
Mission 299 - 1

303rd BG (H) Combat Mission No. 299
8 January 1945

Targets: Transportation Center at Schweich, Germany (GH),
Mosel Marshalling Yard at Koblenz, Germany (PFF)

Crews Dispatched: 39

Length of Mission: 7 hours, 10 minutes

Bomb Load: 12 x 500 lb H.E. M43 bombs

Bombing Altitudes: 25,500, 24,900 & 27,500 ft

Ammo Fired: 600 rounds

T
hirty-nine aircraft were dispatched to attack the Schweich, Germany, transportation
center (visual or GEE-H).  The secondary target was the Mosel Marshalling Yard in
Koblenz and the last resort an ordnance plant in Limburg.  Two aircraft returned early

for mechanical reasons:
#43-38563 (No Name), 360BS (Lt. Brown)
#42-39885 Sweet Rose O'Grady, 427BS (Lt. Ayers)

Twenty-four B-17s in the lead and low Squadrons dropped 276 500-lb. H.E. M43
and 10 units of leaflets on the primary target from 25,500 and 24,900 feet using GEE-H
equipment.  Twelve high Squadron aircraft dropped 143 500-lb. bombs from 27,500 feet
on the secondary target.  At the primary target there were 8/10 to 10/10 high clouds with
tops at 28,000 feet. The secondary target was covered by a 10/10 high cloud cover with
tops at 25,000 feet and dense, persistent contrails over 19,000 feet.  Bombing results at
both targets were unobserved.

There was no enemy air opposition. Only a few of the scheduled 299 1st AD P-51s
were seen–probably due to the poor visibility.  The lead and low Squadrons encountered
no flak.  The high Squadron experienced meager, accurate fire at the secondary target.

Aircraft #42-102945 Sweet Pea, 358BS (Lt. Gordon) landed at the 9th AF A20 field
#A70 at Laon/Courvon, France with one engine out.  The aircraft and crew returned to
Molesworth one week later.

Aircraft #42-102569 Miss Lace, 427BS (Lt. Richter) was badly damaged on landing
at Molesworth. The hydraulic system was drained by Engineer T/Sgt G.P. Bates when he
discovered that the pilot's hydraulic switch had no "off" position. Before landing, the
hydraulic system was recharged and the PSI reading was normal.  The aircraft landed long
on a short runway with no hydraulic pressure or brakes.  Co-pilot 2Lt. R.A. McMullen was
unable to build up hydraulic pressure by vigorous hand-pump action.  The Fortress ran out
of runway, crossed a road, smashed into a field and stopped against a haystack. The
sudden stoppage of the Nos. 3 and 4 engines caused the right wing to rupture and buckle
at its fuselage junction.
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(No Name) #44-8439 (360BS) PFF PU-Z
41st CBW-A Lead (359BS) - Pilot Capt W.C. Heller / CoPilot Capt R.L. Cunningham

(Back L-R) 1Lt L.A. Christensen (TG-O), Capt R.L Cunningham (CP), 1Lt L.J. Lifshus (PFF-N),
Capt W.C. Heller (P), 1Lt G.H. Counts (N) - (Front L-R) S/Sgt W.J. Zielinski (WG), 1Lt R.L. Smith (B),

T/Sgt J. Vieira (R), 1Lt W.C. Koran (GH-N), T/Sgt J.B. Kreager (E)

Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group A

Heller-Cunningham
439 - PFF-GH

                                             Tasker                                      Embrey
                                                645                                      44-8238 - PFF

Holmes
619

                                         Rybaltowski                                 Tarvid
                                                609                                           206

                     Knudson                                                                                Jones                        
                          502                                                                                       544
Bailey                                   Rogers                                      Telford                       McCutchan
  944                                        878                                             532                                 517
                                                                                                                   Proffitt
                                                                                                                      608
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B-17G #43-38999 Emma 358BS (VK-F) with #44-8427 Henn's Revenge 358BS (VK-E)

and #43-38238 358BS (VK-L).

Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group B

Fielder-Dorsett
137 - PFF

                                              Snider                                   Goering
                                                999                                          462

Goodberlet
530

                                             Walter                                  Thompson
                                                949                                          316

                     Heckendorf                                                                              App                         
                          38238                                                                                   647
Gordon                                 Poole                                      Brown                              Johnson
   945                                      427                                           563                                     860
                                                                                                                 Greenbaum
                                                                                                                       191
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B-17G #43-38999 Emma 358BS VK-F at Bombs Away.

Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group C

Newton-Johnston
166

                                             McGinnis                                Rose
                                                  099                                       281

Schlecht
311

                                               Smith                                    Ayers
                                                 248                                        885

                       Hewitt                                                                                   Hardin                       
                         734                                                                                        672
Wertz                                    Richter                                Armfield                             St. Julien
 763                                         569                                        516                                      451
                                                                                                                      Reed
                                                                                                                       875

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS

CREW POSITIONS
CMP - Command Pilot
P - Pilot
CP - Co-Pilot
NAV - Navigator
ANV - Ass't. Navigator
MNV - Mickey Navigator
ENG - Engineer
BOM - Bombardier
RO - Radio Operator

TOG - Togglier
BT - Ball Turret Operator
TT - Top Turret Operator
TG - Tail Gunner
WG - Waist Gunner
LWG - Left Waist Gunner
RWG - Right Waist Gunner
GUN - Gunner
VI - Voice Interpreter
OBS - Observer

PAS - Passenger
PHO - Photographer
Y - Y-Operators (YRO,YO)
RCM - Radio Cntr Measures
SJ - Spot Jammer

RESULTS OF MISSION
KIA - Killed in action
WIA - Wounded in action
MIA - Missing in action

POW - Prisoner of war
DOW - Died of wounds
EVD - Evaded the enemy
REP - Repatriated
RES - Rescued
ESC - Escaped
BO - Bailed out
DCH - Ditched
CR-L - Crashed on land
CR-S - Crashed at sea
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-102945  Sweet Pea

P Gordon, Joseph, 2Lt
CP Cunningham, Neil E., 2Lt
NAV Boland, Anthony J., 2Lt
TOG Quig, Francis X., Sgt
ENG Sprinkles, Leburn D., Sgt
WG Boone, Kenneth E., Sgt
RO Ennis, Charles S., Sgt
BT Carter, William J., Sgt
TG Grigger, Richard S., Sgt

B-17G #42-97949  (No Name)

P Walter, Donald R., 2Lt
CP Thornton, Everett H., 2Lt
NAV Das, Mitchell C., 2Lt
BOM Leonhirth, Junius, F/O
ENG Schroeder, Karl T., Sgt
TG Hudler, Billie E., Sgt
RO Kasik, Robert F., Sgt
BT Sexton, Norman R., Sgt
WG Meade, Joseph J., Sgt

B-17G #44-8427  Henn’s Revenge

P Poole, Lawrence E., 2Lt
CP Cannon, Harley E., 2Lt
NAV Feezel, Ralph S., 2Lt
TOG Kedzierski, Edward P., S/Sgt
ENG Pullen, Rayford E., Sgt
WG Kinsland, Harry D., Sgt
RO Hoke, Marvin L., Sgt
BT Garza, David, S/Sgt
TG Kindred, Beryl E., Sgt

B-17G #43-38238  (No Name)

P Heckendorf, Marvin H., 1Lt
CP Erickson, Robert L., 2Lt
NAV McCorkle, Robert W., F/O
TOG Weaver, Robert J., S/Sgt
ENG Gallman, Hubert W., T/Sgt
WG Barris, Robert L., Sgt
RO Windle, Bill, T/Sgt
TG Koerner, David M., Sgt
BT Lary, Raymond W., Sgt
 

