, ‘powers: . of’ attorney, etc. On 23 July,
1942 tho uni.t vbeoam only @ number-- wShipment Hos 5164-]1. '

o -

lﬁth\ ’bo* 31 Julz, 194:2-

R On 16 July, 1942 the 86:’»111l Ghemical <co., Air ‘Bonhardment wes redsaignated
- the 863rd ‘Chomical COs, Alr Qperations per authority of @.0 # 69, par 1, HQ,
. Rrmy Adr Foroes, Air Service /Commsnd, Wright Fleld, ~Dayton;. Ondo,  'The mew T/0"
- required! 130 BoMe ‘and 4. Officers ag againet 56 B.M, and 2 Officers. “Filler.
pergonnel was ebtained from the ]&19th ‘and 616th: &t Richmond to bring the outﬂ.t
%0102 EJA eand 4 Offiocers, ‘balange of Esle arrived in smalwl igroups from mhous
- atationsr whﬂe thev conpany was at ‘Ft. Dix. : . : .

- mmsrms m- From ‘the 119th chemicwl mtoon (mdronea per 8o # 18, Lpar..z, nq.,
: | Army Air Bau. dated 16 July. 19428 , '

Gp]i »mmmm H. & mcaam., 38318515 -
“/0pl BARL J. DUREY, 17042804
‘Gpl.Jm» M> MoCARTY, zsszsoms
Pvt Yol JOSE DEARO, 18015907
. Pwt lod PAUL M. GARCIA, 39088186 .
Pyt 1ol EIMER B, HOGLUND, 39089187
_Pwt del EUGENEJ. NIEDZWIEDZ, ‘36314804
Pvt 1ol FRANK P. POLIZZOTTI, 32198684 |
Prt lol ‘GUSTAVE H, TILIMAN, 36169034
Pvt WALTER W, ALSCHULER, 39239667 -
‘Pwt DONALD H, BIREHEAD,, ‘$6318510:
' Pyt WALTER B, MATTHEWS, 39239806
Pvt.JOAN M., (OSTIPOW, 36170398
Pvt LESIEY J. PEIL, 36236386

‘ ESg‘b. HILTONx E. VOESTREIOK, 19075015
" i@ply MERLE C,. CAMPBELL,, 19017616
pl. MICHAEL: MALANGONE, 32197617 .

- CplYe. DAVID: M. WATKINS,. 16063479
~ Pvt 1ol TROY *E.-JEAVENSONI ‘38072267
"~ Pwt Yol TVAN D~ ‘GORDON, 36230113
Pvt.1lol OLE LOKEN, 39088109
‘Pvt 1ol LONNIE H, PADGETT, 38072812
Pvt 1ol CARL. E: STENVALL,, 52198172
Pvt HAROLD Re. ABMMER, 39174368
Byt VERNON ¥, BECEMAN;, 36518489
'va 'H(RAOE’ E. BLATISDELL, 36818468
: DONALD: L. ‘MOCK, 38064066
e m xGIEBER’!‘ W, PADGETT,, 88072269 o
- Pvt: ANDREW.P. STEPHENS, 19072248 © . Pk MANUEL. A ‘SANCHEZ, 38071764
' Pwt PAUL J. VARGO, 36170739 - - Pyt GEORGE Fe :WALDHAUS, 19084268 !
“Pwt HAROLD! G. mmm. 59585562 T S .

TRANSFERS IN= From the 516th Gheunical Plo:boon AFSC. per SO # 18, Par&. ,HQ. Rich- ,
mona?.m Ar Bue., dated 15 ley, 1942:» :

 8gts RAYMOND E.. CALKINS,. 36152250 Cpl ALLEN L.. BATSON, 1?052151

PR N

Cpl FREDERICE E. HUTCHINSON, 19062649
Pvt 1ol JOHN B. HOWARD, JR, 19002468
Pvi 1ol ARTHUR H, KRANZLER, 17047769
Pvt ANDRES ALVARADO, 38090257

Pvt ROBERT W, GI 36064427
Pwt,DOIC vvmsou,‘ 34211
Pvt.HAROLD: MULLEN, aauaasz

vt GEORGE: W . Pmnson.m..uznasm’ e’

e

&9

- - <t
- T - e -

T/6gr ARNOLD B, MUSUM, 19076873
 Pvt 1ol JINMY HOWELL,17042828 _

‘Pt 10} HORACE E. GAMBILL, 38079707 -

Pvt NICK C. ARMIJQ, 58071672

| .MARGOLIS,. 12067604
m gﬁl&l{ ¥ !GO l§057658

‘Pvt *BYIIAN PHILLIPS. 17047814 : e
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5 ’OF 863RD acnmw. cmmmr, m@ﬁpmmmvons- @) AUt &, ‘ouae |

to Slst July, 1942- \(Cont)

Li nma(s

S Two in'icers were »assignacb ‘per SO # 18, para, 1 .and 4, HQ, 'Riohmond
Army Adr Base on 16 July, 1942. - ®2nd Lt.*® David E. Grobs, Jr. oame from the 119th

" Chemical Platoon Adrm, Lt. Grobe was comnissioned direotly from oivil life and
had att nded the 0fficers Treining School, HQ, 2nd A.F., Ft. Goo. Wright, Wn. before
rbeing agsigned to- the 119th on 15 June, 1942, *2nd Lt.® Boyd F,- Joyner received

‘ . training as. an B3, attending Edgewood Arsenal in 1941 and later traimng
end ing ructing at McChord Field, Wan and with the 4th Chemical Co, &t Ft, Goo.

« Lt Joyner received his conmizsion on 8 July, 19,42 while :serv},ng e
‘with the ‘Bléth <Chemica.1 :Platoon‘ AFSG at Riohmond. C

.

: O 18! July,. 1942, 181: Lte Geo. e Cornes‘ WAR) promoted* to the: grs.da of capt-
. ,per 1par o 2. so# 182. HQ). War Dept.., dated 9 July, 1942, .

e Qn 19 July; 1942 the: 863rd bid farewaill to the. remaining oadre: of the: 5161:}1
- ‘and: the. 119th end entrained for Ft. Dix, Nede at 2080 hours., Arrived at Ft., Dix,
' N.J. on ,‘20 July,, 1942 a‘b 09850 hours. ’Gap'b. Cornes was train commander.- R

The_ 20‘bh of.July to Slst July, 1942 was: engaged with receiving additional
 filler P rsormel. receiving more suppliea,. tak:ing shots, securing pasaports. eto,.

- 20 July from: La.ngley Field, Va.
8. =20/ July v ‘

Pattopson Flold, ( o&m :

"
"
"
o
"
W
o
"
."" .
;'.

n dperto-zo‘
iaky -20 July

v ‘Wilh 5) ang. . 20' Jul;
; De oa. . 20 July

’,3;‘"3‘3"3"';*3"'2'8'*‘%'#‘:‘

I

;,'3;iA';:‘_z';g._;‘,g-g‘;g.;‘ 2
;J R-B BB R BB -R23 X

wte, Str uss: -‘ 30 July
e Mihai oiik - 21 July
pl. Ferrare = 21 July- -
Pvt, ‘Andorsen «~22 July
' Blags. = 22-.July

te Boyer « 22 July
‘Graham = 23 July

‘ Lo b = 22 July

. Dean .S, Todt-22 Jul " ‘

o Yards-29 July . . Fo
- Ferzoeo = {29“ July .

H!tchell F!old, N"Y.
. E&gwood‘ _Anlemle. Mo
1 "

)‘;;gl‘?ngl;I‘S-“SA;I L% 3 TN

$'<
S

. A S

DT RYE CoAs

-'_fmusxa Qe
] .. = 26 July = to Sta. Comp. ror
-26Ju1y-~'- "wom .

‘.115‘.’.‘. - } »"‘ .

i
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HIST OF BGSRD CIEMICAL GQHPAKY

.

'5_,‘?"» 1948a»oento .

”m_seha 6 Slst ‘Juilggg, 1942 (oont.)

S - Officiel Dssigna'tion of Unit ohanged to Air Operationa (Heavy) per
para, 1 » SO# 69, HQ, Air Service commnd, Wright Field‘ *Daybon, Ohio, dated
16 July, 1942,
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o : fﬁseﬂ@w 863RD CHEMICAL, COMPANY, ATRW.ERATIONS
- AUGUS2#1948 w . o — ‘ .

LI ey

e

Final :ohangese‘ii.flﬂ persomiel had to be made in a hurry as t&gﬂﬂ%mgg@ing
to..a olose. _Anterviews with newly soquired men had'started in Richmond end
-, 'continued on’through until somplsted dn:lete July. - The following pergonnsl -

p‘hmagas ocoured between- 1 August, 1942 and ‘& August, 19421 ’

PROZOTIONS: S L - ' o '
- T78 end : _ Cpl. and T/4 & B {1 : /6 &
Oestreich i : ‘ T G Y
‘Morrison - 4 ]
Callins : - . Hutohimson - -  Kemn - ‘Sharwood
Sloat - . "Reckas - ) Yonney
' B - 7 - by, Padgett. B ‘Shearer

‘Spooner - Tuoker
Howel 1 : ‘ Sipper
Hasson - . . Hattrup
Gordon: Whitwen -
: , Myers

" Pvt. to Pfo. . ‘
Kosaoh . -  Waldhaus Pearson Lawger: - Pefl
Baker - Aemmor Mook Montaperto Nosworthy

- Alschuler - Ven Wychen ‘Blaisdell - Mertin - Vargo

. Cecilia i Gronberg: Stephens °~ - Williems- Neidich
- Blemnerhassett. Henson ~_ Knutelsky . Herbert o
Pisaturo . N. Sanches " Urioste -~ . Birkhead

, Pvt, Sinuk was returned to the ‘company, 81l ocitizenship papers: completed in
-order. - This made one extra msn, Cpls Clodius was dropped for inoompativility
- with other members, At the last moment Pvt, Hertzenson was.-rejeoted for failure
-to pass oversoas examination, leaving the outfit.one man short of ‘2/0: sirengthi
- The: outfit had: been. gathered Yogether quickly. 'This was the final organization
and key mwen of each depsrtmentie . _ ' o :

Copte George As Cornes - Commanding Officer } o ’
20é Lt. Wayne K. Cupper « Adjutant, Mess Officer, and Platoon C.0.
-2nd Lte David E. Grobe,Jr. =~ Supply ‘Officer and Platoon ‘Gommander,
2nd Lt, Boyd F, Joyner - Training Officer and Platoon Commander,
lst Sgti Theodore Yankowski s . .
Supply = Sgt. Reokas L s
Usss = 5/3gt. Swanson '
Trensportation- Sgt. Hutohinson
‘Personnsl « 8/8gt. Oostreich A
" Training = Sgt. Uarschark o
' Platoon Sgts,= 5/8gt. Morrison . s/3gt, Bloat

o " S/Sgt. Calkina "8/Sgte Blair -

‘The Unit left Ft, Dix, NiJe for NoX.PeE. at 1930 hours, & A@tgult,‘ 1942
.and was loaded aboard the Matson Liner "SS Monterey" by 0500 hours of 6 August,
1942, The boat pulled out from the dook at’ :
* Arrived. at Glasgow, Sootland (Greenook) 17 August, 1942. lem@@@;&om boat in :
the.dark, boarded train at 2800 hours. Arriv &Huntingd‘on*,, Englend 13.‘:2 -h:ja.J 18 .

_ August,1942. Procseded by GV to Airdyoms at Aloonbury,, Hunts., Eoglend, . .

¢ .

/0630 hours: for foreign shores, - -
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AUGUST= 1942-cont. | . SR SR
: \ V ‘ _ S _Eate. . .
20th August to 3lst August, 1942 = Intials ,

Eebmaisresattacsarnsavisees | 3

- &

O, 818G

Getting settled and eoquainted, Chemios run.officer's mess, gas deofense
-center, furnish motor transportation drivers to motor=pocl for experience in
- left hand driving, get acquainted with English people and the monsy. Reoceived
our first transportation, & Canadian Recon.. Supplies arriving slowly, 4Air Base
still under R.A.F, oommand with several U,S, Army Service Units prosents
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. cEpiEBRe 1942- AR

. Air Echelon of 93rd Bomb ‘Group Eeavy": ands their B-zé"'iaa en‘ 6 Septemher, 1947
411 service units already
at mosses and on airplene guard
‘Offioers. Quartersr

at Alconbury. Ground .echelon arrived during the night,
_ on the stetion drew double and triple shifts. .
during arrival eand settling periods

: _ Moved offioe. Supply room,
O Enlisted | }Een"st Qparters. Enliated

Hen now in tentse-

on 11 ﬁeptember. 1942 started. 1bomb wdump duties.
stored 1280 = 30# Br. Ino, Bombs and 448 - 2504 Brs
did not preyent the Chemics
anent Q.kK. dota:ll. motor pool drivers and mess peraoxmelo

InB + ‘Bombs: .

OF ‘863RD’ CHEMIGAL C@MPANY, MR\ A’RATIGNS (H)

!mt'mu,;.... -

‘Daring monthg lrepeivedi aod:
Bonmb dump duties ' -
from furnishing large alrplans guard‘ detail‘s, ‘& perm=

- Lt Joyner attend.ed 28 day Courae at RoA.‘ Ye:- Anti-GaB\ Sohoom Rollestona.

Lo . ‘ L'b. Grobe attended 7 dny Weapons. «Courae ‘at 1It.c:llest;om.

- Lt, cupper a.ttended‘ b/ wday Weapons ‘Coursge: la:b Rollestone.

;e A Organizn.tional m,ui.pment arrivins nmeh fastor now,
, o ) . - v, ensgny e g N
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% i 863RD ‘CHEMICAL cwpm, Amgf ,JRATIONS‘

mT0m-1942 -
B B - s 1?\w - s % -

- On ® Ootober, 1942 Lte 4Grobo a.nd Lt. Joyner and a JDetaompenﬁmé‘f 60.. Eoly -
are tranaforrad\ to Molssworth %o service the 303rd Bomb Group (H) per G.0¢ ¥ 2
para. 1, HQ, 8th Bomber Commsnd, dated 29 Sept. 1942. ILt. CGrobe is in- omnmandﬁ :

uf the Detaohmen’ce -Separate history will be kept for detachment,

—Qn 9 Ootoher, 1942 the; follouing pronntions were madete -
/6 _ /6
?f‘o.“,t.o Cplse ~ Pwt, to Cpl.

s - Marsohark "~ Heidich. ' ‘Todt
R . Kosaoh -  Ge. Padgett .
- Pearson Gr‘e'onh‘ow'r
Van Wychen: )

iOn 9 Ootobsr, 1942, follomng demot.tom meore. made for ‘misconductz
Tec O Hcglu.nd 'l'.o Pvt., Pfc. Birkhead‘ to Pute '
9;: October. A Firat comba.t mission’by the: 93rd Bomb: Group and the firet combat

B ,ﬁissionr y the U,S,. Army from Alconbury. Ta.rgeta Iille. ‘One bomber lost from
330th Sque.dron. Bomb loa.d‘ - High Explosivas, no Incendiaries. 3

: ,411 Ootebor. 1942 w29 Eolle out of 69 put on petmanent guard. ;

13 IOtw.c:bor, ‘1942 ~ 18 EoMs. roturnad rroun SD with q.n.

. ‘Ootobor, 1942 - Roceivved 18 truckloads of 4# Inc, Cluaters.

Z 72]3 Octoben. 1942 - Saoond‘ missi.on went wrong. A1H1 of’ the IGOOa# AP, were
Jottfom@ in-Channel, Ihu'ing the’ month, Capt. Cornes attended 7 day Wespons
Oourse «at Rol*lestouo. ' R . - . .

B Tho noralaw of tho outtit was extromly Yow at the end of this month. They
; 411vad 4n tents without stoves for the first 10 days of the month, . -and the. climate
- was emtremely 0old and «dampsThey *drew quard duty and other details, whea thay

were an;ioul to-participate in the operational. end of the field by loading -
‘snoendiary bombs. -Megs Hall facilities wero conplotoly 1nadoqua1:e and. food poors..
Considerable: siokness resulted., Two EJM., Pvie Matthews: and iCple Ferrera ware .

' tra.nsterrod %o the SOth (General Hoapital- - :

o 51’ ‘Ootobor. 1942 = 29 E.Mo roturnsd from* quard duty in anti.o:l.pat:lon of" an
o.dditional oompany Taplite _

%
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‘l‘ ‘H T 1943. - Sgt- Reoka.s iy ,Supp],y, jpronoted to S/Sgt. , x‘ \d
. aiels .

