303rd BG (H) Combat Mission No. 332

8 March 1945

Target: Benzol Plant at Essen, Germany

Crews Dispatched: 39

Length of Mission: 6 hours, 17 minutes
Bomb Load: 12 x 500 Ib H.E. M43 & 2 x 500 Ib M17 Incendiaries
Bombing Altitudes: 25,000, 24,000 & 25,700 ft

Ammo Fired: 450 rounds

be referred to as primary, secondary and last resort. New designations will be first,

Effective today, according to an Eighth Air Force Directive, targets would no longer

second, third, etc. in order of priority.

The first two priority targets were the Benzol plant at Essen visually (first), or by
GEE-H (second). The third and fourth were the marshalling yard at Essen visually (third)

and H2X (fourth).

One aircraft returned early — #43-38238 (No Name), 358BS (Lt. Nester). The No.
2 turbo failed and the aircraft jettisoned six bombs over the Channel. The oil line in the No.
4 engine broke and the prop was feathered. Over the Channel, on the route back, the No.

HARRY E. NESTER CREW - 358th BS
(crew assigned 358BS: 04 Feb 1945 - photo: February 1945)
(Back L-R) 2Lt Fred Craig, Jr. (CP), 2Lt John L. Rainey (N),
2Lt Edward F. Kuester (B), 2Lt Harry E. Nester (P) - (Front L-R) Sgt Kermit P.
Kappardaki (E), Sgt James P. Jones (TOG), Sgt Jacob J. Strouse (R),
Sgt Charles D. Bovey (BT), Sgt Robert W. Edleman (TG)

2 engine caught fire. The
fire was put out and the prop
feathered. The B-17 arrived
over England at 5,000 feet
and the crew sighted the
Seething airfield
(448BS/2AD). Two landing
approacheswere made. The
runway could not be
reached on the second
approach and a wheels-up
crash landing was made in a
clearing short and to the left
of the runway between two
patches of woods. The B-17
was badly damaged, but the
pilot and two other crewmen
sustained only very minor
injuries.

Thirty-eight aircraft dropped

443 500-Ib. H.E. M43, 70 500-Ib. M17 incendiary bombs, and 10 units of leaflets on the
second priority target by GEE-H through a solid undercast. In the target area, there were
10/10 low clouds with tops at 6,000 feet and no contrails at bombing altitude. Results
could not be observed, but were believed to have been good.
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There was no enemy opposition, friendly fighter support by 93 P-51s was good, and
only meager flak was observed at the target. There was no battle damage or casualties
and all aircraft returned safely to Molesworth. F/O John H. Magner (N) flew with Chelveston
in PFF B-17G #44-8238.

Lt. Walter H. McDonald, Navigator on the Lt. Harry D. Gobrecht crew, flying in the

358BS B-17G #43-37590, Neva-The Silver Lady, reported the following:
We came off our bomb run with over 90 holes in our plane, one engine feathered and
most of our instruments not in working order. As the formation flew off to the north we
lagged further and further behind, until finally we were all alone — a perfect target for
German fighters. | could navigate by pilotage for awhile, but we soon flew over an
overcast and the ground wasn't visible. After what seemed an eternity, | saw a slight
break in the clouds below. On the ground I could get a glimpse of a narrow strip of land.
Knowing what part of Europe we were in, | realized that this could only be the dam holding
the ocean water out of the Zuider Zee. Giving Lt. Gobrecht the new heading for
Molesworth, we arrived as the first B-17 to land. The rest of the formation had been on a
zig-zag "Cook's Tour" of Europe to confuse German radar.

The photographs below may be the best documented photographs of 303rd B-17s
on a bombing mission. The first photograph shows the 358th BS Lead Formation
approaching the target in heavy flak. The second photograph shows them at Bombs
Away. The two smaller photographs are the key to identify the aircraft. The photographs
were taken from 358BS B-17G #43-39096 Sky Demon (VK-M), flown by 2Lt Charles E.
Garrett (P) and F/O Joseph L. Castillo (CP).
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APPROACHING THE TARGET
Portions of the 303rd Lead Group Formation with 358th Pilots and Crews.
Each B-17 dropped 12 500# General Purpose Bombs through the heavy flak.
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BOMBS AWAY !

