303rd BG (H) Combat Mission No. 237
8 September 1944
I.G. Farben Plant at Ludwigshafen, Germany
Crews Dispatched: 39
Length of Mission: 7 hours, 50 minutes
Bomb Load: 6 x 1,000 Ib G.P. XM44 bombs
Bombing Altitudes: 28,200, 28,000 & 27,600 ft
Ammo Fired: 200 rounds

bombing—smoke was seen up to 15,000 ft. There were numerous fires, explosions

and buildings on fire. The 303rd BG(H) dropped 214 1,000-Ib. G.P. XM44 bombs
from 28,200, 28,000 and 27,600 ft. into smoke caused by the bombing of Wings ahead.
In the target area, there were 4/10 to 5/10 low clouds, with bases at 3,000 ft. and tops at
15,000 ft. (isolated tops to 15,000 ft.), and 2/10 middle clouds, bases at 14,000 ft. and tops
at 16,000 ft. Due to these conditions, bombing was done from about 28,000 ft. instead of
the briefed altitude.

Fortresses returned to Ludwigshafen again and were successful in making a visual

Crews reported some enemy aircraft in the target area, but there were no attacks.
Good escort support was provided by 88 P-51s, but some Fortresses reported no support
until reaching the target area. This was caused by the Group being late at the target. Flak
was intense and accurate for the lead and low Groups, but inaccurate for the high Group.
Ten aircraft sustained major
and thirteen, minor damage.
Chaff seemed to have some
beneficial effect.

Aircraft #42-97058 Scorchy I,
359BS, piloted by Lt. Brabant,
landed in France with a
feathered propeller. One
crewmanin another returning B-
17 was wounded.

The group had a happy Mess
Officer. Seven crews reported
that mission sandwiches were
good —the best ever. No crews
complained. Several crews

359th BS MESS PERSONNEL even stated that breakfast was
(Back L-R) Roy H. Mackey, Richard Miessler, Charles O.T. Swanson, Harry E.
McCone, Wilfred H. Repsher - (Center) unknown, unknown, Samuel J. Faunce, 900d- Lt Mayef commented
Robert E. Stout, William C. Malone, Antonio Pascurri - (Front) Roger P. Caorcari,  "\\here is the Whiskey?“
Edwin K. Lumpkin, Jr., Nicholas Pasquarelli, Reginald B. Pepper
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group A

Lynch-Bergeron

125 - PFF
Gillespie Johnson
739 557 - PFF
Lee Brabant
945 058
McConnell Freeman McDavid Baltes
186 238 289 830
Paullin Mayer
590 176
Heleen Lay
200 949

Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group B

Wilson-Francis

544
Connelly Howard
187 124
Mosel Walker
930 944
Shields Mehlhoff Virag Carney
340 861 496 076
Kuykendall Juns
860 893
Foley Butler
546 329
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group C

Flowers-Harris

281
G. Newton O'Leary
666 027

Bliss Jenkins

311 298
Dubose Caplinger Frazier Chance

248 057 206 177
Hamilton Cureton

411 323

J. Newton Davis
099 197
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS

CREW POSITIONS TOG - Togglier VI - Voice Interpreter DOW - Died of wounds

CMP - Command Pilot
P - Pilot

CP - Co-Pilot

NAV - Navigator

ANV - Ass't. Navigator
MNV - Mickey Navigator
ENG - Engineer

BOM - Bombardier

RO - Radio Operator

BT - Ball Turret Operator
TT - Top Turret Operator
TG - Tail Gunner

NG - Nose Gunner

RG - Radio Gunner

WG - Waist Gunner

LWG - Left Waist Gunner
RWG - Right Waist Gunner
GUN - Gunner

OBS - Observer
PAS - Passenger
PHO - Photographer

RESULTS OF MISSION
KIA - Killed in action
WIA - Wounded in action
MIA - Missing in action
POW - Prisoner of war

EVD - Evaded the enemy
INT - Interned in neu cntry
REP - Repatriated

RES - Rescued

ESC - Escaped

BO - Bailed out

DCH - Ditched

CR-L - Crashed on land
CR-S - Crashed at sea
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-38186 (No Name)

B-17G #43-38238 (No Name)