L 2 Nov. 1943' - Gapt. COrnea. Lt Guppor and 60 Edles_ conaisting oi‘ BQ, R.P. .
~ Section "and one: platdon . moved. £rom Alconbury, Hunts. to Bassingbowrn, (Cambe. per . i
e G 0u # T4, pare. 2, ‘HQ, VIII Bomber ‘Command, dated 30 Qotober, 1942, Lt. Joymer
St Was returned from Molesworth Yo command ‘the detachment. left at Aloonbury per °
o Sompany Order 48, dated 2 Nov, 1942, To aocomplish the ehovo transfor of 49 E.M.,
o 42 were drawn: from Alconbury and 7 from Molesworth per: compa.ny Qrder # 8y dated
2 Hove 1942. ‘Present rstrengi%h and. Staﬁonss . o

26 EoMy wwe-ws 3nd Platoon- with 93rd Bomb Gp. at Aloonbury. ¢

1 Offe-
31 Offm ;‘;52) E.’H. —emene Srd & 4th Platoons- Awith 303rd Bomb ‘Gpe. Jat }Holeswor‘bh.

During tho mont}r Lt. Joymr atbended 7 day Weaponl courso a.t *Rollestono. .

(!n 7th Nov. 3942 the \913‘3 Bomb Gp oonpleted first ‘combat Hission from
Bnaaﬁngbourn. To.rgets Brest. ‘No losseay no incendiaries uaed‘

4 Hov. 1942 L Pfo. Aommer transferred to 36Tth Servioe Sqdn 1n exchange for

~ Pro. METT
si'»z‘ Vt!lov':. ’194"2’ - Pvt. Oado assigae& to Gompany and Jo:.uodt at S'l;e.tion # 121.

yIint. ‘ B o
23‘ Hov. 1942 - Pfc. Spinetta., 2nd‘ Pla.toon» reduoed‘ to Prb *for . mis-conduoto

14 Nove 1942 i?fo. Hill transferred to 30th ‘Gerieral Hospital for return to Z of

. L 2082, - a9 E.u. wmaee A, RoPs. Sec., Yst Platoon = With Sst Bonb. Gp.at Bassingbonrn.' |

: In Novomber, 1942 .qombat opero.tionm bogo.n i.n esrnests’
: out ok all three of the stations served by the the 863rd Cml Cos Our units were in
charge: of the Inoendiary Bombs at each station but only Hi,gh Explosivo bon_nba ‘were

usod on. ‘the An:iasiona in Nove

Opera.tiona nro carr* od :

i
i

e AN e ATTRATL ROk L X 1%
L‘»f‘*m&%‘r%.‘ﬂwvwgﬂmmcww‘ = 2 bt Stan

O.n« lztha Hovom‘oor, 1942- 2nd Lts. Grobe vand ‘Cupper promoted to Tat Lt. as of
29 Ootobor, 1942. ‘ , .
23 Hov. 1942 =~ 'GGSrdl was raasigned to lzth AeFo HQ. of the 1z~m are: :l:naat-‘ricas
Uit is attached to 8th A.Fe for Adminiatration -and Supply wonly. ‘N‘o_v movement - - -
- 'orderlx rooe:lved as yet. 7 : ‘ 4 : o R

- '.l'he A.tr thalon of the 93rd left Aloonbury for D86 in Atrica right a.fter
Thanksgiving, leaving the gronnd echelon. and the attached service: units wi.thout

At Bassingbourn, the 9lst Bomb Group flow 8 combat missions in November.

& oombat funotion. - T
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- “Dmcmaa 1942

- - A G.W.S. Depot of supplies for VIII Bomber Gonmaml wag esta’blished‘ at
_Bagsingbourn during the month. Three. oonvoys of suppliew wWere brought in as

» follws 3

: Dec. to 4 Dec. inol, = Lt.*Cupper with 19 E.M. sgnd 10 borrowed trucks
brough’b auppliea from\ ~Genen1 Popot at Aachurah.

e 9l Dac. to 11 Deos incl.- Lt. Cupper with 1} BN, and € borrowed trucks
brought suppliea fyom ‘General Depo’c at Poyntons ,

18 Dec.. to 19 Deo. :Lnol. TLte Cupper with )6 E.‘H. e.nd 8 borrowed trucks
.bxvought asuppliea from Genera.l Depot at Thatchams -

; All' *suppl‘.les turned. over to: 39th ‘Service Group for ‘storage and issue.

- Mth and 16th Dec. 1942~ Firet meeting of GWS Officors at VIII >Bomber command
» Headquarters s.t Hg_gh Wycomble. All‘ offioers of the 863rd' Cnl Coe. were present.,.

O 1E Deo. 1943 the 2nd Platoon moved from Alconbury, Kunts to Hardwick, Nor=
folk per. e.o. # 47, para. 1, HQs VIII Bomber Commend, dated 6 Deocs 1942, .

on Thuraday night, 10 Dec. 1942 participa.ted in first 1oad1ng. I.oa.ded‘ 6 - B-l’l's:

vd.th 250# Br. Ino. but missiom was sorubbed before take.offfe e
Gn 16 Deo. 1942 i':lrst Air-Rai.d Alert, no: bombs: dropped. N 7
29 Dec. 1942 ~ Pv’b. erijo of llolemvorth Dets trfd to smh Gen.Hoapital.
&{od Dec. 1942 - Teo 6, Sipper of Bassingbourn rednoed‘ to. Pv’c. for mis=conducta

30 Dade - 1942 = First Airphne crash on atation. A Wellington crashed« and
burned, orew ki.med. . ’ D

© . At “B‘a‘s'bsing‘-bou.nn», the 91st Bomb Group flew only 4 Combat Miss:.ons. Bfter & -
starting month with 8 missions it is disoouraging ‘to see :H‘, drOp. The .cause 18
of course the' Bad Weather. , o

e worER gt’:'rzw
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ERE L esmests

TIn 2nd le@oom - Hardwiok

Binds. e e

Pfc. Stephens premoted 'bo Tec Heo
2nd Lt. Joyner promoted to 1st. Lt. as of l'I Deo. 1942,
Pfc. Waldho.ua reduoed to Prt.. for ~mi.aaoonduot. s |

IR Worked at s'booking both Hardwiek and neighboring Sta.t:l.on of Bungay
with Ino. Bombso .

S Air [Echelon of 93rd a1l on DuSe in Afrioa. 86 no alerts for bomb
,'loadings. Plenty of enemy air reid alerts for them, they~ are near the east coast. :

- In H.Q. and ~1+st Platoon— Baasingbourn. e

} . A ohenge ocoured in Offioer wpersonnel. Capt. Cornes was transferred <o

- new job as Chemiccal ‘Officer of the 4th Bomb Wing. 2nd Lb, Alen S, Arial was

- -assigned to £111 the shortage. lst Lts Wayne ‘A.. Cupper assumed command of the
Company on' .28- Jamary, 1943, 2nd L. Arieil >promoted to lst Lte on 19 Ja.nua.ry
per 80 # 19, pars. 7, BQ., Bth AJF; C , .

Followj.ng promoti:ona oocured in the: Enlisted Men:-

Pv{:. %Wheeler to Pfo, - Y Jan, 1943.
Plo, Blennerhassett to Cple. = 2 Jane: 1943
Pfo. Enutelsky to: Tao: 6o w_2-Jan, 1943
Pfee. 'Howard‘ to I'eo 5 = 2 Jan, 1943 -

Following chn.ngél 4in en‘liated* peraonnol oooured‘ - -
18 Jan. 1943» Pvt. Armi jo: ret to Det. at Molesworth fr 30th Cens Hoap.

"15 Jan, 1943= P-vt. Matthe\vs ret to BQ at Ba.ssingbourn fr 30th Gen, Hoap.
- Pfos Prorok tranaferred to 2nd Evec: Hosp fr De‘c. ‘ot Moleg«
wor‘th. . ‘

- 3% Jan. 1943 & Pvt,. Philltips zransferred to® 324th Boub. Sqdn, on his re-— .,
quest for xpurpose oi‘ becoming ‘& combat aerial gunner. :

Durlng January the weather kept the: a.ir activiti.es downe ‘The 91tst ‘Group
oarried ‘out only 4 Combat Missionss Jen. 3rd, Jan 13th, Jan. 23rd and Jan. 271:h.
‘Another was attempted on Jan, 26th but wes reoalled., Ioaded Incendiaries on Jan,
30th but mission sorubbed, We average from 183 to 80 planes. per raid from here,
A1) of the misaions on -which boniba were. expended they were using high exploeive
bombs.

<
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- Pla.toon)

“or Incendiarys

'FEBRUARF: 194&

‘in the. an ‘Ple.toon -

7 Febe 1943 T/S Pearson trensferred to 2nd Gen. Hosp. Our platoon

Bombs.. This was not enough to keep them well occupled and: they drew considersble
housekeeping duties. Trainiug in-practice loadings was oarried on, On 27 Feb.

the Air Echelon of the 93rd JBomb Gp returned from D.Se to Africa 80 aotivities will
,piok up for the base.

A
3

, In‘EQ. andlsbePlatoonn L

E ‘On: Februnry Srd s.nother ‘detachment was split sway and sent. to service
the 92nd Bomb ‘Gp which has moved to Aloonbury. This detachment wee placed in
command of the.newly arrived officer, Lt. Artail. Twenty seven EsM, were sent

* from Molesworth on S0. # 30, paray. 4, HQ,. ]Jet Bom’b Div, dated b 1 Feb., 1943, (Srd

On- Tth of February Pvt. Roth transferred to :324th Bomb Sqdn, 913t
Bomb Group to become: & oombat aeri:al gumnors .

‘On 9th of February Lits Cupper,, Lt, Grobe and Lt. Ariail were. ple.oed on

~-DsSs to 8th A.Fe for special duty to act as umpires in e speoial exercise known

by the code "A114um” to test recognition;, identification, reporting proceedure
on the fir:,u uge: ‘of .gase .The DiS. covered B period of & de.ya. e :
. - 17th IFeb. 1943- Pfo. Prorok returned‘ from 301:11 Gen. Hosp. to 4th Pla‘boon
ot Moiesworth. B R . ‘ o :

.o 23rd* of February, 1943 all Officers of the Company attended g
oonferenoe of Chemcal Offloemw of Bomber WCommmd‘ ’

’ R During the month air activity was! . st held domn because of weather
Only 5 combat missions were completed by the 918t groupy Feb. 4, 14, 16, 26, and.
27. HAnother flew on 2nd Febe but had to be recallsd, Missions still averaging
16 to: 20 airpls.nes, a1l with H,E. Bombss  On 5 Feb, 1943 the first Gombat Crew
‘returned. to thex UiSe = Capts Crum end crew of "Jack the Ripper".

13 Feb. 1943 ~ Alerted to 1oa.d 1ncendiaries but was a "dry run" 1oad
ohanged to HeEe -

- ~ _— -

o &

l'ith Feb. 1943.~ First. truok tranaports.tion recelved' s z-l% Ton truoks
as sub~standard to M=) Chem. Trucks. Had to be pooled in Station pool-as 'bhey

-Were generel jpurpose vehicles.

' 18 IMabe 1943.- Received some regular M-I Trucks, total 8. Distributed

them amonget the 1st, Srd and 4th Platoons in- lst Bomb Wings ’

281;h Feb. 1943~ Received fi.rst smnple *M-47 bomba for traini.ng purposee.

~In 5rd Platoon o : CT e

i

e

After a short settlmg period the. Srd platoon WES: interapersedx amongst
bomb aquadrons ordnance oreows for 1oading experience o.ndf to: help outs,, whether .‘E‘.

u14~;

. at Harowick .continued ‘their work of stocking Hardwick and Bungay mith Incendiary .

R S L
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MARCH- 1943

OND' PIATOON= . - IR . | ' oo
e o - tﬂ)l!&is

L Mar. 1945- Pwtse. Glllmore, Graham and Morris promoted o PfOe

e,

" 20 Mare. 1943- Pfo. Horrﬁs transferred to 2nd Evao. Hosprb&l. ‘

».25‘ Mare 1943.- Tec 5. Stephena oni D Se to take test for Adr cadet training. ,

- 27 Mar, 1943~ lst L, Joyner on T D. to: London to attend‘ school. for week.
(Course on Bomb Disposel) - -
Gontiuued’ bomb: dump: work and training w:.th emphasz.sx on pra.ctioe loadings. N

SRDTPLATGON- I R

' 15th and 18th uaroh. 1943- First test loadings oonducted on 500 # clustar
.with atfondanoe from‘ other sta'bions oi' lst Bomb Wing. . o ~ :

- Lk, Arioﬂl is ‘mads Stati.on« Gaa Defense Offioor andr Station CoWuSe. Offioer
in. additi.on to his dutio- s Dot. comndor. T . -

22 Mar. 1943w l'st Court Hartial, Sgt. »Blalr and Pvt. Dearo for mis«-uae ofs,
. Governmont transportation. ! o

Hq AND 1st PLATOON- ,
- Yairoh, 1943~ Teo 6, Pearson returned from 2nd Gen, Hosp.

s Duriag Larch emphaais was on training. Instruotiona on new M=47s, Ux69s,
- and M=60, M~54 and-M=52 in Clusters and 30# and 250 Br. Incendiaries. Algo M=1¢
dest. Grenades received, tested and demonstrated to Group Qerations Officer before
installing in [airplmes. Demons'bration made wi.th Ingu.,: traoer and AP, anminition’
for. nai‘oty. - , ,

Qa 29 Maroh; 1943 received\ first shipnent of Meg? stock. Alr é.otiv‘ity

mounted due. to. better weather., The 9lst Group £lew 9 Conbat Missionss March 1, 6, - -

8,12, 13, 17, 18, 22 end- 28th. Several load and. "Serub™ jobs during the month

~ also, Number of airplenes per mission remainod at 15 to.20. A1l missions. carried ,.
"HoEs bombs. Lte Grobe of the 4th Platoon i‘lew eg 8. gu.nner and ebserver oa miaaion

“of ‘the 13th Mareh, 1943,

On 10 Maroh, 1943 the. 863rd Ghem. Co. was relievedfrom assignment to the
L2th A.F. and assigned to the 8th A«F. per "Seoret" letter dated 10 Mar. 1943, HQ,
ETOUSA.  On 13 March the 863rd was essigned. to '8th. Bomber ‘Cormand per "Secret" .
letter dated 13 Mar,. 1943, HQ, 8th A,Fs On 22 Mar. 1943 the 863rd was. assigned to

the 1st Bombardment Division or: Wing per "Seoret™ G.O.# 17, par 1, dated 22 Uar.43, )

HQ, ,. 8th Bomber Command. Without making a move we had heen- in and out cf the 12th:
A.F, ‘and were now assigned to' the 8th A.F. with which we had been serying. - Our
assignment Lo the 12th AJF, lasted from 23 Nove42 to 10 Mar.43. During tha:b time
- ‘WO were expeot:.ng shipment orderslgrb any timo but they never mivod. -

1

1 Mor. 1943~ Four truoks tra.nsferredw o 2nd' Platoon f'rom HQ. at AAF Sta. :




 AFRIL - 1943

2ND' PLATQON-
8 Apr. 1943— Pot, Bennett transferred in from 317'hh Service Gp.
zet Aprs 1943* First tra.iler recsived from H.Q. at Station # 121,

" Duttes vrere & cont:.nue.tion of reoeiving and atoring ncendj.a.riee and -
treining on loadings. - : -

3RD' pmoou -

: 25 April, 1943~ Additional test 1oad1nge of Incendi aries carried on with
. Wing Chemioel «:i.oerm in attendance. :

HdQ. AND !Js‘b«PLAEOON‘.- ’ -

P | April. 1943« Pvt,. Reynoso promoted to Pfce

1 &pril, 1943« Lt. Cupper left to attend 7ade.y Bomb Recon. Course by
British B.D.S. at Duke of York, HQ- London,.