AIRCRAFT AND CREW IDENTIFICATION

(VK-I) 358BS B-17G #43-38462 Teddy's Rough Riders
1Lt John D. Dorsett, Jr. (P) - 2Lt Neil E. Cunningham (CP)

(PU-Y) 360BS Lead PFF B-17G #44-8125 Sparky
Col William S. Raper (P/AC) - 1Lt Werner G. Goering (CP)

(GN-Z)427BS Deputy Lead PFF B-17G #44-8038 (No Name)
1Lt Harley D. Snider (P) - 2Lt Everett H. Thornton (CP)

(VK-F) 358BS B-17G #43-38999 Emma
1Lt ClarenceJ. Goodberlet (P)- 2Lt Malcolm C. Magid (CP)

(BN-U) 359BS B-17G #42-38050 Thunderbird
2Lt Francis R. Taub (P) - 2Lt John T. Cooper (CP)

(VK-Q) 358BS B-17G #43-37590 Neva - The Silver Lady
1Lt Harry D. Gobrecht (P) - 2Lt Joe M. Eby (CP)

(BN-J) 359BS B-17G #43-38289 Sweet LaRhonda
2Lt John M. Woodard (P) - 2Lt Bob Laubhan (CP)

(VK-A) 358BS B-17G #43-38191 Shasta
2Lt Loren W. Bohle (P) - 2Lt Joseph Gordon (CP)
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group A

Raper-Goering

125 - PFF
Dorsett Snider
462 038 - PFF
Goodberlet
999
McLeod Bohle
160 191
Gobrecht Garrett
590 096
Nester Woodard Greene Griffith
238 289 949 006
Taub -
050

Essen, Germany
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group B

Sirany-Mauger

537 - PFF
Bailey Olson
127 878
Call
734
Henning Force
875 767
Bixby Rybaltowski
645 609
Haynes Harding Beasley Stocks
891 944 309 883
McClurg
608
Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group C
Kuykendall-Holtorf
647
Schroll Gravrock
523 842
Armfield
544
Fowler Scott
517 546
Statton Austin
860 532
Edmunds Smith Breslin Marten
451 563 516 870
- Tyler
672
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS
CREW POSITIONS TOG - Togglier PAS - Passenger POW - Prisoner of war

CMP - Command Pilot
P - Pilot

CP - Co-Pilot

NAV - Navigator

ANV - Ass't. Navigator
MNV - Mickey Navigator
ENG - Engineer

BOM - Bombardier

RO - Radio Operator

BT - Ball Turret Operator
TT - Top Turret Operator
TG - Tail Gunner

WG - Waist Gunner

LWG - Left Waist Gunner
RWG - Right Waist Gunner
GUN - Gunner

VI - Voice Interpreter

OBS - Observer

PHO - Photographer

Y - Y-Operators (YRO,YO)
RCM - Radio Cntr Measures
SJ - Spot Jammer

RESULTS OF MISSION
KIA - Killed in action
WIA - Wounded in action
MIA - Missing in action

DOW - Died of wounds
EVD - Evaded the enemy
REP - Repatriated

RES - Rescued

ESC - Escaped

BO - Bailed out

DCH - Ditched

CR-L - Crashed on land
CR-S - Crashed at sea
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-39160 G for George

B-17G #42-38050 Thunderbird

P McLeod, William S., 1Lt P Taub, Francis R., 2Lt
CP Elkins, Richard A., 2Lt CP Cooper, John T., 2Lt
NAV  Hopkins, William B., 2Lt NAV Johnson, Charles P., 2Lt
TOG Rafferty, William A., Sgt TOG Dugan, Michael A., Sgt
ENG DeWillers, Edgar, S/Sgt ENG Chrisman, Warren F., Sgt
RO  Guenin, Wayne E., T/Sgt RO  Maluchnik, Chester S., S/Sgt
BT Nichols, William A., Jr., Sgt BT Hollowell, James L., Sgt
TG James, Frank M., Sgt TG Spencer, James P., Sgt

