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DONALD D. STARK CREW - 358th BS
B-17G Mary Cary #42-97405 360BS PU-H

(crew assigned 360BS: 02 June 1944, transferred to 358BS 12 June 1944)
(Back L-R) 2Lt John G. Auerhamer (N), 1Lt George L. Conley (CP), 1Lt Donald D. Stark (P),

2Lt Richard G. Nelson (B) - (Front L-R) S/Sgt James H. Eggink (LWG),
S/Sgt James C. Morrow (TG), S/Sgt Delmer G. Batten (E), S/Sgt Harold E. Nelsen (RWG),

S/Sgt Max Richkind (BT), S/Sgt Joseph R. Steinhagen (R)

303rd BG (H) Combat Mission No. 220
5 August 1944

Target: Flers, Cousbronne, Flefs, Fleury, Crepieul, Fressin,
and Coxyde, France - "No Ball" Targets

Crews Dispatched: 39

Length of Mission: 3 hours, 40 minutes

Bomb Load: 20 x 250 lb G.P. M57 bombs

Bombing Altitudes: 21,000 & 25,200 ft

Ammo Fired: 0 rounds

S
ix separate "No Ball" targets in the Pas de Calais area were attacked.  One aircraft
returned early, #42-32027 Betty Jane, 427 BS (Healy).  An electrical short, caused
by urine deposited in the camera well, set fire to both inverters.  The perpetrator was

disciplined by flying another required combat mission.  Low 0/10 to 3/10 clouds enabled
bombardiers to locate their targets with ease.  The formations dropped 423 500-250 lb.
G.P. M57 bombs.  Thirty-four aircraft bombed their assigned targets and four bombed
Coxyde airfield as a target of opportunity.  Bombing results were good, except at Fressin
and Fiefs, where the results were generally poor.

No enemy aircraft were seen.  Moderate and accurate flak was encountered by four
of the six Squadrons.  Nine aircraft sustained major and ten, minor battle damage.  One
crewman was wounded.  Friendly fighters furnished fair area support.  Aircraft #44-6006
(No Name) 427BS (Lt. Stark), 358BS, landed at Ford, England, with two engines out.
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AUGUST 5th, 1944
from the book "25 Milk Runs" by Richard R. "Dick" Johnson

The 303rd Bomb Group had been flying two missions per day for quite a while, and
today each squadron planned to put up ten B-17s each.

Beiser was leading our squadron for this rush job, and only six of us made
formation with their assigned group. A few of the planes were so rushed that they were
not fully loaded with bombs. We were to bomb six different targets in France in support
of the ground troops. We were in the "E" squadron of the 41st combat Wing, and we
assembled over the Harrington Buncher at 3500 feet. Since we were late in taking off, we
took a short cut to Splasher 10 and then directly to Beachy Head at 20,000 feet.  As a
result of this short cut, three of our planes couldn't catch up and tacked onto another
squadron.

Our three plane squadron's target was Crepieul, France where we did a ten minute
bomb run.  We were not fired on by flak gunners as were some of the other squadrons,
and none of our squadron was damaged.  The "A" squadron lead ship was hit by flak,
which knocked out the manual aileron controls, and tumbled the gyros that operated the
auto pilot, just forty five seconds before bombs away. The bombardier recovered in time
to do a fair job in his bombing attempt.

The "D" squadron was twenty minutes late to their target when they had to circle
to avoid a large formation of British Lancasters in their path.  At the target one plane was
hit by flak which disabled two engines.  That squadron flew a direct course to England so
that the disabled plane could land at Ford, near the white cliffs of Dover.

We saw two of the German rocket planes, the ME-163 "Komet," but with their five
to six minute fuel supply, none could reach the 303rd formations.  P-51s shot down
several German fighters that day.  I think that this was the original intent of the mission,
to lure up the German fighters so that our fighters could eliminate them.

Today was Beiser's last mission, as it was for most of our original crew. I had two
more to go.  I had the same co-pilot as yesterday's mission, but was flying a mixed crew
of gunners who were making up missed missions.