18 April, 1943~ First trailere reoeived and distributed

~  «'126 April, 1943 Sgt.- Hutehineon, T/5 Misun,. - T/4 Roberte, Pvt, Blair o.nd
- ‘Prc. Loken transferred to 324th Bomb Sqdn to ibecome: combat Aerial igunnerss,

Air ao’civity reducedx by ba.d‘ weather again. The’ let flow 4. combat missions: q

Aprm 4, 5, 9, and 10th. A1l carried H.Bs. bombs. Number of eirplanes on missions
now improving to average 22 to 26 eince more airphnea and more: crews. arrive as the
build up. gets under way. -

Protective cloth:lng «received end- distributed to Platoona during the nonth :

of April. L , :

— e

29 April - 500# 01uetere of M-EOB received, the fn-st realf etook of" theae !

to arrivo. . ] . .
On 21 April, 1943, Bassingbournr wae taken owver by the. Anerieans frea: the

RiA«F, and became AAF Station # 121 in’ an impressive Flag raising -ceremony at

mid-duy on the: parede groundy ' ; ' '
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zm »Pmoon-

18 Hay, 1943~ T/6 Shearer transferred to 330th Bomb Sqdn as driver
. for Sqdn !Commander. ﬂPvto Brovm transferrad in from the 3301;!’1 a8 ‘exchanges

A : This was & »busy month. Two tripa 0f 2. days each were made to Sharne
brook for ‘bomba,, Then on the. 21st: the platoon moved from Hardwick to Kimbolton,
placing them'back on a Ust Bomb Wing Station. ‘They are to serve the 379th Bomb
- ‘Group whioh, is due in from the U.Se .The platoon takes over inoendiary ‘bomb stooke
and ‘bomb: ‘dump duties at the new station a.fter gotting settled.

In 3RD, Pw:oon- "

110: ‘Hay;,, 1,945&-‘ Another M=l truck: re‘aeiveé from company H.Qe
26 Hay,f 1943- Another M- truck rec:e:i.ved1 from Depot directs

O.n 18 Yoy seven E.M. sent. on temporary D. 8o to Kimholton %o help stock bomb

dump with Inoendiary Bombso _ v -

. Om 27 May,.. 1943 LY b:.g oxplosion took pla.oev at nigh'b during ‘bombing up. L,
Sewrwl E.M. and Officers killed outright and mapy in the hosp:li;a;.il.L ‘Qurentire

L platoon wasg on the 1line at the time but only one: wag injured. Sgt. Rothberg

‘was aeriously injured with fragments of shrapnel through the back. Fortunate
‘that none of. the 863rd men were working on or too near the airplane that: had
it’sn bonb. lqad ‘explode,. : i

Ry m m.e Pmaour-‘-' - .

z nay. 1943- T/6 Hattrup | promoted %o Sgt. :
= Pfo. Pisaturo promoted to Gpl.

‘flb.y, 1943 T/G Gourbier transforredt froxm 41:}1 Pls.toon to- HQ ‘l;o beoome
Company Motor Sgt. 'T/8 Pearson transferred from HQ to 4th Platoon in exchanges
S8/8gte Qestreich trensferred from H.i Q. to 3rd Platoon to replace Blair who had
‘been Court-uartia.lod‘ : , o -

8 Ma.y. 1943- T/5 Courbier and /6 Yenn’ey -'bou&schunch to-pick-up M=l
chemims'.l ,Iruck.. . L R : ' o

3

: 48 May, 1945~ Seven EJM, to 'ﬂxtmbowlton tdf help stook Bomb Dump with
~_'Inoendi.ari‘es. ’ : R .

. l.ia.y was. by far our busiest month 80: for. nofeotive ‘Clusters of 4# Ing. were
~ being gorted by lot numbers and returned and replaced at. Sharnbrook, ~Six ‘convoys.
< was sent to Kimbolton-to stook them with Ino. Bombs. Bomba were ooming in and
going out in a steady stream,. Salvage became a problem a.nd waa ‘a0lved through
contact with the’ Regiona.l Truck Transport. :

S O YA
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-7 Onidrd and 4th of May HoQ, moved from Hanger C" to offices and supply™
room in the Gas Defense. Center, Suppliea’ from the VIII BsCo Depot stock.were
being sent out constantly to. other stations, Ths 863rd started a soparate trajne -
- ing.progrem on C.W.S. defense. The emphesis on defense was given an added zest
by the inoreese ‘in German air activity that ocoured at this time, U-14 ‘destruotion !
- grenades and British 134 dest. grenades were instelled im all siroraft with the 3
aid of the: Group Equipment. Officer.. : : ) :

- On 20th snd 21st ofHay several test «combination loadings were made for
1st Bomb Wing, -and ;piotaxne'g;,.ta;l;en' for record. These combinations: wore of Incende
- iardes and H.BE's. e - oo T

. '~ L& Grobe of the 4th Platoon flew on the mission of 19th May, looks as if .
" 'heris bucking for an Air Medal. T . ' ’

T Administrative matters were also active. A :c;an;patggm %o have evzery ?elﬁi}gﬁbl,ew
‘man gowered with $10,000 Government Insurance: resulted in huge sales and ‘coverage
_almost- 100%, Also. several 0.C.S. applications were submitted,. » T

0826 May, 1943 the King snd Queen of England inspected the AAF Station
of "Bassingbourn, E B . o ‘

" During the month @ Signal Unit was: busy making & £ilm on "Defense of ‘an

. Alrdroms", - Members of the 863rd participated #n demonstrating Gas Defense pro-

" -esedure before the movie oamera, Air aotivity took a decided spurt. The 9lst

 flew 9 combat missions:- May 1, 4,713, 14, 16; 17, 19, 21, and 29th. The Air
* Eohelon of the 94th Bomb Gp was with the 9lst for training and as they: joined
in the battle, aircraft from the fiold leaped to: .a new high of 48 from the 2 -
Groupss - ' : e L L S i
e The: 865rd celobrated its fifst year amniversary by loading 16 airplenes
with 10- 600§ Clusters each and had the satisfaotion of seeing it4 first Yoad
of Indendiaries leave the fields ‘The 91st Bomb: Group also. celebrated iths: first
year of activation on 16th May. The 91lst was activated prior to 16 May but was -
aoctually assenbled at MoDill Field, .Florida on 16 Moy, 1842, S o
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JUN"‘ - 1945‘

2ND: ‘PLA,TGOM

o I ~0n lﬁth June the 2nd Platoon ceased to be a iseparate detwhmant. The . |
. 2nd Pletoon moved: from Kimbolton to join H.Q, at Bassingbourn per 8.0, # 168, pars.
4, HiQs, lst Bonb: Wing. The "Roving Chemios™ of this Platoon had apent thelr
C . f1vet 13 months dn Englend at.Alconbury, Hardwick and Eimboltom before finally
- coming to their fourth Station - Bassﬂngboumo ‘The Platoon had plenty of exper-
_ience in homb . dump: duties end handling bombs but had yet to load for an operetionai
migsion., Of the 26 E, M, in the. Pla.toon, 18 (came to Bassingbourn and T went to -
*l{olesworth* to :join the 4th Platoon.

umemmmm-"_ ; (-'-‘,, A,"gf.,f SRR

3

Batween receivi»ng Ino.' Bombs: and helping ordnance load H B, bomba: for

missions. 3rd Platoon #s being worked over time, With now air opsrations companies

arriving, they. have: proapeot of re-uniting wi’ch 4th Pls.toon at Moleamrth to: look .
forward to. : . _ , _

H.Q. and lat JPI.&!I’OQK-

) 2 June, 1943- Tec e courbier promoted to sgt. »
' S 17/ June, 1943~ 1‘605. Hasson transferred “to. Haiemrth to be: supply iClerk.
N for the 4th letoon. ,
= S o «Tec B Sawyor or the 4th Pla"coon lpremoted* to Sg‘h.
7 18 June, 1943- ‘Teo: ‘5. Howard reduoed‘ to Pvt for mis-oonduot. »
26 June, 1943= Pfc. Reynoso trlnsi'erred to ~2nd‘ ‘Evao. Hospa -
*oa 20 Juns, 1943 Lt ‘Cupper promoted ‘to Captain ¢ as of 1¢ Juss, 1043,

June marked‘ the. arriva.]. i o several new Alr Qperations Oompanies dnto: the

18t Bonb Wing, As an elder outfit with equipment and experience it fell torus ..

w . ko help them settle., We were reoeiving ‘bombs and handling bombs for other

stations almost steady duriag the month,, ‘G 14th and 16th .June,: Lt, 0'Dell, C.0s

- of the newly srrived 88lat Chemical Go., Was given & "Check-~Cut™ on: Ajp Operationsi
“work in this theater. On 16 June the 863rd moved: one half of tha 88lst from
Ridgewell to Kimbolton. v
. During June our. set up at Bassingbourn <expanded. Aoquired‘ brick: hu’cs as

. faddit:lom.l storage spage and en armament and fuse office, - From 6 June to 10 June
" effeotdd installation of overhead tracks on, hits storing *500# Clusters. By using
‘ohain hotsts from M-l trucks, handli.ng made nuch easier. On. 17 June. aoquired a.
vacated dilspersal srea and nissen hut to use as’ Motor Perk and shop. : :

Station # 121 receivad ‘the. ht Station 00mplement Squadron on: 7 -June with
‘one -additional C.W.S. Officer and 4 additional C.W.S. defense men making 2 Ge.s o
N Defenn tOi‘f'ioers and 8 E.Ma now ‘on the Stetion.

A:lr aotiv‘ity was 8low in the: ﬁrst ha.lf of" thel month ‘because of weather,, but :

" increased in the lest helf for a final score of 8 ocmbat missions for.the 9lst. 'Gpe- E

A mi:ssions wore with HeE, 11th June,. 1943 mrhad’ the ﬁ.nt u!e sion carr:led ou'b
~under ‘the. now Taoti.cal Wing organiuti.ons.m — el :

e e e
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. . On the 7th of July, 1943 the 3r& Platoon moved from Aleonbury te: join
the 4th Platoon at Molssworth por SO# 178, par. 27, H.Q.1st Bomb Wing, dated .
& July, 1943, Thig leaves the Gompany. Pinelly split between 2 stations only and
divided almost equallys - Molesworth: 2 Officers and 66 E,M. Bassingbourn: 2 Off-
i8ers .and 63 EsM. The entire company 9 short of T/0 strength due largely to
“transfers to combat by E.M. as aerial. gunners.

HeQeo lst & 2nd Platoons.

1 -Ju'-lyf,;. 1943~ Pfc. Reynosm reassignad fr 2nd Evao Hoaps
- Pvt, Krull ass!«gned i‘rom Ghelveston.

- 3 July, 194&- Pfo. l‘muyor, l[ook, muer, OBrien;, and Pvt. Anderaan
promoted to Teo 6 Gre , : -

m July, 1943- Pfc. Frendh,- Pwh. ‘Démpséy and Pvt. Goraki a;.:;'xﬁ;%g;:m:lL to
Company. . T

S ] July,. 1945- Pfo.. Frenah, Pvite Dempsey and Pvt, Gorald. plaoed om D.S.f :
te Molosworth to holp make: xoompany split. more ovens,. -

Py

= Pyte. Lott from D,S. at illolesworth to H.Q. lat Bomb Wing.‘

(I

o 19 July, 1945- lst’ Lt. Grobe tranaferrod o 325121 Servico Group from:
iD‘of'Eaf'f_A"; (Sré:}& 4th Platoons), - _ :

“

\ - Pfo. ‘Morris ro:jo:lned ooxnpa.ny aftar long soiga in hoapital. -

i Dur:lng ‘the amonth a1k personnal at Bassingboum was givon Y 16 hour: CHS traine

ing course. The 863rd contributed by leoturing on Incendiary Bombs. - Considerable

‘attention was direoted during ‘tho month. to weys and means of reciprocating in.

. the ievent of enemy ges attacke. On 2 July an. emergenoy’ storage site was picked:
for chemical bombs. On 8. July & test run’'wes made from the Bariham Depot on one
airplane ‘load of bombs and times recorded from Depot straight through to take~offse

~This trial was as an altsrnate to stocking chemicals on an ‘operational,station.

'This wes &lso a-month: of steady ktock transfers ‘between ‘stations, Bomb. stocks

“-were not sufficient and it was: necossary"to oontinually switoh stook to the spot

‘" where needed, even to transfering them &t night in order to mske & loading. This

night. transfering took place even while wa.loading was: boing ‘handled by the stetion.

handling the: shipment. For exemple: (On 17, July, Bassingbourn\ shipped 9 truckloads

-~ .of bombs: using all of their traneportation and at: the same time losded 26. A.rplanes} ,
. for a mission, A1l of this was accomplished at: »night, @ good portion under blacke

out.iconditions, The fruits of all this work was & “scrubbed" mission whioch meant
the work'was for nothinge Again on %he 27th, a mission. 1oud1ng of 26 adrplanes -
and. & ;convoy shipment of 8 trucks wag handled between 1700 hours and 0130 hoursw
of the- following morni.ng. This time the: mission wa.s not: sorubbed.

On 11 July, received ouz; first n-ns i‘uzea for Mnt? bomba. training a.nd
lectures wore gimn. . e . .

s
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" JULY = 1948 (cont)
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Ar sotivity was better during duly. The 91st Bonb Group flew 10 opmbat
miasions end dropped 250 toms of bonbs, Incendiary bombs seemsd to be a jinx im
- -thelr initial stages. The loading of 28 airplanes on the night of 16 July was
~only-mildly successful, - Twelve elrplanece dropped bombs: on & target other than
. the primery, The -loading of 26 airplanes on the 17 July resulted in a "scrub"
- and unload with no sirplanes taking off, The loading of 26 airplanes on the 27th
~of. July resulted in disposing of only 8 sirplane loads in aun unsuccessful mission..
-However,- it wae heartening to all of the membera of the 863rd HQ. to be "in the.
swin” of helping setively to £ight the wer, ' L S :

SRR ﬂ““(’:«:’.;,’:a,};:{m}

&Qn" the 22 J&iyﬂ{ Jt;,ﬁ.intnp‘a.rty to celebrate & yesrs service overseas was-held
at Sts Neots. This was s half way point for Molesworth and Bassingbourn. ‘The: :
© - party was a huge: success, T I )
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“T0 BE RETURNED,
TC THE ARCHIVES
OF THE AAT o
HISTORICAL OFFICE §. %

18T BOMBARIMENT DIVISION
- DETACEMEAD ®AW g63RD CHEMICAL 00,A.0,(H) .
- ATTACHED THREE HUNIRED THIRD BOMB GROUP(H)




®

 gND LIBUTENANES

Grobe, David B, Jr,, 0903337
Joyner, Boyd F., 0-482632 -

STAFF SERGEANTS

 Bilair, Bobert§,, 13001794
- Bloat, Floyd B, 17032641

' SERGRANTS'

5 -

’THGINIOIAN GRADB. 1 -

* Boberts, Blwyn Jy, 13025036
' QORPORALS -
_ Batson, Allen T,, 17052151
" Campbell, Merle C., 19017616
Watking, Devid M., 16053479

¢ DECHNICIANS:

. Oousbter, Clarve F,, 36117967
‘Gordon, Ivan D,, 36230113 -.

Hoglund, Elmér B,, 30089187

" . McOarty, John M,, 36230136 -

& - {0gaen, Raymond J,, 160WHGIN
.. [Padgett, lonnie H,, 6 38072312
L Bawyer, Donald J,, 33160177

3 - ‘Sharwood;, Bichard @,, 39236841
- Sipper, John, 33168009 .
; ‘Whitman, Harold @,, 39385562

T

DETACHMENT AN

Rothberz, Harold 4., 32197628

i T e
o ¥ 1
Bl L6

&

~ PRIVATES:

© Margolts; Dentel (NMI

63RD CHEMIGAL €0, , A.0u(E) -
AP0 634, BIOUSA

" Ogtober 5, 1942 .