B-17G #42-97949 (No Name) B-17G #43-38999 Emma
P Greene, Robert E., 1Lt P Goodberlet, Clarence J., 1Lt
CP Parson, Jerome G., 2Lt CP Magid, Malcolm J., 2Lt
NAV  Milligan, William J., 2Lt NAV Mylonas, Peter E., F/O
TOG Williams, Ira J., Sgt BOM Kuester, Edward F., 2Lt
ENG Rollinger, Joseph C., Sgt ENG Cotter, William J., T/Sgt
RO  Thompson, Joe C., Sgt RO Baloga, Stephen M., T/Sgt
BT Covert, John L., Sgt BT Walling, James M., S/Sgt
TG Jobe, Milton L., Sgt TG Schultz, Frederick W., S/Sgt

B-17G #43-37590 Neva-The Silver Lady B-17G #43-39096 Sky Demon
P Gobrecht, Harry D., 1Lt P Garrett, Charles E., 2Lt
CP Eby, Joe M., 2Lt CP Castillo, Joseph L., F/O
NAV McDonald, Walter H., 2Lt NAV Das, Mitchell C., 2Lt
TOG Miller, Robert J., S/Sgt TOG Prudhoe, Charles E., T/Sgt
ENG Benefield, Lenville H., S/Sgt ENG Hohstadt, Hollis H., Sgt
BT Mays, Thomas G., Sgt TG Van Cleave, Joseph A., Sgt
RO  Quick, Edgar H., S/Sgt RO Henson, Jessey B., Sgt
TG Buske, Phillip R., Sgt BT Walczak, John, Sgt
B-17G #43-38289 Sweet LaRhonda B-17G #44-8125 Sparky - PFF
P Woodard, John M., 2Lt P Raper, William S., Col (303rd)
CP Laubhan, Bob, 2Lt CP Goering, Werner G., 1Lt
NAV  Wyman, Asa H., F/O NAV Cheney, James, Maj (303rd)
TOG Jackson, Thomas W., Sgt MN Garrett, Robert M., 1Lt
ENG Walley, Glen B., Sgt GHN Orenstein, Harold A., 1Lt (360th)
BT Sloan, Walter E., Sgt BOM Gorham, Raymond H., 1Lt
RO Foreman, Dennis E., Sgt ENG Eckert, Raymond G., T/Sgt
TG Johnson, Robert H., Sgt RO Johnson, Paul B., T/Sgt
TG Smith, Orville H., F/O
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38462 Teddy’s Rough Riders

B-17G #44-8038 (No Name) - PFF

P Dorsett, John D., 1Lt P Snider, Harley D., 1Lt

CP Cunningham, Neil E., 2Lt CP Thornton, Everett H., 2Lt

NAV Cooper, Saul A., F/O NAV lllgen, Frederick, Maj (41st CW)

TOG Quig, Francix X., Sgt MN Foltz, Leon P., F/O

ENG Sprinkles, Leburn D., Sgt GHN Gadbois, Norman C., 2Lt

WG  Boone, Kenneth E., Sgt BOM Reed, Andrew T., 2Lt

RO Ennis, Charles S., Sgt ENG Wilhelm, Raymond G., S/Sgt

BT Carter, William J., Sgt RO Jasut, Stanley, S/Sgt

TG Crigger, Richard S., Sgt TG Massey, Ray N., Sgt

B-17G #43-38191 Shasta B-17G #44-6006 (No Name)

P Bohle, Loren W., 2Lt P Griffith, Rudolph L., 2Lt

CP Gordon, Joseph, 2Lt CP Smith, Lawrence S., 2Lt

NAV Gerhardstein, Eugene M., F/O NAV Besharian, Joseph, F/O

TOG Stevenson, John L., T/Sgt BOM Correale, Fortunato, F/O

ENG Bigelow, Robert F., Sgt ENG Wilson, Warren J., Sgt

RO  Genter, Norman, Sgt WG  Pearce, Roscoe L., Sgt

BT Aldous, George C., Sgt RO Ruff, Merle H., Sgt

TG Smith, Jack C., Sgt TG Jarrett, Robert W., Sgt

WG  Sproule, Wayne O., Sgt BT Hogan, Walter B., Sgt
B-17G #43-38238 (No Name)

