303rd BG (H) Combat Mission No. 282
4 December 1944
Target: Railroad Marshalling Yard at Soest, Germany
Crews Dispatched: 39
Length of Mission: 8 hours, 8 minutes
Bomb Load: 10 x 500 Ib RDX & 2 x 500 Ib M17 Incendiary bombs
Bombing Altitudes; 25,000, 24,400 & 26,450 ft
Ammo Fired: 1,540 rounds

BG(H) primary target was at Soest, secondary at Kassel, and the last resort, a
German airfield at Paderborn. One aircraft returned early due to engine trouble:
#42-102569 Miss Lace, 427BS (Lt. Petersen).

IVI arshalling yards continued to be priority targets for the 8th Air Force. The 303rd

Thirty-eight aircraft dropped 370 500-Ib. RDX and 74 500-Ib. M17 incendiaries and
five units of T231 leaflets on the primary target. Results were unobserved due to the 9/10
swelling cumulus clouds with tops at 18,000 to 20,000 feet in the target area. Visual
bombing was impossible.

There was no enemy fighter opposition and friendly fighter Groups provided good
support with 375 Mustangs and Thunderbolts. The bombers encountered meager and
inaccurate flak at the target.

Sixteen aircraft landed at Bases on the Continent to refuel. The formations were
delayed in the air for an hour, resulting in unexpectedly high gas consumption. Fourteen
B-17s replenished their gasoline at Laon, France and one at Brussels, Belgium — then
returned to Molesworth the next day. Lt Juns first landed at airfield B-58 at Brussels,
found they had no spare gas, then moved to airfield A-70 at Laon, France.

At Airfield A-70 — Laon, France

Kuykendall #44-8439 360 Reid #43-38248 427
Middlemas #44-6516 360 Hewitt #43-38689 427
Hatch #44-8318 360 Woodson #44-6006 358
Weaver #42-97860 360 Roberts #43-38763 427
Hardin #43-38672 360 Juns #43-38842 360
Arwood #44-6523 360

App #44-6504 360 At Airfield B-58 — Brussels, Belgium
St. Julien #42-97546 360 O'Leary #44-8137 359
Mayer #43-38530 358
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Nose Art on B-17G #43-37590 Neva - The Silver Lady 358BG (VK-Q)

Fortress #43-37590,
Neva-The Silver Lady, 358BS
piloted by 1Lt Harry D.
Gobrecht, suffered flak damage
and was low on gasoline.
#43-37590 landed at a 9th Air
Force P-38 airfield, 370th FG,
strip No. A-78, at Florennes
/Juzaine, Belgium.

T/Sgt Lenville Benefield
(ENG) assisted by Sgt Robert J.
Miller (TOG) made repairs to
the damaged engine. They
then, with the help of T/Sgt
Edgar H. Quick (RO), S/Sgt
William McGrory (BTG), Sgt
Thomas G. Mays (WG) and Sgt
Phillip Buske (TG), replenished
the gasoline supply from five
gallon cans. The crewmates

formed a “bucket brigade” using an estimated 150 5-gallon cans of gasoline. 2Lt. Joe M.
Eby (CP) and Walter H. McDonald (NAV) inspected the B-17 for additional damage and
made flight checks at the fighter base operational office. 1Lt. Gobrecht made reports to
the 8th AF and the 303rd BG(H), made billeting and meal arrangements and returned to
the aircraft to assist the rest of the crew. The crew was then able to do some brief
sightseeing in the heavily damaged nearby town of Florennes. They returned to England
on the next day landing at Sadbury and thence to Molesworth.