B-17G #43-38191  Shasta

P Greenbaum, Richard D., 2Lt
CP Balkcom, Robert E., 2Lt
NAV Nicastro, John J., F/O
TOG Stevenson, John L., S/Sgt
ENG Bruce, Leonard F., Sgt
TG Hawes, Kenneth D., Sgt
RO Dalton, Denver, Sgt
BT Dooley, Patrick, Sgt
WG Armstrong, Henry L., Sgt

B-17G #43-38462 Teddy’s Rough Riders

P Goering, Werner G., 1Lt
CP Walker, Barton F., 2Lt
NAV Hartel, Galel E., 1Lt
TOG Cox, Lyle M., S/Sgt
ENG Gustafson, Orall R., T/Sgt
WG Jones, Burlen, T/Sgt
RO Brodzinski, Chester, T/Sgt
BT Chesney, Alan D., S/Sgt
TG Mahan, Waldon T., Sgt
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38530  (No Name)

P Goodberlet, Clarence J., 2Lt
CP Magid, Malcolm J., 2Lt
NAV Mylonas, Peter E., F/O
BOM Mott, Charles A., 2Lt
ENG Cotter, William J., Sgt
WG Karash, Matthew J., Sgt
RO Baloga, Stephen M., Sgt
BT Walling, James M., Sgt
TG Schultz, Frederick W., Sgt

B-17G #44-8137  (No Name) - PFF

P Fielder, George H., 1Lt
CP Dorsett, John D., 2Lt
NAV Weber, George F., 1Lt
NAV Buckner, James C., 2Lt
BOM Green, George A., 1Lt
ENG Cavagnaro, James E., T/Sgt
WG Denning, Glenn J., S/Sgt
RO Buie, Neil C., T/Sgt
TG Hopkins, Harry F., 2Lt

B-17G #43-38999  Emma

P Snider, Harley D., 2Lt
CP Kunkel, Joe T., 2Lt
NAV Fearn, Charles A., 2Lt
BOM Conder, Bill F., 2Lt
ENG Work, John R., T/Sgt
BT Kudder, Edward P., Sgt
RO Ludington, Robert S., T/Sgt
WG Wade, Murray W., S/Sgt
TG Middleton, James C., Sgt

B-17G #44-6316  (No Name)

P Thompson, John A., 2Lt
CP Sims, Allen R., 2Lt
NAV Wilhelm, Frederick H., 2Lt
BOM Jones, George W., 2Lt
ENG Farmer, Evert L., Cpl
WG Scott, William R., Cpl
RO Kilroy, Robert E., Cpl
BT Kampa, Vernon L., Cpl
TG Mogusar, John F., Cpl
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-38619  (No Name)

P Holmes, Alfred M., 2Lt
CP Haynes, Eugene, 2Lt
NAV Albertson, Edward, F/O
BOM Donovan, Thomas A., 2Lt
ENG Sprague, Wendell P., Jr., Sgt
RO Prehatny, Joseph R., S/Sgt
BT Vowels, Donovan E., S/Sgt
TG Bartkowski, Edward L., Sgt
WG Van Zile, Raymond J., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-97944  Daddy's Delight

P Bailey, Jack W., 2Lt
CP Hall, Merwin G., 2Lt
NAV Swenson, Glen R., 2Lt
TOG Connor, Joseph C., S/Sgt
ENG Muller, Carl A., Sgt
RO Darden, Elwyn J., Sgt
BT Geng, Donald F., Sgt
TG Eckert, Merle W., Sgt
WG McGuire, William E., Sgt

B-17G #43-38609  (No Name)

P Rybaltowski, Vincent, 2Lt
CP Olson, John A., 2Lt
NAV Anstrom, Ronald A., 2Lt
BOM McLeod, Harry A., 2Lt
ENG Perlowitz, Murray A., Sgt
RO Capps, Douglas M., Sgt
BT Hollingsworth, Donald M., Sgt
TG Reseigh, John R., Sgt
WG Vitiritto, Joseph A., Sgt