P Nester, Harry E., 2Lt

CP Smith, Orville H., F/O

NAV Rainey, John L., 2Lt

TOG Jones, James P., Sgt

ENG Kappardaki, Kermit P., Sgt

RO Strouse, Jacob J., Sgt

BT Bovey, Charles D., Sgt

TG Edleman, Robert W., Sgt

WG  Frazier, Victor D., S/Sgt

SJ Morrill, Charles K., Sgt

(Abortive)
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-38883 Lady Beth

B-17G #44-8734 Hell's Cargo

P Stocks, Jack E., 2Lt P Call, Fred E., 2Lt
CP Marsh, John F., 2Lt CP Wilson, Carl V., 2Lt
NAV Steineman, James T., 2Lt NAV Mieslich, Morris, F/O
TOG Harrigfeld, Thomas E., Sgt BOM Mabary, George D.L., F/O
ENG Copp, Edmond D., S/Sgt ENG Mpyers, Ernest L., Sgt
RO Fiore, John, S/Sgt RO Sussman, Martin, Sgt
BT Hamilton, John W., S/Sgt TG Moser, Lawrence B., Sgt
TG Tanner, Henry C., Sgt BT Hager, Mark I., Sgt
WG  Proctor, Isaac H., Sgt MED Austin, John H., Capt (FIt Surgeon)
B-17G #43-38609 (No Name) B-17G #43-38875 Redwing
P Rybaltowski, Vincent, 2Lt P Henning, Clyde H., 2Lt
CP Rich, Richard H., 2Lt CP Bauer, Donald R., F/O
NAV McLeod, Harry A., 2Lt NAV Albertson, Edward, F/O
TOG Schoonover, Howard D., S/Sgt TOG Jones, John V., Sgt
ENG Perlowitz, Murray A., S/Sgt ENG Grant, Gilbert D., Sgt
RO Capps, Douglas M., S/Sgt RO Ferche, Joseph P., Sgt
BT Hollingsworth, Donald M., S/Sgt BT Harper, Richard F., Sgt
TG Vitiritto, Joseph A., S/Sgt TG Barnett, Raymond L., Sgt
RCM Higginbotham, Frank D., Sgt (427th) WG  Davidson, Dyle K., Sgt
B-17G #43-38891 Blues in the Night B-17G #43-38878 (No Name)
P Haynes, Eugene, 2Lt P Olson, John A, 2Lt
CP Grandwilliams, Louis C., F/O CP Bashor, Oliver L., 2Lt
NAV Hudson, Glenn V., 2Lt NAV Fish, Louis, 2Lt
TOG Carlson, Dale H., S/Sgt BOM Adams, Harry W., 1Lt
ENG Jenkins, Maurice L., S/Sgt ENG Reed, Paul E., Sgt
RO Root, Carmen W., S/Sgt RO Shook, Victor N., Sgt
BT Hendon, William G., S/Sgt BT Greene, Norman S., Sgt
TG Dimick, Richard D., S/Sgt TG Theisen, Robert J., Sgt
WG  Holden, Robert R., Sgt WG  Hansen, Robert S., Sgt
B-17G #43-38608 Lucille B-17G #43-37537 Queen of Hearts - PFF
P McClurg, Galt L., 2Lt P Sirany, George R., Capt
CP Powlus, Vernon F., F/O CP Mauger, Warren, 2Lt
NAV Webber, Gale M., 2Lt NAV Davis, Daryl W., 2Lt
TOG Boucher, Henry G., S/Sgt MN  Gennaro, Louis T., 1Lt
ENG Reese, Bobbie B., S/Sgt GHN Malerich, Earl J., Jr., 1Lt
RO Wysocki, John F., S/Sgt BOM Johnson, David E., 2Lt
BT Simpson, James A., S/Sgt ENG Hurdle, Robert E., Sgt
TG Palsa, Rudolph, Sgt RO Jones, Walter N., Jr., S/Sgt
RCM Hendrix, Frank H., S/Sgt (427th) TG Richeson, Marvin G., 2Lt
WG  Faubion, Winfred E., S/Sgt
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B-17G #44-6309 Duchess' Granddaughter