P McConnell, John, 1Lt P Freeman, Clyde E., 2Lt

CP Thomas, Charles E., 2Lt CP Canning, Glenn R., 2Lt

NAV Atwood, Thomas M., 2Lt NAV Goldstein, Sheldon, 2Lt

BOM Bennett, Robert W., 2Lt BOM Birkenseer, Donald L., 2Lt

ENG Johnson, Jack M., S/Sgt ENG Fleck, Peter J., Sgt

WG  Schneider, Lawrence J., Sgt TG Caporusso, Frank J., Sgt

RO  Rego, Charles J., S/Sgt RO  VanLier, Donald E., Sgt

TG Krebs, Henry R., Sgt WG  Martin, Robert G., Sgt

BT Messerich, Jerome P., S/Sgt BT Chesney, Alan D., Sgt
B-17G #42-102945 Sweet Pea B-17G #43-37590 Neva-The Silver Lady

P Lee, Gareth G., 1Lt P Paullin, James R., 2Lt

CP Bowman, William E., F/O CP Hinton, William B., 2Lt

NAV Zarelli, Michael L., 1Lt NAV  Hunt, John W., Jr., 2Lt

BOM Townsend, Charles D., 2Lt BOM Simons, Robert A., 2Lt

ENG Leimgruebler, Victor H., S/Sgt ENG Johnson, James P., S/Sgt

WG  Olive, Martin, Sgt BT Biestek, Stanley H., Sgt

RO  Adkinson, James E., S/Sgt RO  Thomas, Henry T., S/Sgt

TG Newman, Gerald D., Sgt WG  Woodward, Thomas J., Sgt

BT Grundon, Joseph D., Sgt TG Butler, Woodley O., Sgt
B-17G #42-97949 (No Name) B-17G #42-97557 Mercy's Madhouse - PFF

P Lay, William P., 2Lt P Johnson, Hugh B., 2Lt

CP Grenier, David A., 2Lt CP Seidel, Harry S., 2Lt

NAV Lasker, Robert M., 2Lt NAV Weber, George F., 2L

BOM Bohannon, Jackson R., 2Lt NAV Beyeler, Earl R., 1Lt

ENG Miller, Ray A., Sgt BOM Carloss, Earl W., 2Lt

WG  Hasper, Donald T., Sgt ENG Edwards, Eugene F., T/Sgt

RO Kane, Fred E., Sgt WG  Blinebury, Joseph A., Sgt

TG Gillespie, Henry F., Sgt RO  Carter, Robert D., S/Sgt

BT Kedzierski, Edward P., Sgt TG Reimche, George K., Sgt
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38200 (No Name)

B-17G #43-38176 Bouncing Betty Il

P Heleen, Carl M., 2Lt P Mayer, Walter J., 2Lt

CP Davidson, Stanley V., 2Lt CP Gradle, Raymond B., 2Lt

NAV Hodenius, Frank L., 2Lt NAV Poehlman, Robert L., 2Lt

BOM Cummings, Grover C.H., 2Lt BOM Severson, Jack O., S/Sgt

ENG Hahn, Charles L., Sgt ENG Hicks, Douglas E., S/Sgt

WG  Brown, Jennings G., Sgt WG  Withers, Frederick J., Sgt

RO Gast, William H., Sgt RO Tuescher, Ernest, S/Sgt

BT Gaudette, Charles W., Sgt BT Campbell, James M., S/Sgt

TG Dunford, Jefferson H., Sgt TG Gendron, Ernest J., S/Sgt
B-17G #42-31739 Pugnacious Peter B-17G #44-8125 Sparky

P Gillespie, Glenn H., 2Lt P Lynch, Robert J., Capt

CP Cassidy, Francis D., 2Lt CP Bergeron, Willard M., Capt

NAV Guthmann, Richard F., 2Lt NAV Contos, Spiros P., 1Lt

BOM Pischke, Robert L., 2Lt NAV Klein, Norman M., 1Lt

ENG Henry, James S., Sgt BOM Morris, Warren B., 1Lt

WG  DiMascola, Michael G., Sgt MN  Desmond, MacChesney, 1Lt

RO Krawiecki, Alexander J., Sgt ENG Kishbaugh, Warren L., T/Sgt

BT Rhodes, Edward B., Sgt WG  Munn, Charles F., S/Sgt

TG Chaltraw, Richard J., Sgt RO Jennings, Archie R., T/Sgt

TG Fox, Howard E., T/Sgt
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-97058 Scorchy Il