English Cabbie and his Carriage - Late 1944
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group A

Hullar-Fletcher

351 - PFF
Aagesen O'Leary
734 137 - PFF
Reid
248
Hewitt McGinnis
689 875
Rose Roberts
885 763
Schlecht Gano Petersen Gobrecht
411 597 569 590
Woodson
006
Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group B
Lutz-Scott
038 - PFF
Haynes Knutzen
609 767
Frazier
206
GmernicKki Gates
427 645
Proffitt Carney
608 764
Rybaltowski Bixby Holmes Embrey
944 258 619 289
Mayer
530
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group C

Kuykendall-Francis

439 - PFF
Weaver Hatch
860 318
Juns
842
Arwood App
523 504
Kallet Gravrock
451 055
Hardin Fink Middlemas St. Julien
672 517 516 546
Norris
861

A "
e o : _
JACK W. WEAVER CREW - 360th BS
(crew assigned 360BS: 12 Nov 1944 - photo: 19 Jan 1945)
(Back L-R) Sgt Arthur L. Bailey (TG), Lt John D. Chalmers (CP),
Lt Jack W. Weaver (P), Lt William J. Polkabla (Polk) (N)
(Front L-R) T/Sgt Robert J. Cole (R), S/Sgt Thomas D. Lardie (BT),
T/Sgt James V. Giancola (TG), Sgt William J. Yepes (WG), T/Sgt Jason Murphy (E)
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #44-6006 (No Name)

B-17G #44-8427 Henn’s Revenge

P Woodson, William H., 2Lt P Gmernicki, Richard H., 1Lt

CP Lanigan, Harold A., F/O CP Judd, Chester G., 2Lt

NAV Boland, Anthony J., 2Lt NAV Jones, William M., 2Lt

BOM Finn, Russell C., F/O BOM Guerrieri, Joseph C., F/O

ENG Brown, Richard A., Sgt ENG Griffith, Elwood A., Sgt

WG  Riley, Lloyd S., Sgt WG  McClymont, John W., S/Sgt

RO  Gramiak, Victor J., Sgt RO  Calenberg, Raymond N., Sgt

BT Burnette, R.L., Sgt BT Greenberg, Bernard, Sgt

TG Farrell, Peter J., Sgt TG Henn, Thomas A., Sgt
B-17G #43-37590 Neva-The Silver Lady B-17G #43-38530 (No Name)

P Gobrecht, Harry D., 2Lt P Mayer, Walter J., 1Lt

CP Eby, Joe M., 2Lt CP Gradle, Raymond B., 2Lt

NAV McDonald, Walter H., 2Lt NAV Celich, Nicholas J., 2Lt

TOG Miller, Robert J., Sgt TOG Brown, James L., Sgt

ENG Benefield, Lenville H., Sgt ENG McGreevy, James, Sgt

WG  Mays, Thomas G., Sgt TG Withers, Frederick J., S/Sgt

RO Quick, Edgar H., Sgt RO Tuescher, Ernest, S/Sgt

BT McGrory, William P., S/Sgt WG  Karash, Matthew J., Sgt

TG Buske, Phillip R., Sgt BT Gendron, Ernest J., S/Sgt

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS

CREW POSITIONS
CMP - Command Pilot
P - Pilot

CP - Co-Pilot

NAV - Navigator

ANV - Ass't. Navigator
MNYV - Mickey Navigator
ENG - Engineer

BOM - Bombardier

RO - Radio Operator

TOG - Togglier

BT - Ball Turret Operator
TT - Top Turret Operator
TG - Tail Gunner

WG - Waist Gunner

LWG - Left Waist Gunner
RWG - Right Waist Gunner
GUN - Gunner

VI - Voice Interpreter

OBS - Observer

PAS - Passenger

PHO - Photographer

Y - Y-Operators (YRO,YO)
RCM - Radio Cntr Measures
SJ - Spot Jammer

RESULTS OF MISSION
KIA - Killed in action
WIA - Wounded in action
MIA - Missing in action

POW - Prisoner of war
DOW - Died of wounds
EVD - Evaded the enemy
REP - Repatriated

RES - Rescued

ESC - Escaped

BO - Bailed out

DCH - Ditched

CR-L - Crashed on land
CR-S - Crashed at sea
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-97944 Daddy's Delight

B-17G #43-38619 (No Name)