. PRIVATES FIRST CIASS

Algchmler, Walter V., 39239567

3&1{61‘ £y Harshal‘ D’n 32265572
~ Blaisdell, Horace B,, 36318468
Cpcilda, Frank P, 36317516

Dearo, Jose 18015307
Garcia, Paul M, 39088185

Hi11, John P, X304965Y

. Enutelsky, Eail R, 3221448l

2ex Kornbiun, Touls, 32197979

~ Mock; Donald L, 38064056
~Montaperto, John S, 32322563

Nyiedszwieds, Bugene J,, 36314804

. Noaworthy, Kieth E,, 32198328

0'Brien, Michael F,, 32198L05

‘Petl, Desley J., 36235395

Pisaturo, Dominick J,, 32198405
Prorok, Bdmmnd M., 36314709
‘Sanches;, Nicomedes L., -38071297 -
Stenwall, Carl E,, 32198172 - -
Vargo, Paul J:, 36170739
Vodlcka, Leonard B., 16067957

EES

* Arudjo, Mick C., 36071672

Blass, George (NUI), 323M47h9
‘Boyar, Bernard. 32342054 .
Oarstens, Fred H,, 16067928

* Oichy, Stanley, 36317520
- Ferzoco, Felice'A,, 36300824
‘Groenhow, Robert G, , 391718L0:

Hérfrafa;',; Buben E.‘o.",': 380‘118“0
Iivingston, Glenn, 38071840 -
Tott, William S, Jr, 32345889
Malouin, Fernand ¥, ;5‘107‘];9215.
Yy 12057604

Gronbore, Brmost Js, Jr., J3USH3RH
-Henstn, Dotch, 211885
“Herbert, Emerson S, ‘3‘1066693? -




. j 14 0ot lt»z ch Eu:. t.rfd to 3oeh Gen Hesp. o ' - "
' 2 Now M2 Tf5 Padgett L, Padgett .., Sipper, Pfc metelm,' Nomworehy, E@nson,
» . Hoek, trra AAF Biela 12,

. 26 ‘Dec H2 Pyt Arnﬂdor %rfd Dat of Pate,

13 Jan l&} Bvp ArmoJe .jd. L

17 Jan 43 Pte Prorek tred Dot of Pnte,

25 Jan 43 T/% Roberts and Pvt Blass trfd Det of Pntl.

3 Peb 143 27BM ‘tr£a Bta 102y 8/Sgt :Bzas.s-, Sgt Bothberg, Opl campboll /58 Gnrdon.‘
‘Uclarty, Ogden, Sharwoed, Whitman, Pfo Baker, Cecilis, Garcta., Kornblum,
P:nsatnro. Montaperte, Stenwall, Pwt Otchy, Carstens, Deare, Ferzoce,

B » ll» Bmara Hog].und: Iaivingnton. Nalenia. Hargolﬁw Rouito.‘ S!.nuk and A
o 7 Yeb 43 T ! J&.
26 Apr 43 2l nobert. to28 to 35Utk Bombz Sq,. : ‘
3 May U3 T/5 anrbzer #r£a to Hy 863ra Cal, 2/5 Poaraen trfd "‘863:'6. enn.

Iy gt Norrigon,, Bgt Hiha.lc:lk 0@1 Duraw. T/s Buohon, Galhghaq.
' ychen Jnd, : '
' 7 Jun ’4»3 T/s ‘Haggon Jas

7 Ju 4% 2784 ena 1 0ff 3 let T ATAN S, mun. §/Sgt Outroicu sgt Rathberg,'

Cpl Breaturo,. T/5 Gord»n. MoCarty, Ogden, Shawoo& Vhitmn, Pfo Baker,
‘Cecllia, Garcin,, ’Kom'blnn, ‘Montaperto, Btenv&n Ml‘ Araijo, Gaupbell. -
carlt-no, Cichy, Dearo
B‘outo «and: én
4! :

Kralhuk:y Ja. ,
s Kyagingky tr£d to- !q 863:6. Cud Coo
Ogr'temgf tred 360811 Bomb Sge.

e J’amf 0 2/ 0 =0,

&g Fob *uu lut ,«Lt ABILII. trtd tc~ X Mr Sv 3

11 Fob MY 2nd Lt ANIRLMAN: ¢pfq VIII Adr Fercerlut Lt ‘CHESTER B, HOVEN Lo
12 Teb 4% Peo Abrams & pvt Price Jd; Pyt Hu'non trfdJ 3rdl Sta 1Gom;p Sq.
Al Teb U4 Pyt Hodbs jJA, ‘

o4 Ted 44 Pyt Watkine trf£d 3591511 Bomb sq., S

29 Peb 4k Pto Stemn trfa 303rd Sta Hosp 'Dat of Pntl.

SECRET -

Ferzoco, Bcrrau,z ‘ﬂoglmd, fﬁiungeton. *llalouin.




Batson trza. Dot l’ntg; et Tt ZHRESKY trfa 20th Rapl Gon: Dgp°
Qp%. E:ster Pgs Dempsey,Pvt Hargolis trfd Hq Sq Bet“tj" ASC, USSTAT,
: ~m‘eyv Pyt Hargolds J&

L Tf% ‘Binslew,Ptc Horaga:, Hnler Pyt Crous Jd.
)} Cpl Batoon Jds ‘

7,5 Tingley trfd 398th Bonb Sq.

v 4l P Pantaloo trfd Dot cf Pate o

‘ VT:ISse Brugger Jds

¢ Sgt Basscon trfd. Rq 863rd Gm1 Co.

,flt"c ?agtalco Jd,m 70€h Bepl Depot

llh»“i Sgt. Brugger trfd . -

) egibram trfd Dot of Pnte 4203 US Apay Hoay. ‘~

¢ W4 P
I.m. '.E/fj) Ogdsn\ »trfd. 303rd Sta’ Besp.
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8630,

g, SfiSgh Sloat\. Floya B, 17032641
. 8az s Vargo, Paul T, 36170739 )
g o5 Gordan. Ivan D,, 36230113 ‘
7¢6 115 an Wychea, Jolm 3., 36235319
- 786 Pfe Cecilis, . 35317516
786 Pge Garcis, ?ml ’H.. 39033185
‘ ,.r{es Pfc Idvingsten, Glemn, 38071840
786 Pgc Holarty, Jokn M, 36230136
' 786 Pyt Campbell, Merle 0.. ‘18017616
786 Bvt Cichy, Stanley, 36313510 :
- 786 Pvt Rerdte, Arttur H., 3 6318628 ,
~186 Bt Sc.nchn« MHanuel A., 3807179&

'i . ‘o S. ‘No
1870 S/3gt J&ﬂ” &, , 38053335
786 tGpl Butun Allea B, 1705251
3h5 01 Darey, Earl J., Y7ou20h
" 345 "¥]5 Barchell, Emvanuel ‘n.. 36318515
- Blaisdell, Horace B,, 36318468
S /5. Dempsey,, Lew s A,, 32498386
786 Pte Armije,, "Hyck, 38071672
786 Pge Mller, Harvey H., 190925114
" 3us, Pyt Dearv;, Jose, 18015907 -
: 786 Pvt H.glnna Blwer B, 39089187

810 9/S% utrelehx ¥ilten X,, 19075013
1055 Sgt. Bothberg, !arold. A, , 32197828
786, Opl Pe1l, Lesley J., 36235395 -
35 t/5 Groamov, Revert G, , 39174362
g 7/5.0'Brien, Michael T., 32198373
835 T/5 Sharveod; ‘Bichara @,, 39236841
735 /5 Vnitman, *Harola G., 39285562 -
¢ Pfc OGorski, Stanley 4., 32488198
7 g6 Pfc Grenberg, Ernost 4. Jr.
786 Pfe Moraga, Bdward , 395684
. 786 Pfo Prorek, Bamnd M, , 363111»709
735 Pyt Hargelis, Daniel, 12057604

186 #75 Sridmore, Terry '.. 3h703737

=

ﬁ mmggg & 200 -

.L 786 Q' ;5“ Hcﬂm.

‘ 786 '2/5 Pearsen,
786 Pfc Beker, Marahall D,
N 3’*5 Pgc Montaperts, John 8

.  786 Pt llalouh. Tornand-B- X, , -
- 786 Pvt Stransn. Flias: J.. 1206

|
78
786 Pwt Free, J’ohuuS Jr. 3

1 786 Bt Sk, Potor‘. 39.197555‘

.L. 5, N, -

3315“321‘

,Od(a) T(Q} o d )

17 Decexbor 19Uk

mmax. l'rnni: e 3302157
Euhon B 38071869
786 /5 Hiedswieds, Bugene: T 36314808
George W 'Trn 3“211937

786 Pfc. Eornblun; Louis, 32197979

_2322553
786 Pyt Blass, tGoorgo. ‘323NTHY
oy 1’-&12)&809

786 Pvt Orout), Boy B

Pte Yards, »rx'-a-k |
786 Pyt DiGregarie, Autonte, 3:;19,,;_,

786 Pvt ‘Garlow, Dusne: N
7186 Pyt Hebbe, Hathen *n* 3938
786 Pvt Price, Charles L.,

~Tet T EH0WAE, 0BT T, 101037932
st It mvm. omm B.. 101036199

oip 380!
186 Bfs Pantaleo, Philip J,, 12077643
822 Pvt Fersoce, h‘.lice L.. 3 30082‘&

R ety ¢ ]
St T

6668538 .39 ,

" 345, Op1 Pisature, Domintck J., 32198405
055 !/5 Alschmler, U.J.tor W 39239567 :

786 /5 Gellagher, Bavard Ly, 322660 »
786'2/5. Sanches;,, *Hioonapw 7129'17" :




' e Egmgrg-,jot“l}oppm;’t}tona'.r -

~£111'the mecessary Cheaical Boxbs and dsliver them te the planes, There the

SR }g;:,@ 4n the varieus platoons would take the Dembs and lead then fate the ships,
o Thle , : AS: 1

- gnisation would do if gas warfare did no¥ dsvelspe, asi it is the stersge, loading

- - and hauling of

% adl %o the uncertainty of the matter, the Atr Force ts coneldering conbiniug’

" Thye e the story of what happened %o the men ia one half of & Chextesl Os.,

84 Operations (Heavy) after being detsched from ito parent organisation, in

" Juet who: thought up the idea of having Ohenteal Coy, #0.(E) 18 not known
&t this time. One thimg here at Molesworth 1s kmown hewever, That 1e, that

- ‘the Datachnent never £a13£411ed 1ts eriginal purpose..

2 ﬂhoth»ry uweundnntoodit &s,'q",, that in at"he‘;;xoxrr.o;iti ‘o2 Gap Varfare o full
" Ohemionl Ca would be attached to a Bemb Greup, The four platoens in the Co-
B  would each service a squadren, A Refflling Sectien of the. ‘Company weuld

ot up looks: good on paper, However it was uncertain as to what the org-

n ncendiary benbs has been ths aseigned duty of the Chemical Coo, -
v“t*thten-zi,(?ni&v?)ﬁ. e e ‘ L :
At Holesworth an exporiment was tried, which experiment s still going one ‘The:
Chamical Detschment was Breken up and the men were assigned and physically ° :
A  four. Dod squadrens: and Ordance Cempany, Supposfdly, 1f this system
. prow tisfactery tho whole Air Force would adept this plan, While the Head-
. quarters-ef this Bexd Croup feels that ths experinent has been satifactory, ne
.7 other-station in England has oopied this ‘system, It is doubtful if any ether sta-
%ion Wil do. 86, T TR e e e R

-

_except the Chemtcal Detachment which will retaim its Ldentity, Such is theway -

. 'Phe chapters and monthly installments of shis diesy have been writtea by the.
enlistod men of $his erganization, Ite purpose iw to reflect the actiens, feelings,

‘thoughts and prodlers of the men themgelves, Aa this 19 written most of the men

- have been overseas ever two years,. _ v R

" into ene organization all the ssrvice units of & statien, ‘Thxs ig of course all

Molesworth, Honte.,

S M

- Bagland, 1 De‘penbar“ﬂm o _— B ‘. A COSEX. .1, mm’w 8,
7 T - S et lt,, | OWS, o
‘ Ooxmianding. - :

e

: « -
s e S R
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ﬁ: .+ B, GROBE.JB,,(ab. that tine 2nd It), arrived at Melesworth, Thia-was past of. the
; :“} s Bickmond Aray =f&$;'vfmdsg;‘éblgfefgl oubarking ‘for‘«rqgegqe”..
863rd Chsulcal Go,

o assigned ‘barracks :

. ‘the 1sesl Pubs were quite essy to get te, This wam's
© - ment of Infantry arriv take charg ase Cuard 5 66X
Jo7 o tame erected & mew guard post beyend Site 5, which %ock An our site just & little

L - Datyy

" uiehed in time, That was the -last time we saw thiw picture,” Tuo in » Bed.” This

*
e

0B 5, Octeber 19\&23 smucomfai ‘of troops: under ths: ‘cox?man:d.f(-zef‘c‘apﬁm\ ’m‘n‘D‘ o

" Ohemtcal- Company that was formed &% Spokane, Washingten and brought up fo fall
" gtrength by ceabining men of the 863rd, 516th and 119th Chemical Cempanies at:

‘Thase veterans of. two months service in the B0, dmown as the 3rd ‘& Ygh Platoons
A.0,(H), reported to Statien # 107 Headguarters, later to be
tuated en Site 2, This was ax advantage-becange at Shis time
rtionlar site and therefore .
. ‘Iasting hewover as a Detach-
6d to tske charfe of all Bage Guard Duty and at the same ‘

st of the base didnot extend pact this p

- Pe

‘Just what our firet impressiens ef Holesworth were, is ‘Eard to tellj some enjeyed
4the Bove and ssparation from the rest of the company; others dida't; just as
© divided were cur ideas of Molesworth. It seon becane a routine Amy Life of Guara -
: - KePo,, wweating out a line for ‘chow, woekly Saturday Oas Mack Drill, sweating
& 1ine for weekly cigarette and candy rations and regular dotalls, = . .

. 'The first several menths eof our 11fe en the Dage Were quite different from the '
" . preseut. day, There wasa't any Amsricen Torces Network $o 1isted tej no editions
‘of Yarik or Stars and ‘Stripes to read; very fev mevies were shown, ‘The piatures
~we 41 jget a chance to: see, 1f you were Tucky ienough ‘te 2 . seat ox & place
4o, stand, were oither Baglish made or pictures everyone had ween before, An added .
_attraction was the constent bresking dowa ef ‘the projecter or slectric power, The
. building nearly ‘burned down ene:night when an eld £ilm that had been patched
" together ence too eftea jammued, setting the film on fire, howaver it was exting- -

_ wasn't the right title for the picture, 1t was & new naue Yo fool us inte seeing

“the. sase picture for the fourth time, . R R _

‘We enjeyed ne laundry nor dry cleaning. gervice the first ssveral months, Thie = -
gituation’ encouraged private enterprice. Tour ambitious men of the cutfit, teking
" adventage of an oppertunity formed a partnership and luag eut ‘thelr shingle. It
- yesadt The Snowwhite Leundry Oo, T43, 'The company was: formed- for the purpose-of’

 reimbursing a slight deficit in funds used for visitiag Tielcester and Isadsn to

- indulge in beer and scetch, Prices on-each article were regulated but the Company

collapued pay day, the crisis was passed, Soon after our lewndry was ssnt toa ~ ©

~commercial laundry ence & woeke. At first you sent nine pieces and were glad to

. got meven backs A ' R

| Bpe NAAFL,(Navy, Army, Air Yorce Imstitute = British) ;was ene place that offered

 recreation for the type of fellow who: d1én't, care how mddy or sour.the besr was,
. or how large his head folt in' theimerainge. The. \he_e‘:}nl.»';qt;'ong onough to.gend some
'~ 4ndividuals back to -the barrecks by wey ef the drain ditch aloageids the road; ‘Others:

o — e

Aaatny




stayed to harmonise, if you could eall 1t that, on the eld standby ballads untsl
the last glase of beer had disappeared. R I

| The emall but growing Bomber Torce of thutitime was hitting et Bubrarine Pens,
- Marshelling Yards and other targets en which 4ngendiaries had no effect, Therefors

- the work for which we were trained was not: 4n demgnd, The personnel of Detachment

Capt ‘CROBE romained in commend pf the Fourth Platocn, 8/ Sgt: S1laat becane Acting

L PFirat Sergeant, Tou could %e)1 by the inspections we had that wo were kept buey.
- Col, KELIONG ‘

- telaef: 25 dstails being performed on the same day by 23 men, You Just couldn's

A{,Z-}'siﬁo:prfﬁlgq’m he got started, R } . . o )

* Gometimes we didn't have it very easy, for example, one night Oapt GEOBM received

s eall from Alcorbury for 110 five hundred pound cluaters, Most of the fellews had

- nine PM, Elghteen men were available for work, ‘The benbe which were stored in e

" leaded on & truck er tailer, Zech bomd ‘was wt111 orated weighing about 700 pounds,
 Thee was the last good dsed we expsoted to do, by the time: we had loaded the last -

" we took the bombs: te Alconbury where we found.the 876%h: Chemical Co, alsoe crating
.7 4n 'bombs, The next ordsr was to lead as many planes as ¥e icould before take-off
time, 1% was ene grand mess,. It ended by ‘the Fourth Platoon and the 876th teking

nearly half their leads back with thems The sack never Jooked se good before.

" 'work wcheaule, The Thira Platoon returned to MHoleaworth on 7 July 1943, our - -
""" strength was mew two officers and fifty eight enlisted men, Loadings of English
" 2501b boabs and eur ewvn Mi] incendiaries vere ne longer ‘& /novelty but s regular-

.- @ecuraice. Rest periods came en the nighte High Bxplosives wors used, Qur work
*  alse consisted ef policing our bomd dunp area and maintaining a fresh supply of

| asve ‘handled ‘them go often you couldn't tell the golor ‘they were painted, Nrat.
© ‘we clustered them; loaded them for a miesion; unloadsd {then; unclustered them;

" hamled ‘thea to the old benb dump; hauled them: to the new bemb &nmp; the payoff -
~came-when we. had ‘to weigh each bombd to find about 15 bembs that weighed 61 instead

" of 621bs they wers supposed te weigh.