B-17G #42-31177 Lonesome Polecat

P Brabant, Patrick H., 1Lt P Chance, Arthur F., 2Lt

CP Judy, Ira J., 2Lt CP Johnson, Robert H., 2Lt

NAV Donovan, James R., 2Lt NAV McCarver, Eugene D., 2Lt

BOM Stone, Leonard, 2Lt BOM Couch, William M., 2Lt

ENG Hodge, Dana A., T/Sgt ENG Menasco, Elmer W., Sgt

RO Cohen, Seymour T., Sgt RO Miller, Albert, Sgt

BT Marquez, Robert P., S/Sgt BT Moss, Shirley L., Cpl

TG Millek, John P., S/Sgt TG Hejna, Dennis R., Cpl

WG  Valentine, Robert J., S/Sgt WG Torre, Leo A., Cpl

B-17G #42-107206 Old Black Magic B-17G #42-102496 Special Delivery

P Frazier, Eugene C., 2Lt P Virag, Andy R., 2Lt

CP Campbell, Laurie H., 2Lt CP Knolle, William C., 2Lt

NAV Goettman, Andrew T., 2Lt NAV Harrison, Hertzel, 2Lt

BOM Barlow, Richard B., 2Lt BOM Torley, Donald W., 2Lt

ENG Borges, Gilbert C., Sgt ENG Jeter, James E., Jr., S/Sgt

RO  Trainor, Donald W., Cpl RO  Vrabel, Cyril A., S/Sgt

BT Charron, Raymond H., Cpl BT Gurka, Stanley, Jr., Sgt

TG McCullough, Luther, Jr., Cpl TG Bowman, John H., Sgt

WG  Anderson, Eston R., Cpl WG  Umberger, Robert S., S/Sgt
B-17G #44-6076 Liberty Run B-17G #42-31830 Marie

P Carney, Walter J., 1Lt P Baltes, George E., 1Lt

CP Hickey, James A., 2Lt CP Marble, Robert A., 2Lt

NAV Taylor, Albert R., 2Lt NAV Nielsen, Carl V., 1Lt

BOM Cooney, Thomas E., 2Lt BOM Scheibman, Herman B., 2Lt

ENG Turner, Harold L., S/Sgt ENG Stenger, John J., Jr., S/Sgt

RO Foster, Albert A., S/Sgt RO Giltenboth, Charles L., S/Sgt

BT Kayrallah, Emil, Sgt BT Kanz, Milton C., Sgt

TG Howe, Clarence H., Sgt TG Posluszny, Branislaw B., Sgt

WG  Encinas, William, Sgt WG  Godsey, Austin C., Sgt
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #42-97944 Daddy's Delight

B-17G #42-97298 The Floose

P Walker, Lewis M., 1Lt P

CP Doyle, Joseph J., 2Lt CP

NAV  Durkin, James A., 2Lt NAV

BOM Beers, Donald B., 2Lt BOM

ENG Sublett, James W., S/Sgt ENG

RO  Lunday, Albert J., S/Sgt RO

BT Hundley, Walter L., S/Sgt BT

TG Reckert, Arthur C., S/Sgt TG

WG  Mathis, Henry C., S/Sgt WG
B-17G #43-38289 Sweet LaRhonda

P McDavid, Philip H., 2Lt

CP Beeman, Richard, 2Lt

NAV King, Robert L., 2Lt

BOM Smith, Teddy A., 1Lt

ENG Hall, Thomas M., S/Sgt

RO Sikkema, Wilfred J., Sgt

BT Johnson, Ralph R., Sgt

TG Wolfe, Ralph E., S/Sgt

WG  Linville, Warren N., Sgt

Jenkins, Harry F., 2Lt
Blanchard, Samuel B., 2Lt
Nute, Gordon B., 2Lt

Tyree, Joseph C., 2Lt
Gillespie, Norton A., S/Sgt
Loosemore, Wesley G., S/Sgt
Fydrychowski, John J., Sgt
Cregan, John M., Sgt

Allen, Charles G., Sgt

Nose Art on B-17G #43-38289 Sweet La Rhonda 359BS (BN-J)
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-97546 I|daliza