P Rybaltowski, Vincent, 2Lt P Holmes, Alfred M., 2Lt
CP Olson, John A., 2Lt CP Haynes, Eugene, 2Lt
NAV Moon, Richard Y., 2Lt NAV Albertson, Edward, F/O
BOM McLeod, Harry A., 2Lt BOM Donovan, Thomas A., 2Lt
ENG Perlowitz, Murray A., Sgt ENG Sprague, Wendell P., Jr., Sgt
RO  Capps, Douglas M., Sgt RO  Prehatny, Joseph R., S/Sgt
BT Hollingsworth, Donald M., Sgt BT Vowels, Donovan E., Sgt
TG Reseigh, John R., Sgt TG Bartkowski, Edward L., Sgt
WG  Vitiritto, Joseph A., Sgt WG  Hejna, Dennis R., S/Sgt
B-17G #43-38258 Forget Me Not Olly B-17G #43-38645 (No Name)
P Bixby, Kenneth E., 2Lt P Gates, Cecil J., 2Lt
CP Burns, James S., 2Lt CP Zapora, Theodore T., 2Lt
NAV Jones, Clayton C., F/O NAV Elliott, Harold F., 2Lt
BOM Moss, Henry G., 2Lt BOM Tyree, Joseph C., 2Lt
ENG Robichaux, John B., S/Sgt ENG Woysocki, Walter, Sgt
RO Krumwiede, Leland J., Sgt RO Maurer, Charles E., Sgt
BT Reese, Dale G., Sgt BT Meichtry, Leo R., Sgt
TG Peters, John W., Sgt TG Schrader, Chrissie D., Sgt
WG  Lombardi, Mondo, Sgt WG  Wallis, Elton E., Sgt
B-17G #43-38608 Lucille B-17G #42-107206 Old Black Magic
P Proffitt, John S., 2Lt P Frazier, Eugene C., 1Lt
CP Ogborn, Maurice E., 2Lt CP Campbell, Laurie H., 2Lt
NAV Finke, John C., 2Lt NAV Goettman, Andrew T., 2Lt
BOM Dodson, Jasper C., 1Lt BOM Barlow, Richard B., 2Lt
ENG Young, James W., Sgt ENG Borges, Gilbert C., T/Sgt
RO Norris, Cornie, Jr., Sgt RO  Trainor, Donald W., S/Sgt
BT Bechtold, Robert E., Sgt BT Charron, Raymond H., Sgt
TG O’Neal, Howard F., Sgt TG McCullough, Luther, Jr., S/Sgt
WG Rose, G.L., Sgt WG  Anderson, Eston R., Sgt
B-17G #43-38609 (No Name) B-17G #44-8038 (No Name) - PFF
P Haynes, Charles D., 1Lt P Lutz, John R., 2Lt
CP McClurg, Galt L., 2Lt CP Scott, Robert H., 2Lt
NAV O'Dell, Benjamin L., 2Lt NAV Hammond, Raymond D., 1Lt
BOM Stone, Leonard, 1Lt NAV Koran, William C., 1Lt
ENG Sherrill, Elliotte W., Sgt NAV  Weil, Frank P., 2Lt
RO Deen, Oscar A., S/Sgt BOM Mitchell, Robert C., 2Lt
BT Freese, Paul D., Sgt ENG Candito, Christopher A., Sgt
WG  Hrych, Robert C., Sgt RO Lovelock, Edward N., Sgt
TG Ipsen, Allen L., S/Sgt TG Schopplein, Orin H., 2Lt

WG  Bates, Roger K., Sgt
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38764 (No Name)

B-17G #43-38767 (No Name)

P Carney, Walter J., 1Lt
CP Hickey, James A., 2Lt
NAV Taylor, Albert R., 2Lt
BOM Cooney, Thomas E., 2Lt
ENG Turner, Harold L., T/Sgt
RO Foster, Albert A., T/Sgt
BT Zielinski, William J., S/Sgt
TG Howe, Clarence H., S/Sgt
WG  Encinas, William S/Sgt
B-17G #43-38289 Sweet LaRhonda
P Embrey, Henry C., 1Lt
CP Sharp, Bryant M., 2Lt
NAV Malone, Roy P., F/O
TOG Connor, Joseph C., Sgt
ENG Miller, Harry C., T/Sgt
RO Zellar, Donald W., S/Sgt
BT Garcia, Leonard A., Sgt
TG Gavin, William E., Sgt
WG  Peters, Arthur R., S/Sgt