As ~p§ora€télié: against enemy objectives ﬁmeﬁs&gw 1a oux ‘um5~‘cénd£tiona~ T
prove accordingly, A radlo in every darrack, vasa necegsity when the American -
Torces Network begain breadcasting. At first only two hours a day gratally in-

" and ‘Stripes brought hems and world nevs as Americas as spearmint gum, The movies-
_improved considerably vhen a duilding, knewn -as the Boxy, on 8ite T was designated
_.as the new theater buildiag, & new projecter was addsd, Twentieth Century Fox.
" doneted U450 upholstered theater seats. Some of the plotures shown are the very
1atest. A new bar was opened adjoining the theater, Beer and Coca Cola can be -

:. . "1”‘; e i
L SROHET -

" -was rednced to 23 mea by sending ‘the entire Third Plateon to Alcontury en 3 Peb 43,

KBII00G 4n questiening T/5 Alschuler, our'olerk, during e surprise visit was o

" been to the NAYFI during the evening, having a few beers whoa the call came sbeut
Higsen lmt -in the eld bemd &usp had to be leadsd onto a handcart, whesled out o be

pomb ‘en ‘the truck it wam four o'clock-in the: merning, But wo were net te rest yet,
An!.ncroaw :’In:;ﬁih'oamsoﬁo!, incendiaries was at this time the tm'ntns ning point ofm =

~unerated bombs. to-be ready for leadimg, One lot of Mi7's gave us a 1ittle trouble, "

creasing their schedule, The Yank weekly magasine and daily edition of the Stare -

e .
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 commenly refered to » v ghe ple
- - lose your ‘bankroll payday betting on the ealloping ‘dominoes.

-~ Eeld
' Divieion Champiomship, after completing & very successfil schedule playing other
Americen fﬁgg,o;g, ntg;pw:iﬁhgpughau;t‘ thn UeKe N 7 S e

‘p-azaehssé'aﬂ 2rom GPH %o 6B gadly, "Pagfy’s "or the "Cas Boues® a5 the plece 18
by the regular customera 4o $hs place’ to meke & fortune oF

 Bport hgnligate of the Company were provided by Brt Peter Sinuk and Pyt Jelico - :

A, Tergoco, Talkative Pate appearing 4n geveral fighte at ‘the Raiznbew Corner,

_ Londen, After winning his faret two fights he lost to the late Vince Esgak, who -
. later became B:760s Heavywolght Chazp. Pete also boxed in the Sth Aty Force
‘Boxing Tournament: held recently. Fvt Fersoce played regular shortstop on the~

!2guhx¢1%é-,» Baseball team that resched the £inad playoff ia the Firet Bonber

o >3pvz'$nesﬂngm£m: «:sca;‘ﬁtu’o& throughout: the base.. ‘ﬂ'ﬁo"-no‘ Jonger live together as &
v ’.CD‘etm;n‘tf.ﬁBwpver ‘We asgane: that someday vhen the war 4p over, we will Ye
- brought baek together and then proceed te the v;.;s.&,;ce hopes o

N _combining of these groups. 1 mach better than keeping. \ ,
“ peason is thisy in the past 1f the aircraft ‘2oad.called for 4ncendiaries, ‘Chemical
alone had.a big Job: to shoulder, because the nusber of: Chemical men vas less than

- ioameoBOBE Lo

‘ The loading of aifcraft with bombs to ‘be drepped on enexy Jndustries: or anyth.tng )
7 4hat we could demelish or bura %o hamper his var effort was ‘the: tagk 0f two groupssy
/ Ordnance ‘and ‘Chemd'cal,. These groupe .each separate were: ':Qspoalibl_oa for load=

" mlummm.h fraguentation, high explosive and incendiary boubs, 0f theae
- three groups the ‘incendiaries were handled by the Chentosl Opo ;AO(H),. A adr pover -
. Ancreased and personnel streagth. rexained ‘the same Ordnance and Chemical were - -

combined, nod ‘officlaly bub jJust on & dstached service as’tdiul;.] In my opinion the:.
‘them separates My main

. half the number of Ordnance men, yot the nuiber of airoraft to be loxdsd vas the.

. game for ‘each groups That was ene way the 'fChan“twmm’en««.'bonlﬁ@towvhm"thaglgiaupn;
- .were combined; At one stage of the war the percentage of ohemical boubs: used was

considerably greater han: the percentage of ordnance Domks, Eut at the present: I.

“Would #ay the figures are reversed, The one thing T aislike about working with =

' Ordnanee 1s that we practically work ucyerynnifgﬁt:,ﬁiihbr}aua» 42 Chemicad was separate
“we would be at work & few nights a ‘'woek, But the fellows in armament had to be at

© ‘their planes for every londing before and after the comdbining of Ordnance: end
‘Chenicals ‘So' they have it rough ‘either waye : I o

In sumner the work is :Mto‘ agreeadble because we often load in dayught and got

‘ many & good nights sleep. ‘But sunmer 0¥ winter we are subject: to e called to

load anytime of day or night, Te me it was 1ike an invisible hatchst ctmq‘i';a!xtl.‘-;y'T
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B _DIARY 0F DeraCmens VAW g

~ banging over oy head, I had a streng wigh that the war would be ever before
. vwinter st in,. These loadings. practically every night are far-from belnga
 pleasuve, To leave that aice warm sack and gst tup and eut: 4n the dark cold
-~ night %o load eomebodye dirty 01d airplane, well that's what started me on
By way ef becsming an ‘expert. at awearing, I'm going to hate planes-for the =
. rost of my 1ife. ‘Gentlemen, 17 you want to hear & barracks full o swearing,
. ‘bitohing men Juet be around whem the loading order comes in en eny winter = -
- night just in the middle ef their sleep about: two AMe But once they leave the .
~ barracke and start to work the griping ende. Every one wants to get 1t over with
- ond get back te that 13ttle sack before-1t gets cold, The ‘welghte of the bombs
. 'varles from 201ba o :2001bs, The 201b fragmentation boxbs are re dy fused and
- --in dlusters of eix making a totel wolght of approximately 1201bs, The biggest
- - Job with these bonbe is tc uncrate them, remove the fuze: tapes plus a few migcel-
- .laneocus: jobs te pr

EER us: eparo: ‘them for the actual ‘londing, They are 1ifte by hand, T
- meu working up in the bay, and two men below, The lifting takes much less time - -
- than 'tk preparing, Practically all the men digiike Anading eny boud: weighing

. less than 5001bs, Tho big etuff 1s easier vith less work inyolved. = =

- 'The 1001b GsPo. or general purposs boxb' 18 all right considering only ‘the pre~ :
_paring such as fastening shackles, toggles, arning wire and safety wire, &nd the
- 1ifting done by hand is net too hard, But. the amount of fuses used is high which
makes: the Jeb nearly twice the work as required by the "big stuft", The togzles
©7 are used to sling the bowbs doudle: #0. two cen be: carried en. one station, :thereby
- .the bomb:lead is increaced conelderadly, = S et

Zhe: 2501b: G+P, can be either cranked up by hand ex 11fted, The oranking ie elow .
because: theres are about 20 bonmds por plane, each boud requiring a. coupls of mine _
- utes oranking, Most orews 1ife by ‘hand beosuse 1t ‘48 quicker, If eur planes were.
- ‘squiped with an electric hoist the: loading: job would be twice as easy, -

~ “The 2601 fragmentation bomb is the toughest 1oad of all, Thirty of these for each
. plane which 1s just-a couple of pounds less than four tons.of bembs to emch plane -
and the four man crew may have two ‘or three planes to load, =~ ‘
- The: 500, 1000, ‘and. 20001b bombs are our favorites, They are handled with: hotsts, -
‘which cute down en the back = breaking work; The: larger bembs take less time and . .

- ‘The: twe types ef chemical bombs we have leaded are the Mi7 rubber and 01l fil1ed .
- and the 5001b cluster bomb. The MYT weighs about 651he; which makes 1t eany to MLt
while the 5001b: cluster must be handlsd by the helst, The tai) fia.on *he 5001b
cluster bresks off if tightened too much because it is spot welded, JO‘:’,;cmsgrﬁ.;
learn the hard way. The My7 }angcam'o: trouble in loading too if the ring instds 1s

Bl
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ot ?géevé&"hefére, ﬁtﬁe‘ w'bwstfez"‘ ie 1?nsé:‘tad‘; 'i‘he hémat@r will ‘ot £ in faf enough

~ losdeds Although .
when: drepped & few fest,

AYA.,‘.,A_.,.,_AA‘_‘_.._,,_M,N,AM,‘,4 Eerra e - o o e

" VAR DIARY 0F TRTACHUNT WA gE3ED

~and the bexb cannot-be fuzed,

. On "tmtaw .Jofbuakk in :pra.eti.eany any.jeb there are many prém'o_nsr ® fle‘n'ou rune inte
-and ‘as ugual féatpeﬁen'ce«:lfag 4the best; teacher, v

‘Dhe «gme;;gxmpg, m the E-T-O. fuzed ths bombs Defore lhowstinig then up in the

- from. several :,oe‘t,f but luckily our sule is to fuse when the plane is .conpletely:

 The revetments in the bonb dumps .are open st ohe-ead with & four foot high brick
. and concret wall at either end, Probadly this e a nafety prequation dut 1f 1t T

‘wap: possible to have both ends opsn the erews would not have to wait on each

" other to get their tratlers leadsd, Semotizes the "big brass® want the planes

~Yoaded in.a hurry, vwe 8all this o XEFSKESX "gquickie®., ‘That's when everybody is
impatient walting for the orew ahead to get thnirtrgﬂ.r 1daded, i o

. My &1 morale breaker is the scrubbing of a mission after we loads Bveryone is

- msore: thon. After working ssveral ‘hours et night to load, and lose & night of sleep,
- % means ‘that we must unload the following day. Its. Just 1ike digging s hele and

- then £1lling 1t up ageinm,.: Ve don't mind loading eny time Af they: will alwaye take
~‘them out and drep "em, = S R a S

, -1 plcture onrload.tngcrwa g Just another ceg in *lt'hd_ giganticr imclﬂhd}ef‘ war
- ‘and wish that our olvic leadsrs do their Job well eneugh to keep e from any var

.

AN EVENING WITE THE'SOYS

1've never bean able to figure out why but 1t weems that after supper’ time things -

"‘«Tbepn\ %o plok up: somewhat, Up to now we've been working for Uncle Sem, now that
- We're en our own, I notice a marked difference, R T

I:ﬂ)erty run 'toﬁgéhi;, D‘n"riy}bnew m&: hig brother using athp»':ihonersa at 'ﬂ;@ sane tine,
_-Half an hour te ea} undress, clean up, don the @sIs uiiferm, grabe yoursslf s

- ‘seat and ‘to hell with the next men, ‘Thess beys will bBoost the morale 4n town

" Yonight,. ' e T TEme ST ’ o

w‘-‘!ﬁstz-;q little deserted in the barracks now, "‘dbnjil.j‘o:-‘ef" ‘the Yara Birds whe think .

 the've put in an henest day are stretched out 4n the smok, A Yogt still writing

. 'his gal back in the States as if he had & chance, Big inspestion tomorrew, Plenty
i y‘bs_;‘tc‘hin_gna'bout it, The war iqut ‘be won shinning shoes but the big shote: udod'fsz"

-
. N s

M i

Pt %

B plane and no. doubt thie was the cause ef many an explesion, Ve have drepped bexby
have heard ef RIX or-Composition B and B2 explesives going off

g;‘
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know that, & few ave busy proparing for the ordesl in the msrning, There's not &
demn thilog epen, @0 I think I'1) amble not too slowly over te Daffy's, =

- A few 014 Buents allready ahsad of me thin time, They must bave helped the bsrtender
‘pat ;Msizﬁp!‘ﬂn‘ I3 T force a few QALY nke. @ozp are cgmi‘;f""‘ g.gum noWs MYugt be &
bad movie tonight. Soms kind of an outlaw brand I'm told, ?uat gbout: a 61l house .
BOWe. . . : . ' : o - L )

.~ Here's your.center of entertainment on the poste Tou'll see soms 0dd enes here at the
Bsrror House, Big oard game in the corner with the combat boys, Peunds floating =

- around free as beer, Half a dosen shaking dice for the best drink fn the houge-bitters, |

- Tar end g not crowded, Some one made & mistake and had a Coca Cola fountein: installed

. :&‘hg'rg.; Qh, “:b’d‘b]ge‘gz 8Ye: MJ_. . s .

-f0h6:<01‘& “Boji‘ hassrecms.t An: the ‘éom‘er giving him en all \ont,mngvp I gee the  _
- reoruit is the only one that ie hitting the hammer, Dooks like the 61d one will leech
him %111 the Joint closen, - ) : o ’ ’ ;

Alvays & live one here at Duaffy's. Topic tonight sesms to be oclgaratte shortege,
‘Gripes and groane &ll over the place, ‘wfo\'ive.z won this -war months ago here but as yet
S0 mre still fighting the Clvid War, The Chaplain should set up & twenty~four hour
. service here at the schloge chamber, = = - -

1.nesd a break eo I guess I'11 go over to the Red Oross, I thought that the dinner
 was-'bad but I fii.»n'dgaufw hours later they've: moved it here, ; B

~Ower here's a different type G.ls but a. damn €00d one never the less, Some T Fives
- beating out some heavy stuff on the piane., He hits a few flat notee but it seems to
 f1t in as it's Korsikeffs, "Flight of the Bumble Bes,* Bven at thit lie's got en.
-andience, I don"t follow it myself so I push on to the lounge, Reading and writing
- 4w the  set up here, Oouple of fellews making eyoe at the Red Cross babe, AlL they
are gottiag 1s a mother<in-law suile, . . ‘ SR

Inuged"game of Bingo on tonight, The winner gets froah imi-. Pays to hang aro;md 11‘:9:0,
-gome: times, o 7 o ' ‘ o ST

'Iat‘o»fchont“onf over at Zifliej':méiéh’au s 1'11 muzzel me & fotf pork chops;, I figure,.

The boys on-the 1ine have just finished loading up a few presents for Adodf, I bat
* the dresse with my btuddies a while, They give me the latest: dopes You kmow, right :
Zrom headgquarters = the real stuff, T can always plck up @ few latrinsgrans here, If EE
-they .aint good enough I can always add a 1ittle color, I was mainly interestod in
chow. Since I've got what I wanted I'11 move on to the barracks;. - -

Lights will be out in & few mimutes, Bvary one that's left hits the eack. We beat our -
guns $111 eleven o'clock, then the news, After that it's quiet, - - - o

‘The boyse will staggor in at all hours but so it goes: day'by day. Same routine, We're
. 811 walting for one day "Sadie Hawiins Day", ) ’ : —
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. W LIV FROM PASS'TO PASS OB T0

o Wo've been mﬂnglsndnew ﬁéé over two years end 200t of us are asclimatzed, tub
- we 8td11 run inte mev situations everywhere we go. ' : S

Mpet of the men dn the cutfif are now staying at homes whors. they are the Aadopted

. gon.® Yes, ithe Fnglish have been very tolerant snd 'hespitable, They had o be

. tolerant with us at first,es the breggardly nature of all the Yanks was rather
- ipffensive to.the quiot and sedate TFnglishman, As proef of this I .effer a fow ex-

- gmples in our WD COMDPANYs ‘Whon we firet came over .a nunber of men yYoturned from

" pass in & slightly Mpmitesd" ‘condition, while others stated upon there: return they -

" “had'a swell time, Just goes to sdhqwé‘,gom';ﬁhegda'!gé‘g@od};uﬁl’ﬂ‘ba& everywhere, .

~ For.a while, London.was the favorite place for all en pass. It sesmsd to be the -

' gnly place where all ceuld enjoy themselves, ‘There.was one catch, however, and .
~ that was the problem ef finance. Londnn was prebadly the firet: place in Fngland

_ where evérything sold at. two prices, ene for ¥he Pnglish and another for the Yank,
~ Trte was, the reasen that men bagan to look for gresner and cheaper pastures to

' ¥e can’t leave London without mentioning What every Yank termed the "Piccadllly
- Conmandees,” They.were the girls that found they could make as smch in one night. -
walking 4111y as ‘they could working ‘& whole Week in & war factory, and besides
" 4% wag sort of patriotic, they were wervin, the Army, They weren't e bit backward

JE \about it either. They ‘para;a:o:d:rt‘l_tp‘ilr”'!iiu]ei ' 4n every pub and street, snd made no:

bones dbout what their price was, Yot to be propositionsd at east twice an evening .