B-17G #42-107206  Old Black Magic

P Tarvid, Arthur J., 2Lt
CP Grandwilliams, Louis C., F/O
NAV Hudson, Glenn V., 2Lt
BOM Webber, Gale M., 2Lt
ENG Copp, Edmond D., Sgt
RO Root, Carmen W., Sgt
BT Muchmore, Gale F., Sgt
TG Dimick, Richard D., Sgt
WG Carlson, Dale H., Sgt

B-17G #43-38608  Lucille

P Proffitt, John S., 1Lt
CP Ogborn, Maurice E., 2Lt
NAV Finke, John C., 2Lt
TOG McKinley, A.B., T/Sgt
ENG Young, James W., Sgt
RO Norris, Cornie, Jr., Sgt
BT Bechtold, Robert E., Sgt
TG O’Neal, Howard F., Sgt
WG Rose, G.L., Sgt

B-17G #43-38878  (No Name)

P Rogers, Clem W., 2Lt
CP Powlus, Vernon F., F/O
NAV Simon, Albert, 2Lt
BOM Kraft, Arthur C., F/O
ENG Reese, Bobbie B., Sgt
RO Wysocki, John F., Sgt
BT Simpson, James A., S/Sgt
TG Palsa, Rudolph, Sgt
WG Westfall, Byron D., Sgt
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #44-6502  (No Name)

P Knudson, Darwin D., 2Lt
CP Heitman, David E., 2Lt
NAV Davis, Daryl W., 2Lt
TOG Wilson, Johnnie R., Sgt
ENG Lainson, Colin C., S/Sgt
RO Jones, Walter N., Jr., Sgt
BT Duerr, Richard D., Sgt
TG Wentz, Robert D., S/Sgt
WG Palm, Kenneth A., Sgt

B-17G #44-8238  (No Name) - PFF

P Embrey, Henry C., 1Lt
CP Sharp, Bryant M., 2Lt
NAV O'Dell, Benjamin L., 1Lt
NAV Gennaro, Louis T., 2Lt
NAV Carnahan, Kenneth R., 2Lt
BOM Dando, Charles A., 2Lt
ENG Miller, Harry C., T/Sgt
RO Zellar, Donald W., S/Sgt
TG Gavin, William E., Sgt
WG Peters, Arthur R., S/Sgt

B-17G #43-38645  (No Name)

P Tasker, Richard E., 2Lt
CP Francis, Angelito, 2Lt
NAV Meadows, Clyde, F/O
BOM McDonnell, John J., 2Lt
ENG Toon, William D., Sgt
RO Minnix, Glenn A., Sgt
BT Schilling, Lawrence C., Sgt
TG Driver, Arthur H., Sgt
WG Van Ornum, Charles S., Sgt 

B-17G #44-8439  (No Name) - PFF

P Heller, William C., Capt
CP Cunningham, Robert L., Capt
NAV Counts, George H., 1Lt
NAV Koran, William C., 1Lt
NAV Lifshus, Lawrence J., 1Lt
BOM Smith, Ralph L., 1Lt
ENG Kreager, Jon B., T/Sgt
RO Vieira, Joseph, T/Sgt
TG Christensen, Lawrence, 1Lt
WG Zielinski, William J., S/Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-38451  (No Name)

P St. Julien, John D., 2Lt
CP Newell, Richard M., 2Lt
NAV Kiehlkopf, George, 2Lt
TOG Dubin, Martin M., S/Sgt
ENG Mitchell, William E., S/Sgt
RO Flanigan, John J., Sgt
BT Farthing, Richard M., Sgt
TG Evans, Marlin D., Sgt
WG McLellan, Raymond L., Sgt

B-17G #42-97860  (No Name)

P Johnson, Walter E., 2Lt
CP Statton, Roy F., 2Lt
NAV Donahue, Thomas R., 2Lt
TOG Woods, Heiber J., Sgt
ENG Rhodes, William H., Sgt
RO Knowles, Charles D., Sgt
BT Koci, Robert W., Sgt
TG Mooney, Marion M., Sgt
WG Maxson, Gordon H., Sgt