__:__

CcpP
NAV
TOG
ENG
RO
BT
TG
WG

Knutzen, Owen A., 2Lt
Fravel, Harold L., 2Lt
Christenson LeRoy P., 2Lt
Fogle, Jerome W., Jr., Sgt
Klym, Michael, Sgt

Jobe, Andrew K., Jr., Sgt
Kennedy, Jack B., Sgt
Hartmann, Alexander, T/Sgt
Tarnava, Christopher, Jr., Sgt

HENRY C. EMBREY CREW - 359th BS
(crew assigned 359BS: 23 Sep 1944 - photo: 08 Oct 1944)
(Back L-R) 1Lt Henry C. Embrey (P), 2Lt Bryant M. Sharp (CP), F/O Roy P. Malone (N),
2Lt Robert C. Mitchell (B) - (Front L-R) S/Sgt Donald W. Zellar (R), Sgt William E. Gavin (TG),
S/Sgt Arthur R. Peters (WG), Sgt Richard D. Duerr (BT), T/Sgt Harry C. Miller (E)
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #44-6517 Old Cock

B-17G #44-6523 (No Name)

P Fink, Marvin P., 1Lt P Arwood, Joe B., 1Lt
CP Reeves, Howard E., 2Lt CP Johnson, Walter E., 2Lt
NAV Emery, Roy F., 2Lt NAV  Fowler, William C., 2Lt
BOM Hand, Robert A., 2Lt BOM Gerstel, Charles L., S/Sgt
ENG Holder, Jack E., Sgt ENG Branin, James J., S/Sgt
RO Dahl, Robert F., Sgt RO Curry, Paul A., S/Sgt
BT Albright, Richard M., Sgt BT Hulterstrum, Joseph F., Sgt
TG Garcia, Cyprian M., Sgt TG Sanchez, Crespin E., Sgt
WG  Peter, Robert C., Sgt WG  Linn, James B., Sgt
B-17G #42-31055 Aloha B-17G #42-97860 (No Name)
P Gravrock, Howard C., 1Lt P Weaver, Jack W., 2Lt
CP Losiewicz, Benjamin, 2Lt CP Chalmers, John D., F/O
NAV Harding, Warren G., 2Lt NAV Polkabla, William J., 2Lt
BOM Friedlander, Henry, F/O BOM Giancola, James V., S/Sgt
ENG Levine, Raymond, T/Sgt ENG Murphy, Jason, Sgt
RO Engleman, George B., T/Sgt RO  Cole, Robert L., Sgt
BT Relford, Robert R., Sgt BT Lardie, Thomas D., Sgt
TG Hensel, Phillip W., Sgt TG Yepes, William J., Sgt
WG  Elliott, John C., S/Sgt WG  Bailey, Arthur L., Sgt
B-17G #43-38451 (No Name) B-17G #44-6504 (No Name)
P Kallet, Sidney, 1Lt P App, Robert G., 1Lt
CP Muth, Clifford F., 2Lt CP Moody, William S., 2Lt
NAV Divine, Fred H., 2Lt NAV Dennis, Walter F., 2Lt
BOM Harrison, Lewis S., 2Lt BOM Dee, Martin R., F/O
ENG Lewis, William J., S/Sgt ENG Leach, Norman L., S/Sgt
RO  Clarke, Frank W., S/Sgt RO  Matlock, Austin M., S/Sgt
BT Macy, Edward J., Sgt BT Brady, Gene F., Sgt
TG Terreri, Joseph, Sgt TG Price, Kirkland T., S/Sgt
WG Killelea, Raymond J., Sgt WG  Polaski, Duane L., Sgt
B-17G #43-38672 (No Name) B-17G #44-6516 My Darling
P Hardin, Thomas H., Jr., 1Lt P Middlemas, Arthur B., 1Lt
CP Brown, William W., 2Lt CP Schultz, John W., 2Lt
NAV Hiebeler, George E., 2Lt NAV Cooley, Royal D., 2Lt
BOM Driver, Henderson M., Jr., S/Sgt BOM Clippinger, Robert E., S/Sgt
ENG Mikulich, Stanley, T/Sgt ENG Marshall, Leroy H., Sgt
RO  Kasper, Raymond H., S/Sgt RO  Avenia, James J., Sgt
BT Kaber, Harvey N., Sgt BT Parrish, George K., Sgt
TG Rohrer, Elbert R., Sgt TG Cranshaw, John A., Sgt
WG  Sersland, Paul V., Sgt WG  Maurer, John L., Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #44-8318 (No Name) B-17G #42-97546 |daliza
P Hatch, Logan B., 2Lt P St. Julien, John D., 2Lt
CP Holtorf, Ernest H., 2Lt CP Newell, Richard M., 2Lt
NAV McCarty, Mike D., 2Lt NAV  Kiehlkopf, George, 2Lt
BOM Downey, Francis G., 2Lt BOM Carney, Felix A., 2Lt
ENG Fuczka, Peter, Sgt ENG Mitchell, William E., Sgt
RO Broughton, Averell M., Jr., S/Sgt RO Flanigan, John J., Sgt
BT Buchanan, Paul A., Sgt BT Farthing, Richard M., Sgt
TG Patterson, Charles A., Sgt TG Evans, Marlin D., Sgt
WG  Free, Ennis B., Jr., Sgt WG  McLellan, Raymond L., Sgt