My old favorite airplane, "Betty Jane," flown by another pilot, had to abort this
mission when the pilot had to turn off both inverters due to an electrical short caused by
a urine "spill." Many crewmen didn't like to use the relief tube that was located near the
forward bulkhead of the bomb-bay, and simply relieved themselves on the bombs or in
the bomb-bay.  Usually nothing happened, but this time the amplifiers were shorted out
and no boost could be obtained for the superchargers and as a result they couldn't get to
altitude.

This practice was forbidden, but was often violated as in this case. The pilot
brought the "Betty Jane" back to base with the wet bombs, and the culprit was disciplined
by having to fly an extra mission. The official report was softened to indicate that a urine
can was accidentally knocked over instead of what actually happened. Thus, the culprit
might have lost rank as well as having to fly another mission if the whole truth had been
known.
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group A

Morgan-Eldridge
058

Chance                                   Lorentz
050                                          183

                      Crozier                                                                                 Paullin                        
                         537                                                                                      7875
McDavid                        Mainwaring                                  Goss                                    Wright
    177                                   830                                          9875                                       060
                      Baltes                                                                                  Hillary
                        309                                                                                        944
Gould                                Whitlock                                                                                            
  206                                       496                                                                                   
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                     

Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group B

Beiser-Fletcher
311

                                             Healy                                       Davis
                                               027                                          666

                     Means                                                                                  Baker                           
                        569                                                                                       086
Tyler                                 Hamilton                                    Stark                                     Smith
 885                                       411                                           006                                        291
                    Dubose                                                                               Cureton
                       099                                                                                       597
Griggs                               Johnson                                                                                            
  423                                      432                                                                                   
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Aircraft Formation at Assembly Point - Group C

Wilson
544

                                            Nafius                                   Mehlhoff
                                               329                                          893

                      Hahn                                                                                  Vermeer                        
                       196                                                                                        972
Michaelis                         McConnell                                Larson                                    Mayer
     187                                    680                                         739                                         085
                     Yarnall                                                                                Hallum
                        860                                                                                       930
Bennett                               Vitale                                                                                                
    853                                    861                                                                                   
                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                     

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS

CREW POSITIONS
CMP - Command Pilot
P - Pilot
CP - Co-Pilot
NAV - Navigator
ANV - Ass't. Navigator
MNV - Mickey Navigator
ENG - Engineer
BOM - Bombardier
RO - Radio Operator

TOG - Togglier
BT - Ball Turret Operator
TT - Top Turret Operator
TG - Tail Gunner
NG - Nose Gunner
RG - Radio Gunner
WG - Waist Gunner
LWG - Left Waist Gunner
RWG - Right Waist Gunner
GUN - Gunner

VI - Voice Interpreter
OBS - Observer
PAS - Passenger
PHO - Photographer

RESULTS OF MISSION
KIA - Killed in action
WIA - Wounded in action
MIA - Missing in action
POW - Prisoner of war

DOW - Died of wounds
EVD - Evaded the enemy
INT - Interned in neu  cntry
REP - Repatriated
RES - Rescued
ESC - Escaped
BO - Bailed out
DCH - Ditched
CR-L - Crashed on land
CR-S - Crashed at sea
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-37875  Flying Bison

P Paullin, James R., 2Lt
CP Hinton, William B., 2Lt
NAV Hunt, John W., Jr., 2Lt
BOM Simons, Robert A., 2Lt
ENG Johnson, James P., S/Sgt
BT Biestek, Stanley H., Sgt
RO Thomas, Henry T., S/Sgt
WG Woodward, Thomas J., Sgt
TG Butler, Woodley O., Sgt

B-17G #44-6006  (No Name)

P Stark, Donald D., 1Lt
CP Conley, George L., 2Lt
NAV Nelson, Richard G., 2Lt
TOG Murphy, Joseph A., S/Sgt
ENG Batten, Delmer G., S/Sgt
RO Steinhagen, Joseph R., S/Sgt
TG Morrow, James C., Sgt
BT Richkind, Max, Sgt
WG Eggink, James H., Sgt

B-17G #42-31739  Pugnacious Peter

P Larson, Oliver B., 2Lt
CP Kersting, George B., 2Lt
NAV Gard, John M., 2Lt
BOM Draves, John J., 2Lt
ENG O'Connor, Robert E., S/Sgt
BT Sweeney, Charles R., Sgt
RO Mullaney, Donald F., S/Sgt
WG Holland, Huber D., Sgt
TG Philson, Norbert M., Sgt