B wnp,uqujs:&o»*mm&.(?‘itu wvas: alee interesting ‘to 'watch the price rise am mere and ‘

" more Tanke entered the country., Yes, London was sne place. where ianyene could be .
_satisfied, There are any number of clnenag, theaters and dances %o go to; and there.

seemed to be an sbundanae-of "Miquid: :rof‘no.-‘hmnti!" for those who gx}t ‘thirsty while
on paags . S T el . S AR : .

Now ws come te those greener pastures I spoke of, Most of the men became tirsd of
. spanding thelir months Ay on & 48 hour pass se consequently, they hegan to branch
_ ont: into the smller and wore hospitable towns and villages, It was found that just
sbout any place where there were only a few Yasiks;, you could have & good time en

pass and much cheaper;. which meant you could enjoy two: pAsses whero you could anly -
aford on e before, Becanse of this: ®hranching out™ we begaia. to-mest ‘the ordinary
people of England. Hany were 4nvited time and time aguin to homes on' ‘their passos,.

This has resulted in & better undsrstanding between the Yanks and the Fnglish and - |

314 maoh to further Anglo~ American relationship. Let e, say here that there. wers®

" timeg many times, when the cement binding Anglo-American relationshipe was oracking, &

_ dbut fast, Host of the migunderstanding was s entirely to differences in: language,
gustoms and opinions,. With the Yank going %o places where he was wanted, such'as
thene private homes, many of these difficulties were overcomo, .




S0 1% goss until ths
 ‘British Ally,

Then there were ths sightssers and explorers of
and Irgland and long distances.in search of the
they would make is, 4t takes 89 leag to travel

-axploring thene dlstant vonlme gnd be

. they would return broke but happy, .

>

the outfit, They went to Seotland,
new and old, The one complaint

7 wvel on the: slow meving tralne, After
ing treated ae kings and royal potentates -

pr'éam;t‘» da.y. ‘having @ good tine and ‘making friends with our )
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i ‘l'oday 186 of theelgiblar bachelors of this Dstaohmenh, who marched down: ‘the gangs i
plank carrying full field-pack and rifle into the E:T.0s, have acquired additional 4
equipment;, the Britich, M1, Ball and Chain. Some of thewmarriagea in true military 5
tradition have been of the "n shot gun ¥ variety. These marriages have been ‘more than. %
Just a ™ dry»run o for 50% have resulted in an offapringo 2

5

, 'The following has besn writton by one of our men who ‘has: enjoyed ‘the holy bonds of
rma.trimony for:. f:lvor months.;. The ma.rriage followod. - courtahip of a'bout one yeare?

sl it here before. the fire in ny wife's Tanceshire ‘home, 1 cannot holpi hondering
o ‘why 80 many people look upon the marriage of an American Soldter and an Frnglish £irl
T A Aaomething etrange and Al fferent from a . marriago» back in tho Statoo. :

r cannot soo anything strange ‘or unno.tural about -such a domostio ?e]ationship.

Tomorrow 1 ehall Yeave a.ll thie comfort and pleasant indplence of ny ovn hearth a.nd. )
'home and go back to the: rud and dullness of camp life, but for forty-eight hours,
ke any married-soldier on leave baok 1n‘ rths Statoo 9 I ‘have been & fami*ly man 1Y
ing m ny own; «caotle. -

Somew ‘men;, who havoA heon- uarrie& over hsrae, are fort\mate enough to have their wives

1iving near ~thet camps, but most of ue must be content. with seeing them on a fortys

elght hour pase or an occasional furlough, but we are able to: crowd. a great deal of . :
"roa.l* living and thappienoao into $hooo briof *houro together, . :

My wifo end I attempt to Ywve our livoa a8 normny u the army and war will permit,
and IT'don"t believe our mode of living varfies groa.tly in pattern from the mjori‘ty -
- of such »marriagos.

. Wo pend our loisure houre: in much the same: way A8 'We would 1f 'We: Were back home. -

- Tast night we attended Shaw's Caesar and. Cleopatra at & Manchester theater. Today o -
we-are spending & 1azy Sunday -at home, while tonight we shall go danocing, or perhape: ?%
- toa party at my nifo & cluby, ple.y cards with ovx f‘rtondn. oY o to a good movie. s%

Ve spend our days at the sea. shore, in Waloa. on Yorkah:l.ro wmooro‘ vin ‘Tondon, or m
visiting euéh places of interest as Stratfordoon-hvon and Windsoy Castlo.

it i
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Some» daye we Juat 1de a.round 4n blessed idlonoos and readt sloep, eat, and eit before
the fire dreaming and planning our future in Ameriea, . .

T
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K d:lsculsion hez'e.

Marriager in the By Te0s differe‘ very little from & war marriage in the United States.,‘
-I% is the result of the came old pattern of love and courtshi’p thet ha.s regsulted in
= marriage ever ‘since Eve: captured Adam with an apple,-

- ‘The differencea whieh are the chief 'hea&aches of gotting married in Britain 110
not so much in Engliah tradition and back groun& etc. as in Army " red tape, "

. In the EoT40s. & man not only has to convince his girl on the a.dvantages of becoming

hie wife, but mset algo sell hia commanding officer, the stabion command.er and ths

~chap131n» OR ths 4dea,

~ ’Thiw procaas 1nvolves~ “Sweating out" psriod' of ‘more- than WO months dnring which
- the soldler® ts~ applicationr goes up throvgh channels and back egain, (The only excep=--

tion to this "gweating ont" period: is. th@ ‘”‘shot g,un"" marriage which 18 not worthy of

Although T have ;presented ny su‘b;}act material here /A8 l.a.rgely geen: through Iy own

" eyes;, and there are many phasss which I have overlooked, I hope that I have given
at least ‘an outline pictura of married life in the BdTe06

In conclusion I wish to emphasi»se again that we do ‘mot considor our marriages 1n
- England as something unique and apart from other marriages, and that ‘we take them
vaerifonsly. and not as & pormnent and convi*enont shack jobs - : ’ o
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WA ;ﬂxmz ar nmmfmxﬂ “11" 5 gv:; T ANL Y Y |
h@ﬁ;si()ﬁsg; ker : e " e ey

8 rsfinemenﬁs ami dw&epm@nﬁs in. bambing tec)mique wers :,ladﬁg an add:mimel dutv o
. yap absorbed by the Cheintosd Companies. This additional duby ¥ was the loading of - i
- gkymaxker pombg.  As will be apparent later, for & conaiderable ;:ericd of timgsy, ~
the acid Iiquid £rom thege glgnuay 150] and, gplagbersd up & numbsy of planes .
-on-eaeh niasion. “ften these planes the job of cleaning up e washing

' dovin £el1 4o the Gas Defense Sec fon of ho oteblom, We bake & s.appoﬁutﬂty
cf tharﬁcing cuz‘- bra‘i‘,har &’;hsmic;s far 'hl*eir help mrer o long pari d‘ﬂo.t ti.m :

o to Teave & trail of ancke n £he atr go bhab all Fi
will suybomatically drop: ‘thety borbs: ab the Basl e

¢lobh stieamers. ‘pttached to ‘the fins ®f the
straamers provad un-

', The ;m'pasa of the skﬁzm’}cer i
ceup or combab wing

_Befe:ce sky:aar era viore uged,

] Beaause they ceuld nat be seen elear ¥s

e "?he ﬁrst exparimanml use: oi' ﬂky'aarkers
T ol A large seale began An Cotober 1943. At first they were not oo sueccssful ‘
-rand & mmxber of kinks had to be ironed out. - For instance, giaes enclomure platea :
subber washers, were Tound to.be too delicate, so ib was necensary. after mch .

1 ep o sibstiltute bakelite . enclosars plates. -Anobher niteh developed,
when instantoneous detonation was ugedy reapr planes in the formation wers 1 -
] ed_ with the ‘aetd contents of the skymarker.. - In many casss tha plexiglass .~ ’
» ad planes” was rulned, To overcane this defuchy we used a Bpifish
o~ gegon ,clela;,r b wm’:.eh Telped considerably. ‘Finally, the aerican |

$ ks d@tonaﬁor v)!xieb seemed %o solve all pro‘blems. ;

sr.arted in Sﬂptember 191,3 and their wse

5 t»mapty-;sama‘xncte‘ sry borb Gasing, 489 inches long, and.
: T e $1114ng 36 Titonium ‘Tebrachloride, better |
e arsuli‘cm.c Aeid,. which mixtuve; -
scontimxed 3he use of F‘S.

, fivht vie used & :
Becmse ;!:t; tsa.s sa ﬂorresive ve di

: ﬁt t%ﬁ.s \.\tﬂ%ﬁ‘en *,s:e ba.w prabaﬁlv maed mora sk"wm{ers ﬁhan m. most f:.elas, ,becama
ab oneé:-bime we TS loading Jead plame for othér groupés The ‘greabest nuaber thay
yo have uaedfin ‘any. one glven: monbh ig. 280. "~ The only shipa which: carry skymarkers

are the leaxi and damty lead each of which carry o skmarker bomba. "
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i ST O D RO O G, ABeCE

© 14 Oct bz Ppe BLLL tefd to 300k Gen floup. . .
"9 Nov 4 /5 Padgett b, Vadgest %., Blpper, Pfo Knubeleky, Howsorthy, Baneon,
7 ook, tred MEF Breladp. o T S |
* 6 fag By Pet Lrmlje trfd Sat of Tnde.
C 33 Jun U3 Pveibwelje gb |
‘17 Jan 43 Pfe Provek tefd 2% of Fnbe. ' A
5 dan W3 %/4 Boberts and Pyt Blans $r24 Sat of Pats, LT |
3 Pob 43 27 Gevd B 1023 4fsgh Lipir, Sgb Rothbexg, B Gampbely, ¥/5s Gopdon, -
" Wglaety, Sgden, Snaswacd Hnitman, Pea Poior, Coodlis, furedn, Korabium,
A P4onturo, Hontaperte, Stenwell, Put Slehy, Carstens, Jenve, ¥erdoen,
© Hareswe, Hoglund, bivingeton, Helouwin, Hargolls, Romito, :
7 ¥ob k3 2/l Bobarss Jdo » L ; T

38 Feb 43 Pgo Frowok g4, L :

o Ape 43 T/ loberde txfd to Juhch Domb Be.
= "X by 43 %[5 Courbler tefa to Hq B63ra Gul. /5 Feavson brd B
4% Jun U3 Bf5en Horrison, Sgt Mihslelk, Upl Durey, /5 Dipakell, s

. Ven Hyohan jade . AT T

.27 den U3 P65 Hagson Jdo T e L R LT

7Y ua U3 27EH and 1 022 Ja g leb L AN 5. ARIALL, BfHge Ooptroleh, St Rothbere,

- - G Pleaturo, Bf5 Bovdon, Hebarty, Updan, g’@ﬂmi‘&;%ﬁ&ﬁmn‘ PFye Bakor,
" Gavatons, Uchy, Besvs, Torsecs, Horsera, Hogluwnd, Divingoton, Heleuin,
" Jiavgolts, Romtto, aud Muwele. T o
& Ja i3 Pyt Tots ered Ho Lot Dond Wag, e
15 du3 B3 Pgo Fednoh, Py Dempsey, owakd g6 -

-

fy Gallagher,

16wl B3 st %g (HOBS gefa 1:.{9‘-:325313‘;5@ By,

) Sep B3 Lab Be PRONAS ga, -
g Dot 43 15 Untn trgd to Alr Cowp Unssgds

8 13 Get 43 Pfo Bpasineky Jde e '
- 25 et 43 Po irvasinsky tred to By g63re Gl Ca.

| 7Y Rov 43 Pyt Uavotena brfd 360th Ford Sq.

9 Hov U3 Pot Harmon Jdo .

7 Bac 43 2na W ANIBIMAR jd. ,

25 Beg W5 1ab LMo JBRESKY ja - R

96 fas 43 0[5 Boyar trfd to 3rd Ste Uomp an of 13 Pao B3,

. 3.Jon bl Pro Vedloln trfd to 358¢h Somb Sq. T -

L L Ton Wb Tob Db AWIAIE brfa to IXMw Bv O o Lo

g 43 Hob. Ub pnd bt AVDNGHAN gepq VXX Ay Tovasylst bt CHESTER . HOVER ja..,
k- o Feb Ul Pfo sbrans & pet Priece Jag #vi Hiepmon tred 3od Sta Comp fg. -
B3k Yon UY Pet Hobba fd. . S e R e
L. g Wen W Pet Yatkine tefd 359%h Bawb 8q. -
" 5G Feb Ui Pgo Stenwall trfd 3073rd f¢e Uogp Dot of Pnbe.

i
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Lfm lg@ %1 ﬁmson 4efd Det A’nﬁs; 1t b zma.m $pdd 208k Rsp!. Hon er
s My Gp 1 Hegbar Pie Jonpsey Pvh Hargolis trfsi My #g 2@%”‘;" ABG, THBIAR, .
Ity Pge 3{31&;)333?, Pyt Fargelis j8s
e i 4/8 Pingley,Pic Horegs, Hiller Pﬁ% ifrmi‘a .juo
e il 9?1 Babeon JR.
ﬁsy W 818 Tinaley tefd $58th Yomb Sq.
2& Moy BY Pfo Pantulee 428 St of Fats .
56 dun bl /86 Brugeer J4.
- 32 Pap Wb gt Unscon tria Hy 863ra 91&3 Loy
- A8 Hep I Pfe Pantales Jd.
25 gy Wi %/5gt Brugger tr£4 T0%h Bapl Dapot.
" 30 Oat UL Pes Abrams trfd Dt of Fats U203 US Apmy hasrp.
T8 Fow Ih r&iﬁ ﬂgciem %ri‘:l 3@3@*& 84n %Lasp. S







%19 i the a%ers' of wmﬁ mtm-«enm 6& %he faea in one ha?.ﬁ of o Chomiend Go.,
Mx- Dperations (Henvy) after boing @mﬁad fﬁoa ma p&meab azganiamim, in o
& fiheatrer ef apmts.ons. S '

, Juse who' maagm up the sam e:j‘ Baving B akss:saal @e.. .&-9-(3) 1o me knam
@b this $ime,, Ha hing heres ab. Hylasworth 4s. kaowi howéver. i‘hats 4s, that
~ the ﬂatsﬁ}mm% ’assvcsr feltﬁfiilsd its o:iginél purzmse.

svens o€ @aa %x:faﬁa @ fun S
Tt Tour platoons An the Gow -
By _‘_oi the iabrgpany waum

fe #et up looks g9 pa Ho &1 g:uneertaia ‘
4 an setion wonld dn 1f gas warfares ddd- ot deveiope, sa 18- i the stoxag;a, loauimg
- gnd henling of dncendiary heals hzm ‘been: ths mé&e:aéd :m:'y ef she hma;cai Boey
&uﬁgerb&imw '(}ieavy). -

%io’lemrth ah oxpagitaent vas br&e&. wmch o:parimens 15 w.n gotns OR, ﬁhs
‘Unangoal ).‘htaehn;ant sms \brakm up. end the men wers ssslgned and physicelly
o thoe "end Ordance Companys, Bupposedly, £ this ayaton
e would adopt thia plany ¥nile the Head- -
: ’;‘fthe OXD r;m# has beon san:aet-ory. ne
X8 ia dou'bt!'ul if W othar at&

; 2’@ add to tiw nneertainty of bha mﬁtar. the Mr Ferca o aoné;idurins' nonb{f 2
-3Bbp ORe atﬁnizwi&m 811 the servige unlts of a etation, ‘Thit: 4s of ooVrss all
S "Qxcugﬁ the Gnend Datmhmt which wﬁl retam un mcmﬁi; i &tch i thn wEy

' tha Arw &aos tmngu. : B

'Ehe ehapters zmd monﬁhly inssallnanta oi‘ this dam hava 'baen v:-dttam by : A
-enlisted msn of thiy organisntion, Ita purpose La to. ‘pefieot the actions, feeunss,
" houghte and pro’blems of tha ‘men: themselvas, 4’&9 tm;s 18 writtm mat ox tha men
S have ham ovarasaa ovar tvo mrs. - : .