B-17G #42-97861 lza Vailable Il B-17G #44-8439 (No Name) - PFF
P Norris, Loy R., 2Lt P Kuykendall, Roger L., 1Lt
CP Jones, William E., Capt CP Francis, John R., 1Lt
NAV Thomas, Edward H., 1Lt NAV Klein, Norman M., 1Lt
BOM Valdez, George J., Sgt NAV  Weinstein, Irving, 2Lt
ENG Brackett, Clarence E., Sgt NAV Zarelli, Michael L., 1Lt
RO  Taylor, Walter H., Sgt BOM Rape, Sylvester H., 2Lt
BT Boone, Everett D., S/Sgt ENG Evans, Harry D., T/Sgt
TG Ciezadlo, Eugene F., Sgt RO Barton, Forrest E., T/Sgt
WG  Marchianda, Guido P., Sgt WG  Alexander, John T., S/Sgt
WG  Dubin, Martin M., S/Sgt
B-17G #43-38842 (No Name) TG Cambron, Richard B., 2Lt

P Juns, Frank, 1Lt

CP White, Raymond E., 2Lt
NAV Papp, Melvin E., 2Lt

BOM Puryear, James L., 1Lt
ENG Bostick, George F., T/Sgt
RO Lillis, Joseph D., T/Sgt

BT McNeel, Morgan L., lll, Sgt
TG Carter, James O., S/Sgt
WG  Wotanis, Leo F., S/Sgt
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-38763 (No Name)

B-17G #43-38248 Jigger Rooche Il

P Roberts, Ingersall J., 1Lt P Reid, Clair P., 2Lt

CP Bluethenthal, Arthur, 2Lt CP Bean, John R., 2Lt

NAV Blessing, Gerald D., 2Lt NAV Natoli, Sam J., 2Lt

BOM Burket, Wallace A., 2Lt BOM Hansen, Harley L., 2Lt

WG  Carlson, Harold A., Sgt TT Arnott, David H., Sgt

TT Riveland, Alf, Sgt BT Casciola, Benedict L., Sgt

RO Renzi, Frank, Sgt RO Foell, Charles R., Sgt

TG Barber, Albert P., Sgt TG Lowe, Joseph W., Sgt

BT Campbell, Gerald R., Sgt WG  Clare, Donald T., Sgt
B-17G #42-102411 Miss Lace B-17G #42-39885 Sweet Rose O'Grady