B-17G #42-97972  (No Name)

P Vermeer, Bernard E., 1Lt          
CP Byrnes, James H., 2Lt           
NAV Metko, Earl D., 2Lt         
BOM Carloss, Earl W., 2Lt          
ENG Varvil, Willis E., S/Sgt           
BT Schley, John G., S/Sgt           
RO Moon, Charles E., S/Sgt          
TG Kennedy, Robert F., S/Sgt           
RWG Ferris, James H., Sgt

B-17G #42-102680  (No Name)

P McConnell, John, 2Lt
CP Thomas, Charles E., 2Lt
NAV Atwood, Thomas M., 2Lt
BOM Bennett, Robert W., 2Lt
ENG Johnson, Jack M., S/Sgt
WG Schneider, Lawrence J., Sgt
RO Rego, Charles J., S/Sgt
TG Krebs, Henry R., Sgt
BT Messerich, Jerome R., Sgt

B-17G #44-6291  (No Name)

P Smith, Alfred I., 2Lt
CP King, Robert G., 2Lt
NAV Jones, Emerson, 2Lt
BOM Kemp, Stanley A., 2Lt
ENG Harbarger, Martin M., S/Sgt
WG Beres, Edward, Sgt
RO Swanson, Richard A., Sgt
TG Bruno, Sam S., Sgt
BT Fischer, Jack D., Sgt
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358th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #42-97085  (No Name)

P Mayer, Walter J., 2Lt
CP Gradle, Raymond B., 2Lt
NAV Hunt, Jackson H., 2Lt
BOM Rogers, Oron J., 2Lt
ENG Hicks, Douglas E., S/Sgt
WG Withers, Frederick J., Sgt
RO Tuescher, Ernest, S/Sgt
BT Campbell, James M., Sgt
TG Gendron, Ernest J., S/Sgt

     B-17G #44-6086  My Blonde Baby

P Baker, John M., 1Lt
CP Cook, Harry J., 2Lt
NAV Claeys, Ronald, 2Lt
ENG Rodgers, John E., T/Sgt
TG Peters, Archie D., S/Sgt
RO Cottrell, Thomas B., Sgt
BT Bertasso, Joseph S., Sgt
WG Reichmann, Fred P., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-39875  Buzz Blonde

P Goss, Arthur L., 2Lt
CP Markos, Costa, 2Lt
NAV Reuss, Lester E., 2Lt
BOM Fouts, Malcolm M., 2Lt
ENG Sprague, Floyd A., Sgt
WG Stevens, Roy M., Sgt
RO Rocco, Patsy, Sgt
TG Bunney, Norman A., Sgt
BT Earon, James A., Sgt

B-17G #42-31060  Poque Ma Hone

P Wright, Charles E., 2Lt
CP Cathey, John L., 2Lt
NAV Jackson, Charles S., 2Lt
BOM Blomberg, Richard T., 2Lt
ENG Reichling, Howard B., Sgt
WG Raspa, Nicholas R., Sgt
RO Whittier, Lamar H., Sgt
TG Moerman, Arie, Sgt
BT Nelson, Bert C., Sgt
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-102496  Special Delivery

P Whitlock, Garland M., 2Lt
CP Ward, Duane G., 2Lt
NAV Kelly, Thomas N., 2Lt
BOM Scheibman, Herman B., 2Lt
ENG Popovich, William G., Sgt
RO Pomicter, Stanley, Jr., S/Sgt
BT Boyle, Francis L., Jr., Sgt
TG Gremillion, Raymond L., S/Sgt
WG Harwat, Edward D., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-97944  Daddy's Delight

P Hillary, Jack R., 2Lt
CP Robertson, William III, 2Lt
NAV Rice, John E., 2Lt
BOM DeFilippis, Rocco, 2Lt
ENG Paul, George E., S/Sgt
RO Bortolotti, Barney C., T/Sgt
BT Bishop, Neldon R., Sgt
TG Watson, James R., Pvt
WG Sanson, Harry R., Sgt