359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38767 (No Name)

P Beasley, Wiliam M., 2Lt P Force, James G., 2Lt

CP Baker, Ira B., 2Lt CP Barnett, James M., 2Lt

NAV  Welsh, Harry A., 2Lt NAV Johnson, Herbert G., 2Lt

TOG Wilson, Johnnie R., S/Sgt TOG Weise, William A., Jr., Sgt

ENG Gornto, Jacob R., Sgt ENG Ogurchak, Joseph T., Sgt

RO Terrill, Jack W., Sgt RO Brookstra, William A., Sgt

TG Gracida, Henry J., Jr., Sgt BT Kohan, Frederick, Sgt

BT Thomas, David W., Sgt TG Pesta, Clarence A., Sgt
B-17G #42-97944 Daddy's Delight B-17G #43-39127 (No Name)

P Harding, Lawrence T., 1Lt P Bailey, Jack W., 1Lt

CP Heller, Emerson E., 2Lt CP Hall, Merwin G., 2Lt

NAV Bielski, Casimir, Jr., 2Lt NAV Christensen, Leroy P., 2Lt

TOG Otto, Kenneth, Jr., S/Sgt BOM Evans, Charles F., 2Lt

ENG O'Brien, William J., S/Sgt ENG Walling, Glenn R., Sgt

RO Cornelius, Russell B., S/Sgt RO Grden, Matthew W., Sgt

BT Lammers, Roger G., Sgt TG McDonald, Billy L., S/Sgt

TG Johnson, Robert O., Sgt BT Kelley, Francis H., Sgt

B-17G #43-38645 (No Name)

P Bixby, Kenneth E., 1Lt

CP Burgess, William T., 2Lt

NAV Barger, Donald T., 2Lt

TOG Roberts, James P., S/Sgt

ENG Robichaux, John B., T/Sgt

RO Krumwiede, Leland J., S/Sgt

BT Reese, Dale G., S/Sgt

TG Westfall, Byron D., S/Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-38532 (No Name)

B-17G #44-6516 My Darling

P Austin, Charles A., 1Lt P Breslin, Jack D., 2Lt
CP Johnson, Arthur E., 2Lt CP Bischofs, Hans, 2Lt
NAV Kokoska, Florian T., 2Lt NAV  McCollum, Clodius M., 2Lt
TOG Giancola, James V., T/Sgt TOG Perry, Gordon W., Sgt
ENG Ingles, Howard L., Sgt ENG Moore, Harley E., Sgt
RO Kummer, Burnell R., Sgt RO Daugherty, John S., Jr., Sgt
BT Danielsen, Stanley K., Sgt BT Mason, Millard E., Sgt
TG Krouse, Thomas R., Sgt TG Barlow, Grover C., Sgt
B-17G #42-102544 Sack Time B-17G #42-97860 (No Name)
P Armfield, John M., 1Lt P Statton, Roy F., 1Lt
CP Hardy, James H., F/O CP Tremelling, Claude C., 2Lt
NAV  Andrzejczyk, Walter A., F/O NAV Donahue, Thomas R., 2Lt
BOM Grezzo, Anthony D., 2Lt TOG Woods, Heiber J., Sgt
ENG Lemon, James M., Jr., S/Sgt ENG Rhodes, William H., Sgt
RO Haynes, Donald L., S/Sgt RO Knowles, Charles D., Sgt
BT Goggin, Edward F., S/Sgt BT McNeel, Morgan L., S/Sgt
TG Davis, Jesse W., Sgt TG Maxson, Gordon H., Sgt
B-17G #43-38672 (No Name) B-17G #43-38563 Jackie
P Tyler, Samuel L., 2Lt P Smith, Samuel W., 2Lt
CP Hamm, Burwell J., 2Lt CP Shanafelt, Arthur S.C., 2Lt
NAV Rinish, James M., F/O NAV Knudsen, Russel A., F/O
TOG Faulkner, Leroy, Sgt TOG Geyer, Walter A., Sgt
ENG Reed, Richard S., Sgt ENG Zenick, Thomas E., Sgt
RO Snell, John K., Sgt RO Bridgman, Robert A., Sgt
BT Gilmore, Dean D., Sgt BT Kucab, Michael J., Sgt
TG Edwards, Robert D., Sgt TG Jensen, Jens C., Sgt
B-17G #43-38842 (No Name) B-17G #44-8647 (No Name)
P Gravrock, Howard C., 1Lt P Kuykendall, Roger L., Capt
CP Hamm, John, 2Lt CP Holtorf, Ernest N., 1Lt
NAV Klanian, Charles S., 2Lt NAV Klein, Norman M., 1Lt
BOM Emery, Roy F., 2Lt BOM Rape, Sylvester N., 1Lt
ENG Schieferstein, Ernest G., Sgt ENG Evans, Harry D., T/Sgt
RO Engleman, George B., T/Sgt RO Barton, Forrest E., T/Sgt
TG Delaney, Howard F., Sgt BT Buchanan, Paul A., S/Sgt
WG  Relford, Robert S/Sgt WG  Koshar, Jerome J., S/Sgt
WG  Kaufmann, William R., Sgt WG  Free, Ennis B., Jr., S/Sgt
TG Judd, Dudley F., 2Lt
VI Elliott, Richard D., S/Sgt

Mission 332 - 10



360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #44-6517 Old Cock

B-17G #44-6523 (No Name)

P Fowler, Robert R., 2Lt P Schroll, David A., 2Lt

CP Boyles, Kenneth L., 2Lt CP Vail, Robert F., 2Lt

NAV Sarkis, George A., F/O NAV Blake, Mark, Jr., F/O

TOG Bice, Lowell E., Sgt TOG Kiddie, Darrell A., Sgt

ENG Bryson, Emil M., S/Sgt ENG Larson, Arnold B., S/Sgt

RO  Ahland, Walter F., Sgt RO  Siegel, Edwin, Sgt

BT Henager, Rudolph M., Sgt BT Seats, Burton E., Sgt

TG King, Marvin O., Sgt TG Ramaika, Joseph J., Sgt

Vi Fegette, Iva L., T/Sgt WG  Capps, Everett, Sgt
B-17G #43-38451 (No Name) B-17G #43-38870 (No Name)

P Edmunds, Robert E., 2Lt P Marten, Dudley V., 2Lt

CP Bristol, Clarence D., 2Lt CP Lucien, Ralph A., 2Lt

NAV Lofquist, Gordon B., 2Lt NAV Dwyer, Marion J., 2Lt

TOG King, Raymond H., S/Sgt TOG Mulgueen, John J., Sgt

ENG Hammel, Norman D., Sgt ENG Fleming, James A., Sgt

RO  Polo, Matthew N., S/Sgt RO  Kirtner, Billy L., S/Sgt

BT Farnham, Gordon W., Sgt BT Beckman, Charles W., Sgt

TG Rumberger, Frank C., Sgt TG Moore, Bill A., Sgt

WG  Nabors, Herschell F., S/Sgt WG  Lawson, Earl K., Sgt

B-17G #42-97546 ldaliza

P Scott, John, 2Lt

CP Weinandt, Bernard M., 2Lt

NAV Bergvall, Otis A., 2Lt

TOG Morris, Robert W., Sgt

ENG Hart, Leroy M., Sgt

RO Gentry, John M., Sgt

BT Wright, Donald M., Sgt

TG Woolpert, John C., Sgt

WG  Bialobrzeski, Joseph C., S/Sgt

Vi Brody, John J., Sgt (427th)
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