S 3@16‘5&{5!’%@ iﬁmb‘su S o B o

L Eagleng, X Dacember Bl e : t:czBBY N sfﬂﬂﬁas T
B R S ek M., OWE,

Conmanding.
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a5 Da%s}m' 3.9142 B w&n mvey of %roops ua&er the mm& of @apn‘saia VLD

-k, GIGBE JB. ,(et that time 2nd %), arrived at éslemﬂh. This vas part of %be'

- Ghemical Company that was forsed at Bpokane, Yashington snd brought up to full
" stpength by combining men of $he 863rd, 516th and 1IGth 33:@16&1 %ﬁpanias at
L Biemend Arny Atr Bass ‘bofore. exsbarks.ng far oV8raeas, ,f '

- Theus veﬁems of two months sorvigs 4 tlw EaPe0s mm_aa tha}r& & lmx ?la@aans

" g63rad_Chembosl Co. A.C.(H), peported to Station ¥ 107 torg,
i aesigned baFracke siﬁuatsa on Site 2. Thid wam en advantage bGaeause ab w:a tma -
7 %he COnerd Yast sf the boss didnot extend past thiam particular site aad Shavafors
- %he loeal Pube wers quite easy o got to. This wasn't Iagting hovevor as & Bamh—
oo mend of Int’antry arrived %o take charde of al) Facs Guard Dity and at the ssus

E ~ tixe oreatet s 2ev m& post beyézsd “Ste 5, which took in our s1ta .mt o ‘m-,ue »

Japt whait om' ﬂret mnesaeiam of Holoswarth wars, is i:ard ts ﬁo!.l; mrm enjoyed
4Hs mowe and separation from the et of the compeny; othors. Wan'ts et as .
- divided ware our ideas of Holesworth. ¥t soon became & routine Aray idfe of Suard
" Duty, KePe, wweating.out a line for chow, weokly Saturday Uns Hask" 91-111 sweaﬁag

{;‘ - & lne !cr smekly eiga:ette anﬁ eandy rat:ens ana regazar aatails. ,

 %he tirst wonl mnths of our 11fe on the base wers quite different from the -
preesnt day. There wae' t any - émrim ?orceu 3@3149:3: %o lue& tog no editions

Lo 'we ;u gu ,Mcb to ne, u yon uore lncky anou@h to. gst s amt'.,,
. to stand, ore dtbm; ﬁngliah mds.or piqi;ma evaryone had seen

T togothgr:ié c¢a Lo anen ;Jam’zcd. 88 ting t-.hs nm on ﬁrn. imwévar ﬁ, Yop eaﬂ;ing—
- ufshed in tinme, Phat wae the last tiue we saw this piot’nrb,“ Two in o Pad." Thie
“wman't the right title for the picture, it was & nev name te :!;ool s S.nto seeing
thn L piaimre rur the fonrth #im. : , _ : .

‘ iianndry noy ary olasntng sarvica Ehe fiwr& ssYera ,
‘,ee ‘ragad p:zivatc anterprise. _Tenr ambitiom Ren of m ouf.fit. emng

A . ; ‘rlanndr_y Bo. Idsd. ,i‘hé nonmmr wal £arimii for m A ‘
- remlmrsihg Pe alight, doficit in finds uned for visiting lislaewter and rﬁs&;ﬁ ta v
4ndulgs 1n baer and aestch, Pricow on smsh srticle were regulated huit 4 %m;geny
collapsed psy day, the erisis wns pusisd. S6on after oub lpundry vas sent %o a
- commeroisl. lnm;d,ry onge a veek. Ay ﬂrat ymi sen% nxaa piaass suxa vara g’.md to
29t s&ven b&ck. .

The BAAFI (yaw. Apmy, Mr Porce Iastitute - Jrituh) MBS one pmc‘ ’t!iat eﬁ‘arad .
reeteat-ion 2oy tho type of fallow who didn't cave how maddy or U the besy wae,
_ or how large his hemd felt in the morning. Tha Yesr was atreng enough to snd #OBS
mavidnals baek 0 the bm- 'by way of ths an.z,n dnck alangsi jthe roa&. thm-ﬁ

Je

 Page 2.




' stayed to harnonies, Af you could call 16 that, on the 01d standy ballade 1

Dho smadl Buk Etm’ng.léexiﬂ;‘er Foxes of iat ke e 4L o B e

Harahaling Yards end othor tesgots B TS tncendisries had no offeot, Fhevefore
tho work for which we wore treined was not 1n dsmand. The perdons el o2 Detgshasnt

e remuesd to 23 men by sendlng the antire Third Platecn to Aloonbury on 3 Fab U3, .

et TGRODE vemainod in comsend of She Foursh Platoon. §/bg Float becams follog

Firat Sergeant. You Gould tell by the inspestions ve had theb ve were kept Vuay.

Gol. KELLOGE &n questioning /5 Alschmler, our olerk, during a sarpriso vislt was
o % dotails veing perforned on Wio'same day by 23 men. Tou Juoh conlam's
Somotines ve @'t have 18 very casy, for azaxple, ona night Capt GNODE regelved
baen to ths FAFFI during the evening, having & Zaw beors when the ¢all cames about

" nine P, Bighteen mm were gvailsble for work. e Yosbs which wers atored in a

Tissan lms in the pld bomb &uump had to e londed onto & handoart, whesled out 5 b
1ouded on a truck or tatlor. Fach bo

was 88111 arabed weighlng sbout 700 pounds.

Site wat tho last good deed v xpsotod to do, by the &ims ¥o had londed tho lamst

‘bosb on. the truck 4t was fowr ‘o'olaok in the mrning. Fut we vers uot to rost yob,

R o the bosba to Alconbury vnere ve found s K6tk Cnoulesd So. wise SFELSN

© nearly alf thotr laads back vith Shen.

it end n Fou & opuld befors taks~off
‘andsd Vy_the Fourth Platoon and tha E76th aking .

A%‘fiwﬁk never looks a so “good hufore.

in bozhe, The next order Vas §6 load as nany plenes A

Mn inoreass in the use of incendleries was at ihis Vime $ie. turndng point of our

" work schedule. The Fhird Flatoon returned %o ks v o Sumlng b 37 e
 gtwenghh was now tuo officers and fifty eight . Lontings of Fnglish

-2501b boubs and onr dwn UNT incendiarias wers no lengor &m0 Yalﬁy;imgg kv

S eirenca, lost poriods cave an the nights Mgh Smlostves wers used, e Seck,
‘also consisted of polioing our bond dump ared e wer ey

- uneinted bombe to e ready for loading, O v us & 148t10 trouble,

ad wo handled them so often you O o1y the oler they wors painted. o

e atored tham; losded thes for a whastons unloaded them; unclugtorad Mhem

 hauled them to the old bomb dukp; heuled tlew to the new bonb dumpy the vayeff

‘oame when we had to welgh aach boub %6 find gbout 15 boubs that wel ghsa;ge-x‘;;g;,g,,;& |

As pperations ageinat eneoy objoctiyes increased ¥o: a0 eur iivisg conditions dne

ovs necorelngty. b Tadlo in every barrack, was  hecessity yha Sho P
- Forces Hetwork begain 1 deasting. &t first only tWo hours a s wenk

ereasing their sohednle, Fhe Yank waskly mgasie aud
and Stripes hrowght hoie and world news as fuoriaan s spamrt
faprovat sonedderably.vhen o bullding, kaow ng the Hoxy, on B
gﬁﬁ??ﬁ«ﬁ%ﬁsﬁm@ Vi " PHT5 B0807 P D Sturen shawm ave bho vory
Jnhent Saew 2 .Has?P*!nm_!«adJﬂ%mtn& %he thentoes, ﬁ“r“ﬁ‘nﬁ”ﬁjf abe B o

ey - .




5 ;,mw w,. Aals g 2

o ,».fimmg m 5?&1 %o mm ap11; ‘*ﬁhﬁy’a % oy ha Oag ﬁ&ma&" as e gﬁsme as
o gomeonly yeferad to by $he vegulz cuwtemsrs 48 ¥he placo ko mike o fﬁrﬁm o
o lose your ‘bankroll paydey- %zstﬁng en: the galloping: dopingen, ,

‘Suﬁx*t M@n@es of. ﬁha Compa waro provided. 'by ?ﬂ Poter Sim:k angd }"ﬁz ?a‘iiaa N

&, Parsgeo. Talkative Pate pppearing in ssveral fights &% this Rainbow lovner,

Tondon, After winniig Mds flrst Gio fhghts he last %o ghe Iate Vince Koeak, wio

" 1pter bscans Fe%.0. Hesvywelght Chasp,. Fete algo boxsd 4n She Stk Mx Joyeo

E 'ﬁmﬁe@ Earcas ee.ans blm:gghou% the !I.K.

“Boxiug Fournnnont held recently. Feb ﬁ’ezzoso playsd regulay shorsstop on the
- Heli's Angeles Pasabsll teem Thab ¢ ghe plagoff in the Pirst ‘%amhar
. Divielon Chemplonship, after corplating & vm m@cassiul schs(me },1&33:13 uﬁm‘

; . ‘zacm t’&a mzi m mttmd ﬁbxaugh@ut tkm Dase. ifa 1o I.Qager nvs tageih@r e s

Tatuchamt, Vowever we anmine that somedsy when the way 1 over, Wwo wiil be; '
izroughb baok i;npaeh@r and then’ p‘raeesé to the ‘1’5-2-.;1& hapa. e T

. 1% lacging at aircxait wﬁh mm‘ba to.be dropped Gh eneny. m;i\mtmee 0¥ a&yﬁm N
B ve ieould damolish oxr bura to hanps¥ his var sfforb waa she tank of £Wo. grGups,

Msa,l. Zhose groups aach smmta ueﬁa regpomibié for loads J

. ing e 7 Gith M, 3y -y boohie. 9f thess
ghree gruﬁgt the incendiaries wers hundled by Vhe Uhemles (8
5 rincmﬁnd 'pm'uonml
- coubined, not officlaly bt J\xsﬁ 0B & d@tmhad ;mieo
- gonhining of tliess groups is mch batier that kKesping then |
. penson 18 Engss -in the pust 1f the n&mmft i0ad ealiod for
alons had a-vig Job to shavildse . bacause ths nuwber o2 Chaulér
~ half the nuibsy of Urdnanae.men, yet the nukbsr of airoraft e ¢
 game for each GroUp, That wie ono ¥ay tho Thasical mAR heﬁ&ﬁﬁaa whan the groung
wora combined. At onc stege of the wiur the parcentage ‘of chemlenl bostis upsd wse
considefabily grester than ile porcantage of ordnnnce Tomwg, Put At She prowent I
sould ‘dpy the figuras are reversed. he ans thing 1 dlelfke dbout working with
Qpdnangh 1z that we practienlly work avory night, they s ﬁi-miua?a Hh saparato
we would hs-a% vork o fav nights & weelk, But the follows 4 aw ‘%o be a8
thair mlaxxeu for avery losding before and after the- cnnbin!n& ni ﬂrmmxee ami
Chamlcnl. »ae %‘My h&ve it rough aithar wEY.

In wusser-the tmrk is guits aprocsble becauss wa afﬁen Enaé, in day ighﬁ gwi got.
- pEny & good nights slesp. Byt sunier or winter we aré subjuct &0 be enl 11a9d to’
lggd anysim sf r.ms' or night. To ‘me 1t was lil:e an invlﬁihle hxxtnhat mns’c&m:iy




snglng ovar my heaa. 'S ; A
winber sat dn. Thess laad:lnge 5 seil h# ara far fmm basng s
Messure, 32’9 lea‘v&b%ha [ paek g% up. mzﬂ.‘ nshix- ehé dark eom
Lght o : 1 14 ainy : !m&

', ek ,lafuueaming.
sding arder » gones {n on any wintey
 -dbout hﬁ) a.sa, But andge they Yeave ghe
& ende, Yvsry one wanbs o &o% 4% over with
e 4t gety cold, The welghte of -the bouke
o ':ﬁagaentation ‘bonbs ave. g*emw msed ana :
' wa&ght of qppmxima Aly 1201bs. i

59 ,falﬂee ioadmg anyv beab Ms;ghing
léss» vxork involved. o

Tshaekles, ﬁuggleé_,‘. ] ming #:ra amd safety wife. And thef
# 1ot Yoo hard. Bi:.t'tha ‘,mt» of fuses used is hi ¥ ch
i "B g £,

2 1t P- BN by eithcr cmuku' up
:bsn\uo t!m-n Fo ‘about 20 bomby i . E
‘b P . US| o a our planog wnre

d ba‘twiue aa: susy. '

 The aﬁalb rxmm;ga Yosb. 13 tha toug et Josd o8 sdb. Bhirty of these For ekeh
- ' plane whioh ia just o gouple of pounds lezn than four topis of hombs b ciach plema
- end the four m cm By hnve t‘wo or t \:_ea plzmén tu 10@6.

The 500, 1000, and 20001H hambs ave our favorites. They m "”hanam ‘vikh hotsta,
~ which ente down on the bgck - brés;king ﬂo:lc. '-'fliu «m:gor hom‘bs také 1eas ‘tine emd
L _»vmrk \te haa and ;:ﬁxm. e c , : o

ST o8 | uch boohuge 11: spot mtldaﬁ. 3!' courm,ﬁa s
anm the hard wsy. The Fﬁ&? com - cam;e trouib_ 1n loarung ton if she ring ms da’ S,s -




Aot reawvad. bei’em m:a mseer ia- &héerﬁeé.» 3!&9 'tmrst.er 14111 noh ga in iar amugh
ian& ma ham‘& eamms bs fﬁﬁﬂ&m S B ‘
"*‘rv any Job !i'.here ara aaay gmb!ema 8 fanoa mna mﬁe

qffﬁn 1:1\18 Jo‘b 3 ﬁ,a prm%ie&l
{fana as ums.l exparienna ie th i bo e

: i‘l?hq zs,res gs-m;m Su fshe E-‘E  fumed &b ) em ap 1n t!:e .
e “po dovdt tma wae bs caugs of ﬁ&w P Sxpiosien. _#e have dropped horbe

hud Iy ourt -mle & %o fuws yhen ‘She plene is complately -

“ or Gampoﬁitian ’3 and 32 erplaaives gaing aff

:_brenxmr is t‘.he smbhs.hgf of & Mans.on a,fimr we lead. Sveryo;m ia
g t night %o 1oad, end lose & night of aleap.

los iil_w “,nowing any. Tte Just Yike digeing & hole ‘and
,‘ife de ._‘t.rmina 1oading w time 1f’ they will aluayﬁ imke
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WA DIARY OF DBIACEWRNT VA" 863D CHIICAT, 00 As0s(H) 15 War 9%

LY

{  The Brain Storn

' ‘Once upon @ time an idea was bors, and as all 1deas are ‘bora in ‘some one's
. fertils Yraium, this too, I suppose was bred 1n some primate's fetid brain,
. Kow everything, -Teasoned the brain, 18 streamlined; airplanes, auntonobiles;,
- furniture, dishes and even your toilet seat, so why not the Air Corps? Why not?

DetMA¥ 863rd Chemical Co AO(E) consisted of €5 trained enlisted mens ‘The pere
. - sonnel had recelved through the Army speoisl treining in Chemical Warfare, They
- - hed been: trained to perform their ‘privary function: hauling, storage , and- :
- loading of Chemiced Boubss Det¥A" was responsitle with Base Ordnance for the
© maintenance of two bomb dumpse We did our own hauling of 1incendiery bonhs, -
. When & chenical misedon was gcheduvled i  wae Det"Af that loeded every plane on
. AAF Stetion 107, It was, DetMAN that fuzed every bomb in esch bomb«baye This then  —
- was_the primery duty of Det¥A%: hauling storage « loading, the complete process -
- from mamfacturer to consunfier, EEE ' B SR ﬁ :

i Secondly;,e acted as & " Svord of Déﬁdéi]:e,sz,i”" a ;hreat of retaliation should
" ‘Germany xsmagi resort to Gas Warfare, We had ‘our plan of defense against ges attack.
~and we were in .a position V«tqf;'éta'lé‘:l;at,a.;‘ud.'zﬁhd.n};atwe’nti-fopr"honr»;si.‘ B S

- should be-dissclved; the personnel would be farmed-out to the Bomb ‘Sguadrons and
- ‘Base Ordnance, In. the Squadrons ‘the men: would form part of & Weapons Section, that .
-+ would load both HeEe and I+B."s; hauling would be done by Service of ‘Supply; Base

" Ordpance would maintain the bomb ‘dumpss - . T Ea e e -

'.l'he LD Idea." ;i‘th'ef*"f Brain“had wal a:lmply;thiu 'Iict'!&" 8 ‘an 61)‘9&‘5&131'3 iofgahiut‘ion »

To ‘put the ¥ Idea ™ into effect. the . personnel were attached to the several Squadronss
The Headquarters of Det¥A¥ continued to operate,. ‘but only as Base Gas Defense, with
- no control over any of its personnel. The trisl was to last for no Tonger than two
- months, if it proved & success, the personnel of Det"A¥ would be assigned to the
* ‘Squadrons;, Det¥A" would go Pfft as would all Chemical Co.'s Ad0u(H) in the Eurcpean
- ‘Theater of Operationse . S S
- The “Idea¥ was put into effect 1 March 194}, no décision has been reached to date,
- 15°March 19U45 and Det"A® 863rd Chemical 0o AO(H) 18 the only Chemical Co in the
EeTe0s. that occupies this unique positioms . . e .