B-17G #42-107206  Old Black Magic

P Gould, Graham C., 2Lt
CP Lasker, Yale, 2Lt
NAV Leigh, Thomas W., Jr., 2Lt
BOM Reynolds, Ralph J., 2Lt
ENG Mogck, Leonard, S/Sgt
RO Anderson, Augustus C., S/Sgt
BT Thompson, Val E., S/Sgt
TG Gloria, Tony N., Sgt
WG Bandy, Peter C., Sgt

B-17G #42-31177  Lonesome Polecat

P McDavid, Philip H., 2Lt
CP Beeman, Richard, 2Lt
NAV King, Robert L., 2Lt
BOM Pickett, Donald E., 2Lt
ENG Hall, Thomas M., S/Sgt
RO Sikkema, Wilfred J., Sgt
BT Johnson, Ralph R., Sgt
TG Linville, Warren N., Sgt
WG Erdody, Joseph, Sgt

B-17G #42-31830  Marie

P Mainwaring, Charles O., 2Lt
CP Bach, Harold J., 2Lt
NAV Hammond, Raymond D., 2Lt
BOM Stone, Leonard, 2Lt
ENG Gauthier, Leon C., S/Sgt
RO Tognetti, Paul A., S/Sgt
BT Cottrell, Bert, Sgt
TG Dittman, Robert J., Sgt
WG Angeloff, James P., Sgt

B-17G #44-6309 Duchess' Granddaughter

P Baltes, George E., 2Lt
P Marble, Robert A., 2Lt
NAV Macaulay, Edward H., 2Lt
BOM Glover, Fred E., 2Lt
ENG Stenger, John J., Jr., S/Sgt
RO Giltenboth, Charles L., S/Sgt
BT Kanz, Milton C., Sgt
TG Posluszny, Branislaw B., Sgt
WG Godsey, Austin C., Sgt
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359th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #42-38050  Thunderbird

P Chance, Arthur F., 2Lt
CP Johnson, Robert H., 2Lt
NAV McCarver, Eugene D., 2Lt
BOM Couch, William M., 2Lt
ENG Menasco, Elmer W., Sgt
RO Miller, Albert, Sgt
BT Moss, Shirley L., Cpl
TG Hejna, Dennis R., Cpl
WG Toore, Antone, Cpl

B-17G #43-37537  Queen of Hearts

P Crozier, Harry J., 1Lt
CP Mowrey, Paul M., 2Lt
NAV Carey, William D., 1Lt
BOM Hoover, William L., 1Lt
ENG Passenant, Robert J., S/Sgt
RO Hoyt, Robert B., S/Sgt
BT Jara, Felix M., Sgt
TG Stumpff, George W., Sgt
WG Butcher, Robert C., Sgt
WG Dolan, William J., 2Lt

B-17G #42-31183  Bad Penny

P Lorentz, Arthur, 2Lt
CP Scott, Robert H., 2Lt
NAV Smith, William A., 2Lt
BOM Hewitt, LeRoy A., 2Lt
ENG Kreager, Jon B., Sgt
RO Ringen, Walter E., Sgt
BT Ingalls, Earl F., Cpl
TG Greenwald, Paul L., Sgt
WG Gonser, Dwight W., Cpl

B-17G #42-97058  Scorchy II

P Morgan, William D., 1Lt
P Eldridge, Truman K., 1Lt
NAV Counts, George H., 1Lt
NAV Nielsen, Carl V., 2Lt
BOM Smith, Ralph L., 1Lt
ENG Hayes, Theron M., T/Sgt
RO Stemmle, Edward C., T/Sgt
BT Lloyd, Stanley W., S/Sgt
TG Caperton, James R., S/Sgt
WG Gross, James J., S/Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-107196  Temptress

P Hahn, James T., 1Lt
CP Fulks, James O., 2Lt
NAV Hardwick, Jack C., 2Lt
BOM Zwayer, James P., Capt
ENG Kalasky, Pete M., S/Sgt
RO Conkling, John R., S/Sgt
BT Darbowski, Andrew, Sgt
TG Howald, Hans, S/Sgt
WG Lusk, Robert F., Sgt

B-17G #43-37930  (No Name)