B-17G #44-8647  (No Name)

P App, Robert G., 1Lt
CP White, Raymond E., 2Lt
NAV Dennis, Walter F., 2Lt
BOM Dee, Martin R., 2Lt
ENG Leach, Norman E., T/Sgt
RO Matlock, Austin M., T/Sgt
BT Brady, Gene F., S/Sgt
TG Nabors, Herschell F., Sgt
WG Polaski, Duane L., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-102544 Sack Time

P Jones, William E., Capt
CP Beasley, Roland C., 1Lt
NAV Harding, Warren G., 1Lt
TOG Valdes, George J., S/Sgt
ENG Bostick, George F., T/Sgt
RO Birkenholz, Irving, T/Sgt
BT McNeel, Morgan L., Sgt
TG Ciezadlo, Eugene F., Sgt
WG Marchionda, Guido P., Sgt

B-17G #44-6516  My Darling

P Armfield, John M., 2Lt
CP Marten, Dudley V., 2Lt
NAV Stewart, James L., 2Lt
BOM Mishtal, Theodore W., 2Lt
ENG Lemon, James M., Jr., Sgt
RO Haynes, Donald L., Sgt
BT Farnham, Gordon W., Sgt
TG Davis, Jesse W., Sgt
WG Goggin, Edward F., Sgt

B-17G  #43-38672  (No Name)

P Hardin, Thomas H., Jr., 1Lt
CP Stiver, Merrill M., 2Lt
NAV Hiebeler, George E., 2Lt
BOM Driver, Henderson M., Jr., S/Sgt
ENG Mikulich, Stanley, T/Sgt
RO Kasper, Raymond H., S/Sgt
BT Kaber, Harvey N., Sgt
TG Wotanis, Leo F., Cpl
WG Sersland, Paul V., Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #44-6517  Old Cock

P McCutchan, Eugene R., 1Lt
CP Schuchard, Virgil R., 1Lt
NAV Conard, Willard G., 2Lt
BOM Bays, Gordon C., 2Lt
ENG Kress, Richard H., T/Sgt
RO Frey, Alan E., T/Sgt
BT Scott, Howard E., S/Sgt
TG Odegaard, Duane J., S/Sgt
WG Peterson, Robert E., Sgt

B-17G #43-38532  (No Name)

P Telford, Donald R., 2Lt
CP Schroll, David A., 2Lt
NAV Fowler, William C., 2Lt
BOM Gerstel, Charles L., S/Sgt
ENG Power, Thomas B., Sgt
RO Curry, Paul A., T/Sgt
BT Hulterstrum, Joseph F., Sgt
TG Sanchez, Crespin E., Sgt
WG Linn, James B., Sgt

B-17G #43-38563  Jackie

P Brown, William W., 2Lt
CP Kacus, Alexander, F/O
NAV Beasley, Leon O., 2Lt
BOM Hight, Basil D., 2Lt
ENG Auer, Kenneth R., Sgt
RO Godley, Walter M., Sgt
BT Pilgrim, Robert W., Sgt
TG Johnson, David T., S/sgt
WG Miller, Donald E., Sgt
(Abortive)
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-38248  Jigger Rooche II

P Smith, Grafton N., 1Lt
CP Alderman, Melvin, 2Lt
NAV Gardner, Edward W., Jr., 2Lt
BOM Dohm, William F., F/O
TT Hardin, Joe A., Sgt
BT Miller, Raymond M., Sgt
RO Howell, Melvin, Sgt
TG Parker, George F., Sgt
WG Dussliere, Albert L., Sgt 

B-17G #42-39875  Buzz Blonde

P Reed, Louis E., 2Lt
CP Turinsky, George, 2Lt
NAV Witchey, Francis M., F/O 
TOG Renaud, Robert K., Sgt
TT Wismer, Donald E., Sgt
BT Newman, Harold E., Sgt
RO Breedlove, Edwin N., T/Sgt
TG Witcher, Marvin E., Sgt
WG Ray, Paul, Sgt