Today, 15 March 1945, there aré 59 enlisted men assigned to Det¥Aw but Bt411 at-

e “tached to ‘the SquadronssQf these 1651u3r~1dding"%'baéqdeta.‘ilm; 2;‘1%‘.;”::-;::“;&01&3, the -

duties for which they have been traineds One man is a FX. clerk, another an orderly

- in the YMCA,- two are cooks, two are tarvers, and ten are cook's helpers, .

© The men are orphans, they belong to no one, The Squadrons do not consider them as -
-part of ‘their organization, with a result. that they get differentisi-treatment,
There is no opportunity for promotion.as they are merely attached to the Squadrons,
they are doing Sguadron work with & Chemical Co, A«Os(H). Ts0e. : ‘ i

“Baée. Ordnance finds it does. not \hdte"<ai1£f1‘é'~1,o‘itfvmeﬁ- and 80 1t fc;;lﬁléu ,;ohr; the 'si%adrdni §

,fo:-;;holmwpu'it: An 80 doing there is a rd’e‘c'entra{uzgtiox; of command and’ responsibility,

~ ‘Bhua "iqperéte's!rsﬁw ideay..s..
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VAR DERRY OF DETACHNENT VA" B43KD GHEMICAL €O, A.O. (HY 15 APRIL 1945

" The Use Of Skymarkers .
As réfinements and developments in bombing technique' were made, an additional duty
-was -absorbed -by the Chemical Companies,. - This additional duty was the léading of
- gkymarker bombs. - As will be apparent later; for a considerable period of time, = &

‘the: acid liquid from these skymarkers splashed and splattered up a number of planes
" on each mission. When these planes returned, the job of cleaning up and washing
. down fell to: tlie Gas Defense Section of the istation.  We take this opportunity

" of thanking our: brother Chemics for their help over & long period -of time. B "

e
S

i

e

AN 105
m;tx?;q??m

ey

Ay

' ‘The- purpose of the skymarker is to leave a trail of smoke in the air so that all -
. planes in the group or conbat wing will automatically drop their bombs at the same
~point. -~ Before skymarkers were used, cloth streaners attached to the fins oL the

e H‘W&W’\’

- bombs were tried. = Because they could not be seen clearly, streamers proved-un- :
.. satisfactory. ST ST ‘ ST , : ;g
. 'The first experimental use of skymarkers: started in September 1943 and their use
_on a large scale began in October 1943. At first they were not too successfull &
" _and a number ‘of kinks had to be ironed out. *For instance, glass enclosure: plates k|
“~ with rubber washers, were found ‘to be too delicate, so 1t was mecessary after much = | R

trail ‘and error to substitute bakelite enclosure: plates. . Another hitch develdopedy. -
“in that, when instantoneous detonaticn was used, rear planes in the formation vere .
" splattered with the acid contents of the skymarker. " In many cases the plexiglass
of the splattered planeg was ruined. - To overcome this defect, we. used a British
_deliayed fuze { two second delay ) wihiich helped: considerably. ‘Finally, the Americani
100 A1 fuze was modified with a delayed detonator which sseemed to :solve all problems..

v

T R

The “skymarker bomb is an empty ML7A2 Incendiary bomb casing) 48.9 inches long, and -
holds -six gallons. of liguid. The present filling is Titanium ‘Tetrachloride, better:
known as FM. 4t first we used Sulfur Trioxide and Chlorsulfonic Acid, which mixture
:'Eg; known ‘as E8y: Because it was so corrosive we discontinued: the use of FS.

DS

BT,

‘At this station we have probably used more skymarkers than at most.fieldéf,, ‘because
- at. one time we were loading lead planes for other groups. The greatest number that
we have used in-any one given month is 200. Thé only ships which carry skymarkers

.

-are: the lead and deputy lead each of which carry two skymavker bombs. N
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YAR DIARY OF DET&GHMENE‘“A” 863RD CHEMICAL COQs, 4,00 (H) 15 May 1845

Return %o The Fold‘

The month of May has been a very eventful and merry one for the men of
Detacknent WAY §63rd Chemical Co (AO*H); The blg news ofcourse vas the
end of the war in the European Theater of Operatlonsja lessor event was

the return of the enlisted men Yo the Debachment an

their relief from

detached service with the squadrone on X May 19H5. A roster of the present

personnel followsi

" 3rd Platoon

95t it HOVEN, ORSSTER B, 0103199

Steff Sergeant
Horrison, James 4., 38053335

Sergeants ' L
¥ihalcik, Frank J., 33021570
Sawyer, Donald J.; 33160177

Corporals

Alechuler, Walter W, 39239567
Greenhow, Robert Ge, 3927H382
Dempsey, Dewis A, 32488382
Durey, ®erl J., 17042804

Techniciane Grade Fifth
Blaisdell, Hovsce B, 30318468 -
Gellagher, Edverd ., 32266010
Gordon, Ivan D., 36230113
Hereers, Ruben E,, 38071559
O'Brien, lichael F., 32198379

Pesrson, George We Jre, 34211937

Sharwood, Richard &., 392368U41

Privates Mrst Class
Arzijo, Hick 38071672
- Baker, Mershell D., 32265572

- Cdchy, Stenley, 36317510
Dearo, Jose , 18615907 -
Ferzoco, Felice A., 3630082l
Gorski, Stanley A., 32488198

EPrivates Firet Class
Hoglund; Flmer B., 39089187
Livingston,Glenn, 33071840
Wergolis, Daniel, 12057604
Pantaleo, Philip J., 12077643
Romito, Arthur He, 36318628
Sinuk, Peter, 32197855
Yerds, Frank, 6668568

Yth Platoon

1st Lt THOMAS, GOSBY D., 01037932

‘Stafe Sergeant L
Sloat, Floyd Bs, 17032641 -

Sergeants

~ Rothberg, Herold 4., 32197328

Vargo, Paul J., 36170739

‘Corporals B :
Harshall, Fugens C., 39397395
MeCarty, John M., 36230136
Peil, Lesley J,, 36235395

Pisaturo, Dominick J., 32198405

‘Von Wychen, John Je, 36235319

" Mechnicilans Grade Fifth -
Pirchell, Emmemnel He., 36318515
DiGregario, Antonlo, 3279338k
Garlow, Duaneé. M., 37342078 -
Herbert, Emerson S., 31066633

E Niedwwiedz, Bugene J., 36314E0U

N AT TS




WAR DIARY OF DETACHMENT WAV g63RD CHEMICAL CO0e AsOs(H) 15 MAY 1ch5

Dechnicians Grads Fifth conte. o
‘Sanchez, Nicomedes I, 38071297
 Whitmen, Harold Gs, 39285562 .

Privates First Class
Blass, George, 32344749 -
Gampbell, Merle Co, LYOLT6L6
Orout, Roy Bs, L4I24E09

. Failla, Frank A,., 11103844

" Garcis, Peul M., 39086185 I S )

Gronberg, Ernest J., 33154324

Korrblum, Louis, 32157979 v
Millér, Harvey Ha, 19092511 o )
" Montapsrto, John S, 32322503 . -
Prorok, Bdmund M., 3631:51709

Sanchez, Manuel &,, 38071764

Strauss, Ellas J., 12063418

- Acting First Sergeant o ‘ - R ] '
S/Sgt Milton E. Oestrelch, 19075013 = - - o -

* During the period 1 Jan 45 to 15 May 45 we lost eight of our men, Two were sent

%o the States, 26 Mar 45, Cpl Allen L. Batsom, 17052151 and 16 Apr 15, Pfe Cherles
L. Price, 29826550s. The other six enlisted men ‘were reconverted into yhe Infaniry:
23 Feb 45, Pfc's Reymond He Gonzales, 29283979 and Nethan H. Hobbs, 392828255 28 Mar,
T/‘j Terry We Skidmore, 34703737 end Fernand K. Meloudn, 31071925¢ 20 Apr, Pfels
Frank P, Cedilia, 36317516 and Johnnie B« Fres, 38414401, o :
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- UNIT RISTORY OF THE £635D CHEMICAL COMBANE AT

'JUNE, 1945

-~ Hqtrs. lst & 2nd Platoons

1 Jure, 1945 -

Pfele Bdvard J. Krgsinskl, Kinzy Dockart, Jr, Bobert G, MeQuide,
Rollie B. Johmson end Louis O, Miller transferred to 872nd Chemical:

. 0o, (40) at-Station # 142 per para. 30, 80 # 1l9, Hq. lst Alr

Division, as emended by SO # 150, par. 37, Hy. lst Alr Division.

2 June, 1945 - §/Szt. Horman E, Blennerhassett sent to 163rd General Hospital.

3 June, 1945 -
5 June, 1945 ~

6 June, 1945 -

.g¢mw.ﬁ95-j
9 June, 19155.-
10 June, 1945 ~

12 June, 1945 7-7

S 13 ‘Jime ,- 1945 -

14 Jupe, 1945 ~

15 -Jﬁne , 1945 ~

23 June, 1945 -

26 June, 1945 -

29 June, 1945 ~

o e

Pfe. Menfréd P, Palombo sick in guarters.
Pfc. Menfred P, Paliombo returned “from sick in quarters,

Cpl. Emil R. Knutelsky transfered to lst

\ ‘ A Boubardment Wing (H) ;per )
par. 8, SO # 156, Hq, lst Adr Diviston, B o

Pfe. Andres A-lve.»rado AN,0.L.
Pfe., Andres Alvarado from A.W.0.L. to Duty.
5/8gt. H’imﬁan, E. ‘Blennerhas'setat returned from L63rd General Hogpltald,

Ga:pt,f_ Wayne A. Cupper departed for D at HQ. 8th Afr Force per par.
9, SO # 158, Hq. et Adr Division. Lt. Boyd F, Joyner assuned - ‘
Temporary Commends,. S -

Six Officers, 50 Enlisted Men ‘attached to Company from 857th Bomb
Squadron, per V.0.0.G., 1st Air Diviston. §/8gt. Clare ¥, Courbier
departed for Barry Glamorgan, Wales on 'IDY per par. 4, SO # 121,

Hq. AAF Sta 12L. T/5 Robert B. Wolfe and Pfe. Bernard Fogel
attached to Compeny from Hg. Bastern: Base Section per par, i,. 30

#1202, Hq. AAF Station 121,

Capt. Wayne 4. Oupper retumed from TDY ot HQ, Sth Air Force. Lt,
Boyd E. Joyner relieved from Temporary Command. Pfe. John Sipper
transfered to JOth Reinforcemant Depot, Statlon ¥ 569, per pare.
1, SO # 16Y% HQ. Lst Alr Division, S

8/8gt, Clare F. Courbier returned from Barry ‘Glamovgen, Wales.

Capt. Arthur G, Nugent, MC attached to Gompany for DY from Hg,
1lst Bomb Wing (H) per par. 9, SO # 172, Hq. 1st Alr Division.

S/ 8gt. C.F. Courbier, Cpl. Michael MaYengone, T/5"s D,L. Mock,
R.L. Tucker, §.J, Alcorn and Pfc. Gustave H, Tillman departed
for Barry Glamorgan, VWeles, per SO # 175, par.4, Hq. lst Atr.Div.

8/8zt. C.F. Coubbier;Cpl. Melangone,T/5"s Mock, Tacker, &lcom,,‘.an&
Pre. Tillman returned from Barry Glafmorgan, Wales,
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‘The first of J'une geve ug our first inkling as to what was to happen o
our Company. - We were slerted to move to AAR Station 4 102 within 21 days after
. the d.eparturo of the Bomb Group. It certainly looks as if we shall finieh our
o ltour n the U.K, just =8 we started it -- at Alconbury.‘ ‘

On 2 J.m Gant ‘Gun'oer vas appointed in addition to Mhs- countless other
duties the ,job of Station l-fess Inspectlon Officer.
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- The 3rd of June brought the peali'ng of wedding bells for the ace drive:c
Cof the Company. ©pl. Harold E. - Yenney married the lovely W.4.4.F, he had~ been
pursuing fox e0me-time. .

o : Durin.g fihe fiurst week, In J’une _and through until the 9th 811 the &/C
on: the Station departed for the Un:lted. States. Bach ship had twenty men on
board and &1l told there were 72 Fort's, Almost half of the Stations persomxe‘l

- were u.uc}qr enough to ‘fly home, - : - : :

: El‘hrough all 'this excitement, we had complete& reshipping all our G W. 8.
mu.nit.ions and cleaning up the Incendiary Bomb Dump thoroughly. At the same time
the Bomb: Squedrons end the &lr Servite Group were feverishly packing 211 their

g - —equipment and repairing for thelr sfeturn to the Zone of Interior. Once this was

! N ~ idone they were set t0 leave. Starting on the 2Llst: June the redeploying personnel

§ : “gharted leaving for Greenock, Scctland where they were to board the Queen Elizabeth.

By the 23rd ‘the Last of ‘noth groups hed left., It was pretty bad for the neorale:
v of the mew remninimg to see ekl those mnex going home and. we having to rema.in.

On the 25%¢h of June, lst Bombardment. Wing departecx for Station # 192 for
_ eventusl redeployment to. the- U 8, On the seme day - 6 0fficers and 50 Enitsted
. Men from the 857th Bonb Squedron were attached to: the Company. These men wepe to
meke up the Holding Party. S R o R
oo Immeditately after the departure of the st Bom‘bardment wWing, we and the
. Holaing Perty proceeded to. takkle the very ilrksome task of cleaning up the Station.
! ‘The H.B. Bombd Dump had hardly been touched and a very rough Job we had to grapple. -
b 411 the barracks sreas had to be policed up - & tagk that ghould have been done
' by the ‘departing units but was Left in our laps. QM. material had to be picked up
_end packed, and countless other jobs had to be done., The men to do the various
.. .Jobs were indeed few, so every man was to put in 1ong, hard ‘hoursl gettirng bhe
Station in shape.
This nonth wag to culminaste with our company -] moralﬁ sinking as low
S " as could possibly be imagined, Iiet us take a reading and see whet, had canged
|  thigt After working wide by side with the 9lst Bomb Group for slmost 3 years,
| . we hed hoped, and %0 some degree expected, that we would go wherever the Group
: went, however, this wasn't to be. They were ZI'd and we remained behind. - Can
\ we 'be blemed for being disappointed? The next thing to lower our already failing -
o morasle vas to be handed ag a reuard ‘flor three years of @peratisonal duty handled '
‘ efficlently end faithfully, the lowly and menia.l takk of vcleaning up: the Sta.tion.

Waab. recognition for services rendered' Now, add to that the news that we were 1n

T R
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the \cs,tee,ory for occupation Air Force. Sinee the majority of our men hsd an
average of T2 poihts, we could not be redeployed to the-U.S, as the Group.

wes. Ve had not received Battle.Participation Stars as they bad, not withbtanding
~%he. fact that we had worked along side them doing . the.seme tasks for almost three
years. Apparently we, @ service unit, were to be: classifted as an Air Force

unit with less than half our service overssas.  Now to. top all this we received
notification that we were definitely to-leave for the Qecupation Air Force in
Germeny ‘sometime in August. It seems that every .effort is being made to have our
organization attsin some. gort of record for overseas service without & return to
‘the United States. Ve are Tike the old punching-bag. There. is not. prach: ‘more that
conld be done to us thet. would hurt to eny degree, . i
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- vecord in Good-Conduct Medal awards,

P 69 .

| _AMARDS AND DECORATIONS

S Pursuent to-authordty contsined in Bxecutive Ordsr No. 8809, as smended
by Bxecutive Order No. 9323, and under the provisions of AR G00~68, the GOOD-
-CONDUCT MEDAL vag awarded to the following enlisted men for exemplary behevior,
-effiictency end fidelitys~ - ‘ : o SR S

8/8¢t. Harmen E. Blennerhassett
8/8gt. Clare ¥. Courdier
Cpli. Philip J, LaMontca
.- Dec: 5. Wallter F. Mattlews
Pfe. Robert W. @Yllmore

This: bﬁi-ﬁgs our Cbm’pa‘xiy ag'close ag very few cromp‘an-i‘ve‘s' get to a perfect