P Hallum, Bertrand, Jr., 2Lt
CP Romstad, Alfred M., 2Lt
NAV Olson, Charles F., 2Lt
BOM Fetzko, John, Jr., 2Lt
ENG Young, Horace B., S/Sgt
RO Botkin, Jack S., S/Sgt
BT Ax, Heinz R., Sgt
TG Ross, Milt I., Sgt
WG Stroud, George E., Jr., Sgt

B-17G #42-97861  Iza Vailable III

P Vitale, Hector F., 2Lt
CP Boyle, Leo J., F/O
NAV Peacock, Thomas I., 2Lt
BOM Rice, Charles G., S/Sgt
ENG Reale, Joseph C., Sgt
RO Miller, Hilary C., S/Sgt
BT Thomas, Hall R., S/Sgt
TG Younger, Andrew H., Sgt
WG Nordberg, Francis E., Sgt

B-17G #42-97329  Flak Hack

P Nafius, Verner H., 1Lt
CP Smith, Richard L., 2Lt
NAV George, Sidney L., 2Lt
BOM Cummins, James E., 2Lt
ENG Ellis, Richard R., S/Sgt
RO Birkenholz, Irving, S/Sgt
BT McGinley, James E., Sgt
TG Jinkens, Billy B., Sgt
WG Rydquist, Roy K., Sgt

B-17G #42-97860  (No Name)

P Yarnall, Winfield L., 1Lt
CP Bertich, Louis A., 2Lt
NAV Sanford, Isaac N., 2Lt
BOM Britter, Harry B., 2Lt
ENG Fidares, Anthony, S/Sgt
RO Baker, Albert W., S/Sgt
BT Taxon, Rubin, Sgt
TG Birenbach, Melvin, Sgt
WG Di Salvo, Dominick, Sgt

B-17G #42-97187  Miss Umbriago

P Michaelis, Arthur D., 2Lt
CP Johnson, Danny D., 2Lt
NAV Lillig, Thomas J., 2Lt
BOM Schobert, William A., Jr., 2Lt
ENG Jones, Donald E., S/Sgt
RO Jensen, Dale E., S/Sgt
BT Barth, Harry W., Sgt
TG Healy, Edward P., Sgt
WG Hlavac, George A., Sgt
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360th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #42-97853  Lucky Linda

P Bennett, Paul K., 2Lt
CP Goff, Lloyd E., 2Lt
NAV Lane, Elwin A., F/O
BOM Singular, William H., 2Lt
ENG Gonshor, Edmund A., S/Sgt
RO Shulan, Gerald M., S/Sgt
BT Jones, Charles E., Sgt
TG Essig, Charles G., Sgt
WG Marucco, Leroy N., Sgt

B-17G #42-102544  Sack Time

P Wilson, William M., 1Lt
CP Schuknecht, Frederick R., Capt
NAV Blumenthal, Robert, 2Lt
BOM Blythe, Robert W., Jr., 1Lt
ENG Asplund, Carll L., T/Sgt
RO Means, Robert D., T/Sgt
BT Case, Donald G., S/Sgt
TG Sauer, George N., S/Sgt
WG Sabuda, Emil S., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-97893  Minnie the Moocher

P Mehlhoff, Arthur R., 2Lt
CP Cambron, Richard H., 2Lt
NAV Williams, Gaylon C., 2Lt
BOM Newcomb, Harry F., Jr., F/O
ENG Wagner, Donald L., S/Sgt
RO Thye, Norman W., S/Sgt
BT Keeran, Elwood R., Sgt
TG Quackenbush, Benjamin V., Sgt
WG Harms, Vernon H., Sgt
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists

B-17G #42-102569  Miss Lace

P Means, Wilford T., 1Lt
CP Luther, Joseph P., 2Lt
NAV Sumbur, Simon, 2Lt
BOM Webster, Charles M., 1Lt
TT Payne, Joseph E., S/Sgt
BT Miller, Robert L., Sgt
RO May, J.H., S/Sgt
TG Turner, James W., Sgt
WG Sileo, J.J., Sgt