B-17G #42-31340 Miss Liberty

P Foley, Norment, 1Lt P Shields, Edward F., 2Lt

CP Rowe, Robert A., 2Lt CP Cooter, William M., 2Lt

NAV Conklin, James M., 2Lt NAV  Mundell, William K., F/O

BOM Littlefield, Robert I., 2Lt BOM Lee, Wilbur W., 2Lt

ENG Snell, Edward A., S/Sgt ENG Nagel, Leeland J., S/Sgt

RO Johnson, Vernelle V., S/Sgt RO Dennerle, Almo W., S/Sgt

TG Stewart, Charles R., Sgt BT Horwitz, Charles, Sgt

BT Waltmire, Harrel A., Jr., Sgt TG Skubal, Joseph J., Sgt

WG  Dubin, Martin M., S/Sgt WG  Sheehan, Arthur E., Jr., Sgt

B-17G #42-97329 Flak Hack B-17G #42-97860 (No Name)

P Butler, Milton C., 1Lt P Kuykendall, Roger L., 1Lt

CP Lovell, Brook H., 2Lt CP Norris, Loy R., 2Lt

NAV Holden, John E., 2Lt NAV Stanghor, Bruce O., 2Lt

BOM Hackler, Maurice G., 2Lt BOM Rape, Sylvester H., 2Lt

ENG Bird, Harry G., Sgt ENG Evans, Harry D., S/Sgt

RO  Christ, Donald R., Sgt BT Boone, Everett D., Sgt

BT Miller, Donald E., Sgt RO Barton, Forrest E., S/Sgt

TG Johnson, David T., Jr., Sgt TG Alexander, John P., Sgt

WG  Peterson, Robert E., Sgt WG  Dubin, Martin M., Sgt
B-17G #42-97861 lza Vailable Il B-17G #44-6124 (No Name)

P Mehlhoff, Arthur R., 2Lt P Howard, Victor L., 2Lt

CP Nelson, Edgar H., 2Lt CP Matheson, John A., 2Lt

NAV  Williams, Gaylon C., 2Lt NAV Gould, Charles L., 2Lt

BOM Newcomb, Harry F., Jr., F/O BOM Hamann, Lorin W., 2Lt

ENG Kress, Richard H., S/Sgt ENG Smith, Jimmie R., Sgt

RO Thye, Norman W., S/Sgt RO  Jeambey, Leo E., Sgt

BT Keeran, Elwood R., Sgt BT Hagan, Lloyd D., Sgt

TG Quackenbush, Benjamin V., Sgt TG Coughlin, Charles R., Sgt

WG  Harms, Vernon H., Sgt WG  Fredenburg, William E., Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #42-97893 Minnie the Moocher

B-17G #42-102544 Sack Time

P Juns, Frank, 2Lt P Wilson, William M., 1Lt

CP Beasley, Roland C., 2Lt CP Francis, John R., 1Lt

NAV Harding, Warren G., 2Lt NAV Blumenthal, Robert, 2Lt

BOM Thomas, Edward H., 2Lt BOM Duros, Constentine J., 2Lt

ENG Girard, Louis P., S/Sgt ENG Asplund, Carl L., T/Sgt

RO Wimer, Maurice H., Sgt RO Means, Robert D., T/Sgt

BT Oberly, Eldridge C., Sgt BT Case, Donald G., S/Sgt

TG Englis, Hiram E., Cpl TG Sauer, George N., S/Sgt

WG  Branin, James J., Cpl WG  Sabuda, Emil S., S/Sgt
B-17G #43-37930 (No Name) B-17G #42-97187 Miss Umbriago

P Mosel, Arnold, 2Lt P Connelly, Ben L., 1Lt

CP Freeman, Kenneth H., 2Lt CP House, Frederick L., 2Lt

NAV George, Sidney L., 1Lt NAV Levin, Albert, 2Lt

BOM Parrilla, Rufe H., 1Lt BOM Shelley, David R., 2Lt

ENG Conley, Donald H., S/Sgt ENG Cole, Bethel A., T/Sgt

RO  Groth, Gerald J., S/Sgt RO  Schneider, Dale E., S/Sgt

BT Crawford, Frank J., Sgt BT Evans, Ralph V., Sgt

TG Bialobrzeski, Joseph C., Sgt TG Bur, Robert D., Sgt

WG  Koshar, Jerome J., Sgt WG  Koppes, Carl A., Sgt
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #43-37666 Full House

B-17G #43-38197 (No Name)