P Schlecht, Walter J., 2Lt P Rose, Jack W., 1Lt

CP Ferrari, William J., 2Lt CP Cornyn, T. John, 2Lt

NAV Tanner, Merlin A., 2Lt NAV Russo, William D., 2Lt

TOG Tambe, Angelo J., T/Sgt BOM Nazarian, John K., 2Lt

TT Hedison, Ara H., Sgt TT Dyson, Flake S., Sgt

BT Hocknell, Raymond A., Sgt BT Brinkley, Lynn M., Sgt

RO  Hradiskey, Joseph R., Sgt RO  Scaglione, Joseph, T/Sgt

TG Herod, William J., Sgt TG Means, Henry H., Jr., S/Sgt

WG  Warburton, Arlis F., Sgt WG  Cottle, Clyde J., Jr., Sgt
B-17G #43-38734 Cheshire Cat B-17G #42-39875 Buzz Blonde

P Aagesen, Donald C., 2Lt P McGinnis, Martin S., Capt

CP McKeon, Preston W., 2Lt CP Doscher, Frederick C., 2Lt

NAV Minnis, Karl, 2Lt NAV Neubert, Marshall A., Capt

TOG Gray, Paul A., Sgt BOM Ralph, William L., S/Sgt

TT Ellis, Paul R., Sgt TT Lyons, Robert J., S/Sgt

BT Calderon, Reuben J., Sgt BT Beal, Donald L., Sgt

RO Bledsoe, Clinton A., Sgt RO Muir, Keith R., T/Sgt

TG Lindeman, Henry E., Sgt TG Stevenson, Lowell F., Sgt

WG  Vuksinich, Louis F., Sgt WG  Hamilton, Lois R., S/Sgt
B-17G #43-38689 (No Name) B-17G #43-37597 Earthquake McGoon

P Hewitt, Donald I., 2Lt P Gano, Frederick, 1Lt

CP Wilson, Jack G., 2Lt CP Flanders, Wesley J., 2Lt

NAV McMahon, William F., 2Lt NAV Maniscalco, John B., F/O

BOM Leas, Harry D., Sgt BOM Ganson, Howard H., Sgt

TT Sabo, Stephen R., Sgt TT Anthony, George E., S/Sgt

BT Kohlmayer, Garth G., Sgt BT Coyle, Arthur J., S/Sgt

RO Schmidt, Elmer J., Sgt RO Elling, Myron A., Sgt

TG Agrifoglio, Benjamin M., Sgt TG Nelson, Edward F., Sgt

WG  Mussi, James L., Sgt WG  Sears, William A., Sgt
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #44-8137 (No Name) - PFF B-17G #44-8351 (No Name) - PFF
P O'Leary, James W., 2Lt P Hullar, Robert J., Capt
CP Reed, Louis E., 2Lt P Fletcher, John E., Capt
NAV Dye, Carl J., Jr., 2Lt NAV Tollack, Howard V., 1Lt
BOM Lyda, Robert E., 2Lt MN Caldwell, Walter D., F/O
TT Kernodle, John T., S/Sgt GHN Clark, Floyd L., F/O
BT Mittell, Phillip P., T/Sgt BOM Orvis, George T., Jr., Capt
TG Buckner, James C., 2Lt TT Clark, Jay R., S/Sgt
RO  Carver, Harold R., Sgt RO Brady, Joseph F., S/Sgt
WG  DeCicco, Frank C., Jr., Sgt TG Smith, Donald R., 2Lt

WG  Rogers, Norman F., S/Sgt
B-17G #42-102569 Miss Lace
P Petersen, William H., 2Lt
CP Candido, Anthony N., 2Lt
NAV Bason, William A., 2Lt
BOM Garrett, Joe W., T/Sgt
TT Zarrella, Anthony A., Sgt
BT Veljkov, Paul, Sgt
RO  Whitely, Cull W., Jr., Sgt
TG Coleman, Loyd, Sgt
WG  Tanner, Loyd H., Sgt
(Abortive)
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