B-17G #43-37666  Full House

P Davis, Robert W., 2Lt
CP Sayre, Dorwin D., 2Lt
NAV Martin, Walter E., Jr., F/O
BOM Bryan, Fred W., F/O
TT Hughes, Roy D., Sgt
BT Smith, J.H., Sgt
RO Hitchcock, Robert H., Sgt
TG Foley, William J., Sgt
WG Smirnes, E. "Nick", Jr., Sgt

B-17G #43-37597  Earthquake McGoon

P Cureton, Peter F., Jr., 1Lt 
CP Nally, Paul E., 2Lt
NAV Tollack, Howard V., 2Lt
BOM Ulrich, Carl L., 2Lt
TT Willison, Warren, S/Sgt
BT Burford, Joseph A., Sgt 
RO Ellis, James A., S/Sgt
TG Grove, John W., Sgt
WG Celichowski, Ervin M., Sgt

B-17G #42-102432  Tiny Angel

P Johnson, Richard R., 2Lt
CP Johnston, Lawrence M., Jr., 2Lt 
NAV Dombrowski, Alexander, 2Lt
BOM Johnson, O.D., Sgt
TT Foerster, LeRoy H.M., T/Sgt
BT Czerwonka, Joseph A., S/Sgt
RO Longo, Angelo L., Sgt
TG Brown, Edgar S., S/Sgt
WG Wilson, Robert J., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-31423  Jigger Rooche

P Griggs, John C., 2Lt
CP Dumont, Merrill J., 2Lt
NAV Malone, William A., 2Lt
BOM Rohner, William L., 2Lt
TT Monnig, Alvin R., Jr., S/Sgt
BT Duffel, Robert L., Sgt
RO Benning, Joseph F., Jr., S/Sgt
TG Means, Henry H., Jr., Sgt
WG Bruce, Miles R., Sgt

B-17G #42-97311   Shoo Shoo Baby

P Beiser, Theodore R., 1Lt
CP Fletcher, John E., 1Lt
NAV Pero, Aloyius R., 1Lt
BOM Coughlin, George A., 1Lt
TT Buchanan, Lonnie J., T/Sgt
BT Latta, Charles W., S/Sgt
RO Bridge, Howard R., Sgt
TG Brackey, Carroll H., S/Sgt
WG Haines, James W., S/Sgt
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427th Bombardment Squadron Crew Lists - Cont'd.

B-17G #42-39885  Sweet Rose O'Grady

P Tyler, Frederick B., 2Lt
CP Lawrenson, George C., 2Lt
NAV Mayo, Archie W., 2Lt
BOM Muzyka, Myron M., S/Sgt
TT Cavagnol, Joseph J., T/Sgt
BT Tambe, Angelo J., T/Sgt
RO Islava, Joseph O., Sgt
TG Burr, Perry H., S/Sgt
WG Smith, Leonard C., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-107099  Old 99

P Dubose, Carl L., Jr., 2Lt
CP Droll, Louis P., 2Lt
NAV Laverty, Leo E., 2Lt
BOM Sandhagen, Paul R., 2Lt
TT Jones, Jesse T., Jr., S/Sgt
BT Kidd, Robert E., Sgt
RO Kollmar, Donald L., S/Sgt
TG Watson, Byron W., Sgt
WG Balint, Daniel, Jr., Sgt

B-17G #42-102411  Miss Lace

P Hamilton, Max B., 1Lt
CP Newman, Vernon V., 2Lt
NAV Spooner, Ramon L., 2Lt
BOM Ziesche, Charles W., 2Lt
TT Barnes, Charlie, S/Sgt
BT Paterson, Richard E., Sgt
RO Jarvis, Robert F., S/Sgt
TG Coleman, Warren M., Sgt
WG Butler, Edward B., S/Sgt

B-17G #42-32027  Betty Jane

P Healy, Richard F., 1Lt
CP Smith, Donald R., 2Lt
NAV Stuart, Norman L., 2Lt
BOM Warner, Robert A., 1Lt
TT Robertson, Joseph J., T/Sgt
BT Leal, Raymond T., T/Sgt
RO Smith, Phillip E., S/Sgt
TG Whitlow, Zane O., Sgt
WG DeLiso, Vincent A., Sgt
(Abortive)
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