B-17G #42-102569  Miss Lace

P Richter, George K., 2Lt
CP McMullen, Robert A., 2Lt
NAV Blessing, Gerald D., 2Lt
TOG Hester, Lloyd D., S/Sgt
TT Bates, Grover P., T/Sgt
BT Smith, Donald S., Sgt
RO Kemmerer, Alfred G., Sgt
TG Chisholm, Robert E., Sgt
WG Vernon, James D., Sgt

B-17G #43-38763  (No Name)

P Wertz, Robert M., 1Lt
CP Durst, Melvin A., 2Lt
NAV Emick, Richard M., 2Lt
TOG Gray, Paul A., S/Sgt
TT Warne, Ralph W., Sgt
BT Jensen, Kenneth E., Sgt
RO Giering, Edward J., Sgt
TG Bennett, Kenneth A., Sgt
WG Campbell, Walter C., Sgt

B-17G #43-38734  Cheshire Cat

P Hewitt, Donald I., 2Lt
CP Wilson, Jack G., 2Lt
NAV Russo, William D., 2Lt
TOG Leas, Harry D., S/Sgt
TT Sabo, Stephen R., S/Sgt
BT Kohlmayer, Garth G., Sgt 
RO Schmidt, Elmer J., S/Sgt
TG Agrifoglio, Benjamin M., Sgt 
WG Sears, William A., Sgt

B-17G #42-97281  Queenie

P Rose, Jack W., 1Lt
CP Cornyn, T. John, 2Lt
NAV McMahon, William F., 2Lt
BOM Nazarian, John K., 2Lt
TT Dyson, Flake S., S/Sgt
BT Brinkley, Lynn M., S/Sgt
RO Scaglione, Joseph, T/Sgt
WG Ladd, John M., Sgt
TG Cottle, Clyde J., Jr., S/Sgt 
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #42-97311  Shoo Shoo Baby

P Schlecht, Walter J., 1Lt
CP Ferrari, Walter J., 2Lt
NAV Tanner, Merlin A., 2Lt
BOM Leavell, Adelbert D., Jr., 2Lt
TT Hedison, Ara H., S/Sgt
BT Hocknell, Raymond A., Sgt
RO Hradiskey, Joseph R., Sgt
TG Herod, William J., Sgt
WG Warburton, Arlis F., Sgt
Y Kernkel, K., Sgt

B-17G #42-39885  Sweet Rose O'Grady

P Ayers, Roger D, 2Lt
CP Danna, Joseph, 2Lt
NAV Wagner, Charles D., 2Lt 
BOM Cohen, Leonard, F/O
TT Rys, Valentine J., Sgt
BT Bailey, George E., Sgt
RO Morris, Allen L., Sgt
TG Turkovich, Charles J., Sgt
WG Clarkson, Robert T., Sgt
(Abortive)

B-17G #44-6166   The Red

P Newton, George C., 1Lt
CP Johnston, Lawrence M., 2Lt
NAV Katz, Edwin Harold, 1Lt
BOM Lyda, Robert E., 1Lt
TT Kiely, Joseph P., T/Sgt
RO Corn, Byron D., S/Sgt
TG McKeon, Preston W., 2Lt
WG Karr, Leslie E., S/Sgt
WG Simon, Lawrence E., S/Sgt
BT Hartog, Samuel S., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-107099  Old 99

P McGinnis, Martin S., Capt
CP Doscher, Frederick C., 2Lt
NAV Minnis, Karl, 2Lt
TOG Simone, S.P., Sgt
TT Lyons, Robert J., S/Sgt
BT Beal, Donald L., Sgt
RO Muir, Keith R., T/Sgt
TG Stevenson, Lowell F., Sgt
WG Hamilton, Lois R., S/Sgt
(Abortive Sortie)
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