P Newton, George C., 2Lt P Davis, Robert W., 2Lt

CP Raley, Stonewall J., 2Lt CP Sayre, Dorwin D., 2Lt

NAV Jenkins, John I., 2Lt NAV Martin, Walter E., 2Lt

BOM Lewis, Willard L., Jr., 2Lt BOM Bryan, Fred W., F/O

TT Schneider, Joseph R., Sgt TT Johnson, O.D., S/Sgt

BT Hartog, Samuel S., Sgt BT Johnson, Charles H., Sgt

RO Corn, Byron D., Sgt RO Pope, Lester L., Sgt

TG Karr, Leslie E., Sgt TG Muzyka, Myron M., S/Sgt

WG  Simon, Lawrence E., Sgt WG  Smirnes, E. "Nick", Jr., Sgt

B-17G #42-32027 Betty Jane B-17G #43-38057 (No Name)

P O'Leary, James W., 2Lt P Caplinger, Auston O., 2Lt

CP Reed, Louis E., 2Lt CP Spruner, Donald L., 2Lt

NAV Kacere, Michael J., 2Lt NAV Katz, Edwin Harold, 2Lt

BOM Lyda, Robert E., 2Lt BOM Bober, Stanley, 2Lt

TT Kernodle, John T., Sgt TT Henry, O.L., Sgt

BT Czerwonka, Joseph A., S/Sgt BT Jacobs, Carroll W., Jr., Sgt

RO DeVaney, Bernard C., Sgt RO Mittell, Philip P., Sgt

TG Carver, Harold R., Sgt TG Chalcroft, Charles P., Sgt

WG  DeCicco, Frank C., Jr., Sgt WG  Olds, Andrew R., Sgt
B-17G #43-38248 Jigger Rooche |l B-17G #42-107099 Old 99

P Dubose, Carl L., Jr., 1Lt P Newton, John A., 2Lt

CP Droll, Louis P., 2Lt CP Mowatt, Frank G., 2Lt

NAV Laverty, Leo E., 2Lt NAV Lange, George L., 2Lt

BOM Haakonsen, Raymond E., 2Lt BOM Drew, William F., 2Lt

TT Jones, Jesse T., Jr., S/Sgt TT Turner, Leonard A., S/Sgt

BT Leal, Raymond T., Sgt BT Bricker, Albert W., Sgt

RO Kollmar, Donald L., S/Sgt RO  O'Leary, James A., S/Sgt

TG Watson, Byron W., Sgt TG Hobgood, John F., Sgt

WG  Balint, Daniel, Jr., Sgt WG  Reeves, James E., Sgt
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #43-38323 (No Name)

B-17G #42-102411 Miss Lace

P Cureton, Peter F., Jr., 1Lt P Hamilton, Max B., 1Lt
CcP Gano, Frederick, 2Lt CP Newman, Vernon V., 2Lt
NAV  Spooner, Ramon L., 2Lt NAV Emmet, John P., 2Lt
BOM Ulrich, Carl L., 2Lt BOM Warner, Robert A., 1Lt
TT Bourlier, Donald W., S/Sgt TT Butler, Edward B., S/Sgt
BT Burford, Joseph A., Sgt BT Paterson, Richard E., Sgt
RO Ellis, James A., S/Sgt RO Jarvis, Robert F., S/Sgt
TG Grove, John W., Sgt TG Coleman, Warren M., Sgt
WG  Celichowski, Ervin M., Sgt WG  Smith, Orphus, Jr., Sgt
B-17G #42-92311 Shoo Shoo Baby B-17G #42-97281 Queenie
P Bliss, Robert P., 1Lt P Flowers, Selwyn D., 1Lt
CP Morrow, John E., 2Lt CP Harris, John R., F/O
NAV  Sumbur, Simon, 1Lt NAV Pero, Aloyius R., 1Lt
BOM Sandhagen, Paul R., 2Lt BOM Webster, Charles M., 1Lt
TT Shumar, Carl K., Sgt TT Kiely, Joseph P., S/Sgt
BT Eakins, Charles A, Jr., Sgt BT McCormick, Lewis J., Sgt
RO Herman, Benjamin, Sgt RO Kopriva, Charles P., S/Sgt
TG Plesinger, Michael J., Sgt TG Schulz, Paul H., Sgt
WG  Curry, Richard L., Sgt WG  Howell, Charles E., Sgt
OBS Johnson, A.R., 1Lt
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