The Friendly Invasion,
The Americans in the British Isles
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Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial
This is the only World War | American military cemetery in
the United Kingdom. The University of Cambridge donated
the site. The British government authorized use of its land
in perpetuity as a permanent burial ground without charge
or taxation.

American Battle Monuments Commission

This agency of the United States government operates
and maintains 24 American cemeteries and 25 memorials,
monuments and markers in 15 countries. The Commission
works to fulfill the vision of its first chairman, General of
the Armies John J. Pershing. Pershing, commander of the
American Expeditionary Forces during World War |, promised
that “time will not dim the glory of their deeds.”

American Battle Monuments Commission
2300 Clarendon Boulevard

Suite 500

Arlington, VA 22201

USA

Cambridge American Cemetery
Madingley Road

Coton Cambridge

CB23 7PH

tel +441954.210.350

ABMC European Region Office
68, rue du 19 Janvier

92380 Garches, France

tel +33.(0)1.47.01.19.76

For more information on this site and other
ABMC commemorative sites, please visit

www.abmc.gov
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THE FRIENDLY INVASION

The demands of World War Il called again upon American
youth to defend the liberties of free peoples. Young
Americans lost their lives long before Pearl Harbor, as
merchant seaman rallied to the British cause in the
Battle of the Atlantic and American Eagle Squadrons
joined the Royal Air Force in the skies above Britain.

The Plantings
Double-pink

Once the United States entered the war in December 1941, hawthorn trees

air, ground, and naval forces streamed into Britain. The
Eighth Air Force made Britain its home, striking enemy
targets in Europe from August 1942 to May 1945. More
than 220,000 Americans were stationed here until 75
percent were sent to battle in North Africa, starting in
November 1942. Campaigns to liberate North Africa, Sicily,
and Italy governed troop commitments over the next year.
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Each grave plot

is enclosed by a

boxwood hedge
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also present.

The mid 1943 decision to launch the cross Channel
invasion at Normandy in 1944 renewed the buildup in
Britain—the “Friendly Invasion.” By June 6, 1944,

1.6 million Americans lived here. Within three months of
D Day, 1.2 million had surged into battle on the continent.

The U.S. commitment to liberty and democracy brought
more than 3 million Americans to the British Isles in
World War II. Separated by a common language, we
learned about each other. Relationships built then
remain strong in the 21st Century. Cambridge American
Cemetery became a symbol of our nation’s sacrifice and

a sacred meeting place to recall our mutual past. The great mall with reflecting pools stretches eastward

from the flagstaff near the main entrance. The Wall of

the Missing extends along its south side to the Memorial
at the far end. The west mall runs northward from the
flagstaff to the cemetery’s lower entrance.

Headstone Location

PLOT:

U SEfU | DIMENSIONS: 30.5 acres STARS OF DAVID: 80 SETS OF BROTHERS: 1 ROW:
3 HEADSTONES: 3,812 MISSING IN ACTION: 5,127 DEDICATED: July 16,1956
Informatlon LATIN CROSSES: 3,732 UNKNOWNS: 24 GRAVE:




